
“For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a 

righteous person – though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. But God proves his love for 

us in that while we still were sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:6-8. (NRSV) 

Dear Christian friends, 

This month the Church year transitions from Lent into Easter. That transition leads God’s people through the most 

poignant work of God for us – the Passion of our LORD! Easter is all about the Resurrection. So we pass through the 

direst aspect of our human predicament to the glory of God for us: sin and death onto forgiveness and resurrection.  

Anyone who contemplates this work of God for us cannot help but be moved to serious reflection. It truly is a 

transformative moment; it is sacred because of the liberating salvation it announces.  

This text was the Scripture that most transformed my understanding of God’s Good News and radically affected my 

life. I was twenty years old and living as most young people – indifferent to God’s presence in my daily life and 

certainly not involved in Church. But there was trouble in the world. The Cold War still was strenuously in existence. 

Another global conflict was threatening to erupt when Russia invaded Afghanistan. Nuclear arsenal was stockpiled and 

ready for both global super-powers. A close friend and I had a conversation about the troubles in the world. What 

would our future be, especially if another World War erupted? The emotions that arose through our conversation led 

me to examine my faith foundation and that brought me to reading the Bible.  

I was reading Romans and came to this scripture. The words and concept were a radical revelation to my 

understanding the Christian faith; clarifying what is necessity and what is opportunity. This text makes a distinction 

between what we must do and what we can do. The must is like a child who has to live through the punishment for 

wrongful behavior: it may well be earned, but it isn’t relished as a way to restoration. The can always leaves the 

accused with options for their future and how that restoration will be achieved in the future with the blessing of that 

relationship. 

The Passion of our LORD – the suffering and death of Jesus – fully is the demonstration to us of God’s love. This text 

fully indicates that God is acting unreservedly for our salvation. God meets all the criteria necessary for that salvation 

to become initiated. God offers his grace to us as a gift for true life. God’s grace is a must for us; it is necessary for us 

to have any hope for life because it is the only way we receive forgiveness for our sin. The liberating effect of God’s 

grace leaves a person with a free will.  We have the opportunity to glorify God in our lives and confessions. “How can I 

live for the glorification of God?” became the liberation of the Gospel for me through this scripture text.  

The necessary and the optional are put before us. God invites us into true life and living, but God will not coercively 

force us to choose that way of living. Ours is the choosing: life or death? That revelation became the free motivation to 

explore and grow in my Christian faith. It truly transformed my attitude in life and for life. This profound freedom 

through God’s grace continues to enrich my life and my attitude in life. The uncertainty and fear that global events 

posed became subservient to God’s divine love and hope.  

Today – over 40 years later – our world is no safer nor less assured that global conflict could arise. Our future on this 

planet is no more secure today than it was half-a-century ago. We still are recipients of God’s grace and in that we 

have divine hope for the future. How will you live your life toward God: through must or through can? What will you 

choose: life or death? 

These next few weeks in the Church year will lead us through the depth of our guilt in sin, but also declare God’s 

profound love for us through Jesus as the Christ. Jesus’ ignominious death will be remembered; the Resurrection of 

our LORD will be celebrated. All the glory will be God’s alone. 

In Christ forever, Pastor Kevin. 

 


