
“So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is seated at the 

right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have 

died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also 

will be revealed with him in glory.” Colossians 3:1-4. NRSV. 

Dear Christian friends,  

We have lived communally for over a year with a daily and constant reminder about disease and death 

among us. Our personal physical vulnerability has been brought to a forefront of awareness through 

novel coronavirus and its pandemic effects. No one can claim that they have not been impacted by the 

efforts to communally tamp down or eradicate this virus in our midst. Everyone has lost a privilege of 

some form in this pandemic era. 

One year ago we were in the bewildering maze of public health protocols, lockdowns, basic staple 

shortages and a great unknown. Our weekly worship services when we normally gather together were 

prohibited. The worship services for Holy Week and Easter Sunday could only be celebrated individually 

by households. The opportunity for special holiday meals did not exist. We were learning the new way 

to live! 

Today, we continue to live with this new way. We are more accustomed to being masked in public 

spaces. We are more comfortable about keeping a physical distance to others. We understand this virus 

better and know the implication of its effects upon our society. We continue to get almost daily updates 

for its spread and the ever ominous death count. We are gaining some hope as vaccines receive 

approvals and they become available for our immunization. We are looking for the day of our 

redemption from COVID-19. 

This month we once again enter into the Great Days of the Church year with Holy Week and The 

Resurrection of our Lord. Fortunately, we have the opportunity to worship corporately with special 

protocols still in place. We all look forward to the celebration of Easter. The proclamation of that day 

contrasts dramatically from the somberness of Lent and the solemnity of Good Friday. “Christ is risen” is 

declared enthusiastically and comes into our midst in freshness like a chick bursting from the shell of its 

egg. It is the declaration of the Resurrection – Good News indeed because it is so radically different from 

what we expect.  

Resurrection comes only where death has occurred. So this month, in these Great Days of the Church 

year we go through a tumultuous series of events. Our journey with Jesus in these days begins with his 

triumphant entry into Jerusalem, and continues to his arrest and trial. We enter into the despair of his 

Crucifixion and dying. We emerge in the stunningly unexpectedness of his empty Tomb and the vacant 

grave clothes. It is a roller-coaster of emotions to experience. It is like living through a violent tornadic 

storm which ends with the brilliance of a cloudless, blue sky - sunlight dancing on raindrops and the 

freshness of cleansed air.  

This year we celebrate Holy Week and The Resurrection of our LORD amidst continuing pandemic days. 

As we have experienced the roller-coaster living that COVID-19 brings, so too can our reflection upon 

Jesus’ death and resurrection nourish our life in faith. We have died through our baptism and our living 

is hidden with Christ in God. In all the uncertainty of these times and the topsy-turviness of our daily 

living God’s promise abides for us. “Christ had died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.” Indeed, 

strength and hope for the journey. 

In Christ forever, 

Pastor Kevin. 


