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Welcome to worship!  We feel strongly that your presence with us completes our community this 
morning, and we welcome you just as you are, beautifully created in God’s image. 

If you'd like, please leave your name and email/address in the guest book. Please silence mobile devices. 
 
 

+  Gathering  + 
 
 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENSS  
 
In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, 
walks with us, and guides us in our pilgrimage. 
Amen. 
 
The assembly sings this refrain, and continues humming the final note as the Presider continues: 

 
 
Holy One, we confess that we have wandered far from you: 
we have not trusted your promises, we have ignored your prophets in our own day, 
we have squandered our inheritance of grace, we have failed to recognize you in our 
midst. Have mercy on us! Forgive us and turn us again to you. Teach us to follow in your 
ways, assure us again of your love, and help us to love our neighbor. 
 
Refrain 
 
Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and all who call out to God shall be saved. 
In Jesus, God comes to you again and again and gathers you under wings of love. 
In +Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven.  
God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love. 
 
Refrain 



GATHERING HYMN  Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound  
 

 
 



GREETING  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.   
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
God of compassion, you welcome the wayward,  
and you embrace us all with your mercy.  
By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace,  
and feed us at the table of your love,  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

+  Word  + 
 
 

 
FIRST READING  Joshua 5:9-12 
  

hile the Israelites were camped in 
Gilgal they kept the passover in the 

evening on the fourteenth day of the 
month in the plains of Jericho. 11On the 
day after the passover, on that very day, 
they ate the produce of the land, 

unleavened cakes and parched grain. 
12The manna ceased on the day they ate 
the produce of the land, and the Israelites 
no longer had manna; they ate the crops 
of the land of Canaan that year. 

 
Word of God, word of life.   
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM    Psalm 32 
The refrain is sung once by the cantor, then by all, and is repeated 
throughout the psalm as indicated.  The verses are read responsively. 

 
Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, 
 and whose sin is put away! 
Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, 
 and in whose spirit there is no guile! Refrain 
 
While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, 
 because of my groaning all day long. 
For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; 
 my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer. 
Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. 
 I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.”  
     Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin. 
Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; 
 when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them. Refrain 
 
You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; 
 you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 
“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; 
 I will guide you with my eye. 
Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; 
 who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.” 
Great are the tribulations of the wicked; 
 but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD. 
Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD; 
 shout for joy, all who are true of heart. Refrain 
  
 

 



SECOND READING   2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
 

rom now on, therefore, we regard no 
one from a human point of view; even 

though we once knew Christ from a 
human point of view, we know him no 
longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in 
Christ, there is a new creation: everything 
old has passed away; see, everything has 
become new! 18All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to himself through Christ, 
and has given us the ministry of 
reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was 

reconciling the world to himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them, 
and entrusting the message of 
reconciliation to us. 20So we are 
ambassadors for Christ, since God is 
making his appeal through us; we entreat 
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 
God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin 
who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. 

 
Word of God, word of life.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
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GOSPEL    Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
 
The holy gospel according to St. Luke.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Now all the tax collectors and sinners 
were coming near to listen to Jesus. 2And 
the Pharisees and the scribes were 
grumbling and saying, “This fellow 
welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
 3So he told them this parable: 11b“There 
was a man who had two sons. 12The 
younger of them said to his father, 
‘Father, give me the share of the property 
that will belong to me.’ So he divided his 
property between them. 13A few days 
later the younger son gathered all he had 
and traveled to a distant country, and 
there he squandered his property in 
dissolute living. 14When he had spent 
everything, a severe famine took place 
throughout that country, and he began 
to be in need. 15So he went and hired 
himself out to one of the citizens of that 
country, who sent him to his fields to 
feed the pigs. 16He would gladly have 
filled himself with the pods that the pigs 
were eating; and no one gave him 
anything. 17But when he came to himself 
he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 
hands have bread enough and to spare, 
but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get 
up and go to my father, and I will say to 
him, “Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you; 19I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son; treat me 
like one of your hired hands.” ’ 20So he set 
off and went to his father. But while he 
was still far off, his father saw him and 

was filled with compassion; he ran and 
put his arms around him and kissed him. 
21Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you; I 
am no longer worthy to be called your 
son.’ 22But the father said to his slaves, 
‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best 
one—and put it on him; put a ring on his 
finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get 
the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat 
and celebrate; 24for this son of mine was 
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 
found!’ And they began to celebrate. 
 25“Now his elder son was in the field; 
and when he came and approached the 
house, he heard music and dancing. 26He 
called one of the slaves and asked what 
was going on. 27He replied, ‘Your brother 
has come, and your father has killed the 
fatted calf, because he has got him back 
safe and sound.’ 28Then he became angry 
and refused to go in. His father came out 
and began to plead with him. 29But he 
answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these 
years I have been working like a slave for 
you, and I have never disobeyed your 
command; yet you have never given me 
even a young goat so that I might 
celebrate with my friends. 30But when 
this son of yours came back, who has 
devoured your property with prostitutes, 
you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31Then 
the father said to him, ‘Son, you are 
always with me, and all that is mine is 



yours. 32But we had to celebrate and 
rejoice, because this brother of yours was 

dead and has come to life; he was lost 
and has been found.’ ” 

 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Repeated from above. 
 
 
SERMON  The sermon is followed by a period of reflection, including the reading of 

an original liturgical poem by John Linstrom.  The reflection is introduced 
and concluded by the ringing of a bell. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY  What Wondrous Love is This 
 

 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all 
who are in need. 

Jesus formed the disciples in the ways of extravagant mercy and profound welcome. 
Lead your church to be a community marked by forgiveness, hospitality, and celebration. 
Send us to transform a world plagued by fear and condemnation. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You make the land to produce a harvest that sustains your entire creation. Equip farmers 
and farm workers who till the soil. Nourish the earth with ample rainfall and abundant 
sunshine. Heal grounds tainted by pollution or misuse. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Countries are divided and leaders harbor grudges. Reconcile nations that experience 
conflict especially Russia and Ukraine. Act quickly to bring an end to war. Anoint 
peacemakers trained in the art of diplomacy and foster a spirit of collaboration among 
political rivals. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Your people cry for help in times of distress. Resolve disagreements among family 
members. Save those experiencing financial hardship. Hear our prayers for those who 
are sick or grieving. Console us with the promise that everything can become new. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Your love comes to us when a table is set and a feast is prepared. Bless the feeding 
ministries of this congregation especially Trinity’s Services and Food for the Homeless. 
Bring an end to hunger in our community and around the world. Merciful God, receive 
our prayer. 
 
The one who was dead is alive again. We give thanks for those who have died, confident 
that steadfast love surrounds them. Shelter them in your love until we are gathered at 
your heavenly banquet. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



THE PEACE   The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you.  
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

+  Meal  + 
 
 
OFFERING  An offering is collected to support the work of the church in our 

community and the world.  Gifts may also be made online at 
www.trinitylowereastside.org/give as one-time or recurring contributions. 

 

 
 



AT THE PRESENTATION As the people’s gifts of bread and wine are brought forward  
we stand to sing: 
 
 

 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
Holy and generous host, 
you set a table where we feast as friends. 
Prepare us to witness to your goodness 
with every gift you have given us to share, 
that all people may know your peace 
through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the presiding minister continues with the 
preface for the day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 



 
 
 
The presiding minister continues the Eucharistic Prayer, including the following responses: 
 

…With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
… Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
… Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
… we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
 
God, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 



and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
LAMB OF GOD   

 

 
 
 
INVITATION 
 
Christ has prepared the feast.  
Come to the table where all are welcomed home. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION All are welcome at the Lord’s table to receive communion. Wafers are 
gluten free. Wine contains alcohol. Communion may be received in one or 
both kinds.  During Communion the assembly sings: 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in the gift of 
baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from 
self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 

+  Sending  + 
 
 
BLESSING 
 
Almighty God,  
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN    Jesus is a Rock in a Weary Land (printed on the following page) 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks to be God. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



WELCOME, CHILDREN! 
Here at Trinity we take seriously Jesus’ words “Let the little children come to me” – in fact, it’s 
even inscribed around our baptismal font (in German!).  We delight to welcome worshipers of 
all ages, even those who are a bit noisy and fidgety!  Families may worship in any part of our 
sanctuary, but a special area with kid’s tables has been prepared just for the youngest among 
us, complete with activity pages, crayons and pencils.  

• On the first and third Sundays of each month, kids are welcome to join Sunday School.  
Before the reading of the gospel and sermon, students will join their leaders 
downstairs or in the garden for a time of learning, exploration and crafts and will join 
us again in worship in time for Holy Communion. 

• On the other Sundays of the month, children will be invited forward to join Pastor Will 
for a special children’s sermon,  bringing to life the day’s themes in ways kids will 
understand. 

 
CONGREGATIONAL WORKING GROUPS 
Help shape the future of our ministry and life together by joining one of four congregational 
working groups that will meet in the coming weeks.  Each working group will meet after 
worship according to the schedule below.  If you’re interested in being a part of any of these 
areas of ministry, grab a seat at the table and join the conversation! 

TODAY – Worship and the Arts 
April 3 – Building and Grounds 
May 1 – Advocacy and Justice 
May 15 -  Fellowship and Community 

 
COMPLINE FOR LENT – Each Wednesday in Lent at 8:30. 
Take a break from the stress of the week to center yourself in prayer, scripture, song, and 
silence at Compline, the ancient order of Night Prayer.  Compline will be prayed both in-person 
in the sanctuary and online on our Facebook page @TrinityLES 
 
LENTEN SERVICE PROJECT: PERSONAL CARE KITS 
During the season of Lent we will collect items for personal care kits for 
our unhoused neighbors.  Please bring in the following NEW items: 
toothbrushes; washcloths; safety razors; small hand sanitizers; gallon-
size zip-lock bags; travel size toothpaste, shampoo, bars of soap. The 
QR code to the right will take you right to an Amazon wish list with our 
requested items. When enough donations have been received we will 
assemble the kits on Sunday mornings after worship. 
 
 
 



About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA). We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news 
of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, 
and people of all genders into ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single 
status, sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse 
congregation in a richly diverse neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are 
here to share the love of Jesus Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into 
our fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, 
Trinity’s Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which 
operates a soup kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 
meals are served each day, and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry 
Monday through Friday. Volunteers are always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Our Schedule: 
Mon – Fri:  11am, Soup Kitchen; 12:30pm, Food Pantry 
Mon:  7:00pm, “Valley of the Dolls” NA Group 
Tues:   7:0pm and 8:00pm, “East Village” AA Group 
Thurs:   7:30pm, “Clean and Dry” AA Group 
Sun:   11am, Worship Service 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze  (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org  Facebook:  Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
Instagram: @TrinityLES.NYC 


	PRAYER OF THE DAY
	The refrain is sung once by the cantor, then by all, and is repeated throughout the psalm as indicated.  The verses are read responsively.

