
“’With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him 

with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten 

thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin 

of my soul?’ [The LORD] has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” Micah 6:6-8. 

Dear Christian friends,  

This month, the first anniversary of Russia’s newest invasion of the Ukraine will be marked. We 

consistently have been shown the tragic and senseless destruction that such ambitions bring. Many 

citizens of the Ukraine have been devastated by a megalomaniac’s sinful machinations, and his pinions’ 

acquiescence to his derangement. We feel for those citizens of the Ukraine in their loss, as we feel for 

every victim from such dehumanizing conflict.  

The desperation and plight of people caught in these conflicts is real. Every week I receive e-mail 

inquiries from agencies asking if Shepherd King Lutheran can assist them. Every week I receive e-mails 

from individuals pleading for refugee sponsorship as their lives are endangered. Each request and plea 

brings back to my memory a meeting in February 2015.  

Jacquesi came to the Church early one Sunday morning. He was looking for a place to worship. He was a 

refugee from Afghanistan. He had been granted Humanitarian refugee status by the Canadian 

Government. The reason for his refugee status was the telling, permanent scar across his neck that ran 

from ear to ear. Jacques had worked as a translator for the Canadian Armed Forces in Afghanistan. The 

scar was the witness to the brutal retaliation that the Taliban extracted from him. Fortunately his 

attacker’s true intention was not fulfilled; Jacques’ life was saved and probably by a razor-thin edge. 

That scar will be a permanent reminder to him about that time in his life. As these various conflicts wax 

and wane around the globe, their impact upon people’s lives endure well beyond the time that the 

physical affliction is suffered. We know that if the war in Ukraine were to end tomorrow it will be years 

before the people recover economically, physically and emotionally. This is true for people in most 

conflicts of war and tribal dominance. Each new conflict seems to disprove the idea that each new 

generation of human beings are attaining the divine ideal of salvation.  

While we live as people of God, redeemed through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for us, there is a divine 

desire implanted within us to model God’s will. The scripture from the prophet Micah give us a blue-

print for living and acting. We are not cast into the world to simply stumble our way into the future. 

God’s Holy Spirit is present with us to guide us, encourage us and counsel us. Truly God’s desire for our 

living and attitude is that we would do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with our God. God will 

reveal how we can do that in precise situations that we face.  

The human conflicts will continue through the end of time. Our living as a disciple of Jesus Christ can 

impact people around us for their living hope. We have a multitude of means to act as God’s Holy Spirit 

gifts and guides us as individuals for the betterment and healing of others caught in conflict. May Christ 

Jesus strengthen and renew us as we live in the saving faith granted to us. 

In Christ forever, 

Pastor Kevin. 

                                                           
i
 A pseudonym used to protect his real identity. 


