
“I pray that, according to the riches of [God’s] glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened 

in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts 

through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love.” Ephesians 3:16,17. (NRSV) 

 

Dear Christian friends: 

 

December is a month of great contrasts. The majority of the month we will experience a 

continuing decline in daylight hours. Darkness dominates the diurnal cycle. Most creatures in the 

natural world will be reducing their physical activity – preparing to survive the coming months 

of winter. We human beings, mostly will increase our time of physical activity in this month.  

Most people will find their personal schedules getting crammed attempting to prepare for 

Christmas. The enticements will come at us with non-stop urgency now. We will be reminded 

time and again to check the gift lists twice or even three times and not wait given supply-chain 

issues. Christmas is coming.  

 

This month also is a contrast in the Church year. The majority of the month is dedicated to 

Advent which is a penitential season of preparation. It is a time in which Christians are 

encouraged to reflect deeply upon their life of faith. In previous generations many Lutheran 

congregations would offer mid-week worship services as an enhancement to personal 

discipleship. We prepare for Christ’s coming among us again. Advent gives way to Christmas. 

Christmas is coming, 

 

The core of the Christmas story is the fulfillment of God’s promise made to God’s people 

centuries before the birth of Jesus. The core of the Christmas story is a gift that continues to give 

each and every day for Christians. It is God’s promise of love extended as a gift to selfish, sinful 

human beings to be received through faith. The core of the Christmas story is the opportunity for 

people of faith to celebrate a new beginning every day. 

 

This December we enter our third winter with COVID-19 afflicting our way of living. We are 

tiring of this pandemic event among us. We long for the return to unrestricted fellowship. We 

long for the day when we do not need to be concerned about becoming infected or infecting 

others. We look forward to the new day when our freedom is restored. We live in anticipation. 

Christ Jesus remains the gift of hope for Christian people. Perhaps we long more deeply this year 

for Christ’s appearing among us.  

 

The temptation will be held before us in these weeks.  We will be enticed to spend and spend and 

spend - both money and time - suggesting that the gifts we bought for others will not be enough. 

In Jesus, the greatest and most costly gift ever has been given. It is an offer for everyone. The 

cost for the gift has been paid by God, so that all God’s creation could be brought back into full 

communion with God again. As you prepare to celebrate the holiday, allow God’s Holy Spirit to 

renew you in the faith that leads to true hope and love.  

 

Remember: Jesus is the reason for this Christmas season. Tell someone the story of God’s love. 

 

In Christ’s name, 

Pastor Kevin. 


