
“[Jesus] said to them, ‘Then give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are 

God’s’” Luke 20:25.i 

“Let every person be subject to the governing authorities; for there is no authority except from God, and those 

authorities that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists authority resists what God has 

appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.” Romans 13:1-3. 

Dear Christian friends, 

We are living in these pandemic times and therefore we are experiencing special dictates for our freedom and 

behavior. Recently there has been media attention given to some Christian congregations who openly are defying 

Public Health orders and city by-laws. Those violators charge that these Federal, Provincial and/or City mandates 

violate their Charter Freedoms and therefore are unconstitutional. The question is raised among people of faith: to 

what degree must we obey the civil authorities and when can we legitimately defy their orders? 

The key issue for Christians is how a government edict may affect us regarding the First Commandment. Does the 

edict specifically demand the worship of another god? This was the issue as recorded in the Book of Daniel (Daniel 

3:1-30). The people were ordered to bow down before a statue of the king and to worship him. It was appropriate 

that the faithful Jewish people would rebel against that dictate. In these pandemic days, there has not been an 

edict declared that Canadians must worship another god. Christians still are free to worship God in Christ Jesus. I 

still can openly read the Bible. I still can sing hymns in my bubble. I still can pray to the LORD without recrimination. 

We are not stopped from worshipping. We only have to modify those liturgical practices within the congregation 

that would openly lead to the spread of the COVID-19 virus. We cannot claim that current pandemic and health 

restrictions regarding the practices of our faith deny us the opportunity to worship!  

Our LORD Jesus Christ instructs us to give appropriately to divine and temporal leadership. The text from Romans 

reminds us that governors and authorities are God’s agents for our good. We need to heed their advice. The 

greater issue in all this stressful time is how a Christian’s behavior affects their neighbor. We, as people of God, can 

act in a manner that is beneficial for a neighbor. I may not like wearing a mask during worship service – in fact I look 

forward to a day when we don’t have to wear one. However, I do wear a mask in these times when in public, out of 

deep concern for the well-being of others. None of the things which our government and public health officials ask 

us to do can be defied based on an issue of our faith. They are not heresy! 

We will celebrate Ash Wednesday later in February. There is an act within the liturgy for that day which severely 

reminds us about our mortality. When ashes are imposed upon one’s forehead the declaration comes: “Remember 

you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”ii Our mortality starkly is declared to us. Ash Wednesday ushers us into 

the Season of Lent a time of penitence and reflection upon our life of faith. This year this season of Lent will have 

the added impact that a pandemic reveals and enacts in our midst. May we be drawn more deeply into our 

personal reflections that our life hidden in Christ calls us into.  

In Christ forever, 

Pastor Kevin. 

 

                                                           
i
 The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 by the Division 
of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and are used by permission. All rights 
reserved.  
ii
 “Celebrating the Cross and Resurrection” Manual on the Liturgy - Lutheran Book of Worship. Philip H. Pfatteicher and Carlos 

R. Messerli. Augsburg Publishing House, Minneapolis, Minnesota. ©1979. Pp 308-309.  


