
“Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. If you sow to your own flesh, 

you will reap corruption from the flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from the 

Spirit. So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give 

up.” Galatians 6:7-9. 

Dear Christian friends, 

Advent is a penitential season in the Church year. It originally was called “a little Lent.” Advent’s purpose 

is for Christians to examine their life and faith truthfully. It is a time to grade one’s individual 

discipleship; to honestly state how one’s relationship to God through Jesus Christ is being lived. 

Christians have always been exhorted to live their faith seriously. As God’s people in this world we live 

with those contrasting natures within us: the corrupted and sinful or the divine and righteous. We can 

live to bear a fruit of righteousness or indulge one’s self to bear a fruit of sin. It all arises from the seed 

source. 

St Paul uses the analogy of the seed and fruit. Every farmer or gardener knows that in order to get a 

particular fruit, one needs to plant the seed that bears that fruit. This past Spring I started some tomato 

plants from seed. I had labelled those seeds from a previous year. I planted one pot that was marked as 

a “Cherry” tomato. When it bloomed and began fruiting I shook my head. The fruit was not the “Cherry” 

variety at all. I began to worry, because I had given other people some of those seedlings that I believed 

were Cherry tomato. Fortunately I was the only one with a stray variety in the mix.  

So too is our life as God’s people living for Jesus Christ in the world. We bear the fruit from the seed. 

Faith, hope and love truly are gifts of God’s Holy Spirit for us. Those gifts guide and motivate us for all 

times and situations in life. Faith reflects the past; bearing testimony to God’s promise and commitment 

to his people in previous times. Hope is the motivation into the future – bearing us through the present 

into what we do not yet know, keeping us secure in our relationship to the LORD. Love is the gift of God 

active in the present, being the very essence of Christ Jesus dwelling with us.  

While we live these days of Advent, leading us into Christmas, we have an opportunity to enhance our 

life in Christ. God will strengthen and preserve us in faith through whatever temptation or trial we may 

face. Through the gifts of Holy Scripture, prayer, and worship; the LORD renews our weakened spirit to 

be refined and honed in faith toward God and divine love toward our neighbor. The best gift of 

Christmas doesn’t come from a retail shop or through e-tail promises. The best gift of Christmas comes 

from the LORD of all; found as that Baby of Bethlehem, testified in the Crucified One of Easter and 

exalted as the Risen LORD in ascension – Jesus as the Christ.  

God has sown his Good eternal Word for us so that we might reap the holy fruit of his righteous will.  

Sow, this Advent season, good seed, that you might reap wholesome fruit. 

In Christ forever, 

Pastor Kevin. 

PS: This link will direct you to the Advent Devotions “He Shall Reign” created by people across the NALC. 

https://thenalc.org/advent-devotional-2022/ 


