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in the City of New York 



Welcome to worship!  We feel strongly that your presence among us completes our community this 
morning, and we welcome you just as you are, beautifully created in the Divine image. 

If you'd like, please leave your name and email/address in the guest book. Please silence mobile devices. 
 

 
  +  Gathering  + 

 
 
PRELUDE   As you are able, please stand at the ringing of the bell. 
 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others before ourselves,  
we long to take the best seats at the table. 
When met by those in need,  
we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. 
Save us from ourselves and free us to love our neighbors. 
Amen. 
 
Hear the good news! 
God does not deal with us according to our sins 
but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 
In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 
 
 



GATHERING HYMN  Build a Longer Table                                                         ACS 1062 
 

 
 
GREETING  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.   
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE 
 

 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church.  
Open our hearts to the riches of your grace,  
that we may be ready to receive you wherever you appear,  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+  Word  + 
 
 
FIRST READING   Genesis 15:1-6 
 

fter these things the word of the 
LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do 

not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; 
your reward shall be very great.” 2But 
Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you 
give me, for I continue childless, and the 
heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 
3And Abram said, “You have given me no 
offspring, and so a slave born in my house 
is to be my heir.” 4But the word of the 

LORD came to him, “This man shall not be 
your heir; no one but your very own issue 
shall be your heir.” 5He brought him 
outside and said, “Look toward heaven 
and count the stars, if you are able to 
count them.” Then he said to him, “So 
shall your descendants be.” 6And he 
believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned 
it to him as righteousness. 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
PSALM    Psalm 33:12-22 
    The refrain is sung throughout the psalm as indicated.   

The verses are read responsively. 
 

 
The verses are found on the following page. 

 

A 



Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD! 
 Happy the people chosen to be God’s heritage! 
The LORD looks down from heaven, 
 and sees all humankind. 
God sits firmly enthroned and watches 
 all who dwell on the earth. 
God fashions all their hearts 
 and observes all their deeds. Refrain 
  
A king is not saved by the size of the army, 
 nor are warriors rescued by their great strength. 
The horse gives vain hope for victory; 
 despite its great strength it cannot save. 
Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O LORD, 
 upon those who wait for your steadfast love, 
to deliver their lives from death, 
 and to keep them alive in time of famine. Refrain 
 
Our innermost being waits for you, O LORD, 
 our helper and our shield. 
Surely, our heart rejoices in you, 
 for in your holy name we put our trust. 
Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us, 
 even as we place our hope in you. Refrain 
 
 
SECOND READING   Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
 

ow faith is the assurance of things 
hoped for, the conviction of things 

not seen. 2Indeed, by faith our ancestors 
received approval. 3By faith we 
understand that the worlds were 
prepared by the word of God, so that 
what is seen was made from things that 
are not visible. 
 8By faith Abraham obeyed when he 
was called to set out for a place that he 
was to receive as an inheritance; and he 

set out, not knowing where he was 
going. 9By faith he stayed for a time in the 
land he had been promised, as in a 
foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac 
and Jacob, who were heirs with him of 
the same promise. 10For he looked 
forward to the city that has foundations, 
whose architect and builder is God. 11By 
faith he received power of procreation, 
even though he was too old—and Sarah 
herself was barren—because he 

N 



considered him faithful who had 
promised. 12Therefore from one person, 
and this one as good as dead, 
descendants were born, “as many as the 
stars of heaven and as the innumerable 
grains of sand by the seashore.” 
 13All of these died in faith without 
having received the promises, but from a 
distance they saw and greeted them. 
They confessed that they were strangers 

and foreigners on the earth, 14for people 
who speak in this way make it clear that 
they are seeking a homeland. 15If they had 
been thinking of the land that they had 
left behind, they would have had 
opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they 
desire a better country, that is, a 
heavenly one. Therefore God is not 
ashamed to be called their God; indeed, 
he has prepared a city for them. 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Sung before and after the reading of the gospel. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL    Luke 12:32-40 
 
The holy gospel according to St. Luke.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

esus said: 32“Do not be afraid, little 
flock, for it is your Father’s good 

pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell 
your possessions, and give alms. Make 
purses for yourselves that do not wear 
out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, 
where no thief comes near and no moth 
destroys. 34For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also. 
 35“Be dressed for action and have your 
lamps lit; 36be like those who are waiting 
for their master to return from the 
wedding banquet, so that they may open 
the door for him as soon as he comes and 

knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom 
the master finds alert when he comes; 
truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and 
have them sit down to eat, and he will 
come and serve them. 38If he comes 
during the middle of the night, or near 
dawn, and finds them so, blessed are 
those slaves. 
 39“But know this: if the owner of the 
house had known at what hour the thief 
was coming, he would not have let his 
house be broken into. 40You also must be 
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
unexpected hour.” 

 
The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON    A period of silence follows, introduced and concluded by bell. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  How Great Thou Art                                                             ELW 793 
 

 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer. 

The response is sung here and throughout the prayers as indicated. 

 

Let your lovingkindness be upon your church. Fill all who proclaim the gospel with your 
Spirit. Equip your flock to speak your word of promise and hope in the midst of fear and 
uncertainty. 
 
Let your lovingkindness be upon your creation. Dwell among us and sustain our earthly 
home. In places of famine, provide nourishment. In places of plenty, fashion us to be 
good stewards of your bounty. 
 
Let your lovingkindness be upon your world. Be our helper and our shield in places torn 
by strife and violence. Raise up courageous leaders to govern with compassion and 
justice. Response 
 
Let your lovingkindness be upon your children. Look upon all who wait for your steadfast 
love. Console those who grieve and embrace those who cry out to you, especially those 
we name before you now, aloud or in the silence of our hearts... Help us to trust your 
promise and not be afraid.  
 
Let your lovingkindness be upon this community. Fashion our hearts to strive for the way 
of peace. Strengthen the outreach ministries of this congregation and all who care for 
those in need.  
 
With thanksgiving we remember all who have died in faith and now rest in you. As they 
placed their hope in you, so strengthen us to trust in your promise of new life. Response 
 



Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast 
love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.  Amen. 
 
 
THE PEACE   The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you.  
 
 
 

+  Meal  + 
 
 
 
OFFERING  An offering is collected to support the work of the church in our 

community and the world.  Gifts may also be made online at 
www.trinitylowereastside.org/give as one-time or recurring contributions. 

 
 As the people’s gifts of bread and wine are brought forward we stand to 

sing: 
 

 
The verses are found on the following page 



 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. 
As we feast on your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, 
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 



 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the presiding minister continues with the preface for 
the day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 
 



The presiding minister continues the Eucharistic Prayer, including the following responses: 
 
…we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

 
…now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
 
God, as a loving mother and as a gracious father you have called us to pray… 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LAMB OF GOD  The assembly is seated. 
 

 

 
 

INVITATION 
 
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. 
Come to the banquet and feast of the Bread of Life. 
 
 
COMMUNION All are welcome at the Lord’s table to receive communion. Wafers are gluten free. 

Wine contains alcohol. Communion may be received in one or both kinds.  The 
ushers will guide you forward. 



COMMUNION HYMN   Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song               ELW 808 
 

 



POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
May the body and blood of Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, 
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your mercy. 
Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, 
that all may come to know your love. 
This we pray in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
 

+  Sending  + 
 
 
 
BLESSING 
 
The God of peace, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you, comfort you, and show you the path of life 
this day and always. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN   God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens         ELW 650 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 



 
 

Go green and download bulletins on your device! 
 

 
 
 



About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA). We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news 
of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, 
and people of all genders into ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single 
status, sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse 
congregation in a richly diverse neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are 
here to share the love of Jesus Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into 
our fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, 
Trinity’s Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which 
operates a soup kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 
meals are served each day, and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry 
Monday through Friday. Volunteers are always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Our Schedule: 
Mon – Fri:  11am, Soup Kitchen; 12:30pm, Food Pantry 
Mon:  7:00pm, “Valley of the Dolls” NA Group 
Tues:   7:0pm and 8:00pm, “East Village” AA Group 
Thurs:   7:30pm, “Clean and Dry” AA Group 
Sun:   11am, Worship Service 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze  (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org  Facebook:  Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
Instagram: @TrinityLES.NYC 


