
“Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything 

written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the LORD will come like a thief in the 

night.  …..Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.” 1 

Thessalonians 5:1-2,11. NRSV. 

Dear Christian friends, 

While preparing for my father’s funeral I came across an old photograph. It was taken at my Great-

grandparent’s home and features the Turnquist clan – some 32 people present. My father was 5 years 

old at the time. I could identify him, his siblings, my grandparents and great-grandparents. However 

many of my father’s cousins and my great uncles I am uncertain about who is whom. I suddenly realized 

that if I want those people properly identified I had better act. I can’t ask my father; I’m too late for that. 

I only know about 2 of my father’s cousins, who are present in the photo, who are still alive. They are 

both well into their nineties. How healthy their eye sight or memory is may be another issue. Only now if 

I act quickly will I discover how successful my enquiry would be to identify all present in the photo. 

Our life of Christian faith and discipleship is also like our journey through life. It can be very tempting to 

set aside our active living the fullness of our relationship with God through Christ Jesus. We can assume 

that we will have plenty of time to amend our life or get our life affairs in order before death comes. We 

may also get caught short on our quest, as I still could regarding the family photo. The earliest Christians 

repeatedly were exhorted to build themselves up on the holy faith. They were to take an active role in 

discipleship in order to maintain the relationship of faith in their lives. That discipleship included 

communal activity like worship, service, prayer and witness. Their life of faith was never considered to 

be a simple personal preference. 

There is a rapidly growing demographic in our culture; it is people who identify themselves as “spiritual 

but not religious.” Their faith and beliefs totally are an issue of individual preference and understanding. 

There is no communal aspect to their practice. They receive only the teaching they desire. To whom will 

they turn when they come upon a situation in which their knowledge is incomplete?  

We have a tremendous resource in the Holy Scripture that is open to us. Martin Luther wrote that if he 

had only access to one book of the Bible, he would long for it to be the Psalms. He declared that within 

those spiritual poems there was wisdom and an accounting for every situation in life that an individual 

could encounter. There is corrective for erroneous belief and practice; there is also great comfort and 

consolation in dire circumstances. Christ Jesus as God’s Eternal Word is a constant source of hope, 

wisdom and encouragement.  

The beginning of a new year is a great time to reset our daily lives in a routine that strengthens and 

encourages us into true life and knowledge. Encourage one another in the love and knowledge of Jesus 

Christ as LORD. 

In Christ forever, 

Pastor Kevin. 


