
“I will call to mind the deeds of the LORD; I will remember your wonders of old. I will meditate on all 

your work, and muse on your mighty deeds. Your way, O God, is holy.” Psalm 77:11-13a.  

Dear Christian friends, 

November heralds a month in which two great Christian festivals are celebrated. The month begins with 

All Saints Day (IE All Hallows Day). Later the Church closes its year with “Christ the King Sunday.” All 

Saints Day is an opportunity of remembrance of those faithful Christians who have passed from this life 

and now dwell in the Church triumphant – beyond all the pall that sin and illness bears upon us. The 

second festival is our remembrance of God’s promise completely fulfilled in Jesus as the Christ: Christ 

Jesus is King of kings and LORD of lords. Remembrance is a common theme in this month.  

Civically, Canadians will celebrate Remembrance Day. It has become a more solemn event in the past 

couple decades. No veterans from the First World War are alive, the veterans from the Second World 

War are rapidly declining in numbers, with those able to attend services showing their frailty from age. 

We have the younger veterans – those who have served in Bosnia, Iraq and Afghanistan – among us. The 

common refrain from the services commemorating that day is “We will remember.”  

This year I will be thinking especially about those veterans of the First World War. They endured the 

hardship and trauma that service on the battlefield brings. Many soldiers subsequently became ill with 

the Spanish Flu, which also heralded a deadly pandemic.  

It seems unjust, that those men and women who served would be twice afflicted. The deprivation and 

hardships that active service on the battlefields and field hospitals imposed would be one great 

affliction. Then after the Armistice to have the ravages that Spanish Flu brought, must have added a 

great insult to them. They could well have asked, “why?” Veterans truthfully could wonder where God 

was present in all the reality they lived. The events that many soldiers remember they long to forget. 

Post-traumatic Stress (PTS) most often is not an infrequent malady that persists with them.  

Psalm 77 begins with the expressions of a person experiencing great turmoil within the soul. The 

petitioner is suffering deeply; sleep evades them; the spirit faints. The petitioner of the Psalm cries to 

God for relief. The petitioner gains relief and regains hope, when that one is brought to remembrance of 

God’s presence and activity in a person’s life and the world.  

This year those Remembrance Day services will be dramatically different than traditionally hosted. Our 

current pandemic restrictions and protocols will even cancel many public gatherings. People in general 

are experiencing stress from the impact that COVID-19 is inflicting upon the general population. Many 

health professionals are reporting increased reports of depression among patients. Dr. Deena Henshaw 

also acknowledges that people are getting COVID fatigue – meaning that we are tired of the restrictions 

upon our ability particularly to socialize.  

While we remember the sacrifices that our Armed Forces personnel and veterans have made for us, may 

we show our appreciation to them. When we are feeling disappointed about the restrictions placed 

upon us in these times, may we not lose hope. God is present with us. God gives us memory, so that we 

can recall all God’s mighty deeds and the reality of his holiness which only leads to goodness and the 

fullness of life.  

In Christ forever, 

Pastor Kevin. 


