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Welcome to worship!  We feel strongly that your presence completes our community this morning, 
and we welcome you just as you are, beautifully created in the Divine image. 

If you'd like, please leave your name and email/address in the guest book. Please silence mobile devices. 

 
  +  Gathering  + 

 
 
PRELUDE   As you are able, please stand at the ringing of the bell. 
 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and 
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We gather at this font, O God, creator of oceans and rivers, rain and snow. 
We praise you for the Atlantic Ocean, the Long Island Sound, and New York Harbor.   
For the mighty Hudson, East River, for waterways hidden under city streets, 
and for all the water you provide us each day. 
We praise your Spirit, hovering over this font. 
We bless you for this cleansing water of rebirth, this flood of endless mercy, 
and for all the baptized around this blue planet. 
 
We ask you, almighty Provider, 
to give us the water we need,  
and we praise you for the sustenance you grant at this font. 
By the water of our baptism empower us to pour out ourselves for others 
and to safeguard the waters of your earth. 
  
To you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
Sea of holiness, Spring of salvation, Cloud of mystery, 
be all praise and thanksgiving, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 



GATHERING HYMN  Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia    ELW 364 
As a reminder of the gift of baptism, the assembly is sprinkled with water 
during the hymn. 

 

 



 
 
 
GREETING  
 
Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.   
 



HYMN OF PRAISE  This is the Feast 
 

 
 



 

 
  
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray.  
O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing.  
Pour into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit,  
we may know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+  Word  + 
 
 
FIRST READING  Acts 11:1-18 
 

ow the apostles and the believers 
who were in Judea heard that the 

Gentiles had also accepted the word of 
God. 2So when Peter went up to 
Jerusalem, the circumcised believers 
criticized him, 3saying, “Why did you go 
to uncircumcised men and eat with 
them?” 4Then Peter began to explain it to 
them, step by step, saying, 5“I was in the 
city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I 
saw a vision. There was something like a 
large sheet coming down from heaven, 
being lowered by its four corners; and it 
came close to me. 6As I looked at it 
closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts 
of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7I 
also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, 
Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But I replied, ‘By no 
means, Lord; for nothing profane or 
unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 
9But a second time the voice answered 
from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, 
you must not call profane.’ 10This 
happened three times; then everything 
was pulled up again to heaven. 11At that 

very moment three men, sent to me from 
Caesarea, arrived at the house where we 
were. 12The Spirit told me to go with them 
and not to make a distinction between 
them and us. These six brothers also 
accompanied me, and we entered the 
man’s house. 13He told us how he had 
seen the angel standing in his house and 
saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, 
who is called Peter; 14he will give you a 
message by which you and your entire 
household will be saved.’ 15And as I began 
to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them 
just as it had upon us at the beginning. 
16And I remembered the word of the 
Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized 
with water, but you will be baptized with 
the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave them 
the same gift that he gave us when we 
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
was I that I could hinder God?” 18When 
they heard this, they were silenced. And 
they praised God, saying, “Then God has 
given even to the Gentiles the 
repentance that leads to life.” 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM    Psalm 148 
The psalm is sung responsively. 

 

 
 
Hallelujah! Praise the LORD| from the heavens; 
 praise God | in the heights. 
Praise the LORD, | all you angels; 
 sing praise, all you | hosts of heaven. 
Praise the LORD, | sun and moon; 
 sing praise, all you | shining stars. 
Praise the LORD, heav- | en of heavens, 
 and you waters a- | bove the heavens. 
Let them praise the name | of the LORD, 
 who commanded, and they | were created, 
who made them stand fast forev- | er and ever, 
 giving them a law that shall not | pass away. Refrain 
 
Praise the LORD| from the earth, 
 you sea monsters | and all deeps; 
fire and hail, | snow and fog, 
 tempestuous wind, do- | ing God’s will; 
mountains | and all hills, 
 fruit trees | and all cedars; 
wild beasts | and all cattle, 
 creeping things and | flying birds; 
sovereigns of the earth | and all peoples, 
 princes and all rulers | of the world; 
young | men and maidens, 
 old and | young together. Refrain 
 
Let them praise the name | of the LORD, 
 whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over | earth and heaven. 
The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all | faithful servants, 
 the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. | Hallelujah! Refrain 



SECOND READING   Revelation 21:1-6 

 saw a new heaven and a new earth; for 
the first heaven and the first earth had 

passed away, and the sea was no more. 
2And I saw the holy city, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying,  
 “See, the home of God is among 
mortals. 
 He will dwell with them; 
 they will be his peoples, 
 and God himself will be with them; 
 4he will wipe every tear from their 

eyes. 
 Death will be no more; 
 mourning and crying and pain will be 
no more, 
 for the first things have passed away.” 
 5And the one who was seated on the 
throne said, “See, I am making all things 
new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these 
words are trustworthy and true.” 6Then 
he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the beginning and the 
end. To the thirsty I will give water as a 
gift from the spring of the water of life.” 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Sung before and after the reading of the gospel. 

 
Verse: Everyone will know that you are | my disciples* if you have love for | one another. 

 

I 



GOSPEL    John 13:31-35 
 
The holy gospel according to St. John.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

hen he had gone out, Jesus said, 
“Now the Son of Man has been 

glorified, and God has been glorified in 
him. 32If God has been glorified in him, 
God will also glorify him in himself and 
will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I 
am with you only a little longer. You will 
look for me; and as I said to the Jews so 

now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you 
cannot come.’ 34I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one 
another. Just as I have loved you, you 
also should love one another. 35By this 
everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” 

 
The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM 
 
 
SERMON    A period of silence follows, introduced and concluded by bell. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W 



HYMN OF THE DAY  There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy      ELW 587 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the 
church, people in need, and all of creation. 

Loving God, lead us to follow your Spirit, rather than our own prejudices or desires, as 
the church cares for one another. Open us to perceive your gifts in those we least 
expect. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Inspire us to praise you through the beauty and majesty of the natural world around us. 
Urge us toward more deliberate care of the world you have made. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Humble the rulers of nations before your splendor. Direct them to the people who need 
their attention most, and turn them from the temptation to hoard wealth or power. God, 
in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Hasten to dwell among those who are in pain or distress. As Christ enters our deepest 
suffering, remain with those experiencing despair and great need.  Hear our prayers for 
all we name before you now, aloud or in the silence of our hearts… God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Place holy love at the center of all our relationships and communities. By your love heal 
us, convict us, and renew us. Bring an end to racism in our churches and communities. 
Let everyone know your goodness by the love we show one another. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Give us a place in the diverse company of your beloved saints. Teach us the value of each 
person’s identity, and bless us with a shared identity as your children, kindred of Christ. 
God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 



THE PEACE   The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.  
And also with you.  
 
 
 
 

+  Meal  + 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING  An offering is collected to support the work of the church in our 

community and the world.  Gifts may also be made online at 
www.trinitylowereastside.org/give as one-time or recurring contributions. 

 
 As the people’s gifts of bread and wine are brought forward we stand to 

sing: 
 

 
The refrain is on the following page. 

 
 



 
 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
Living God, 
you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together 
in your peaceable reign, 
and you welcome us all at your table. 
Reach out to us through this meal,  
and show us your wounded and risen body, 
that we may be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ,  
our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the presiding minister continues with the preface for 
the day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 



The presiding minister continues the Eucharistic Prayer, including the following responses: 
 
…With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
… Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
… Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
… we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
 
God, as a loving mother and as a gracious father you have called us to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 



LAMB OF GOD  The assembly is seated. 

 
 
 

INVITATION 
 
The risen Christ dwells with us here. 
All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come. 
 
 
COMMUNION All are welcome at the Lord’s table to receive communion. Wafers are gluten free. 

Wine contains alcohol. Communion may be received in one or both kinds.  The 
ushers will guide you forward. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION HYMN  I Come with Joy                    ELW 482 
 

 
 
 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
May the body and blood of Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, generous God, 
for in this bread and cup 
we have tasted the new heaven and earth 
where hunger and thirst are no more. 
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, 
that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

+  Sending  + 
 
 
 
 
BLESSING 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN   My Soul Does Magnify the Lord    ELW 882 

printed on next page 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
 
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WELCOME, CHILDREN! 
Here at Trinity we take seriously Jesus’ words “Let the little children come to me” – in fact, it’s 
even inscribed around our baptismal font (in German!).  We delight to welcome worshipers of all 
ages, even those who are a bit noisy and fidgety!  Families may worship in any part of our 
sanctuary, but a special area with kid’s tables has been prepared just for the youngest among us, 
complete with activity pages, crayons and pencils.  

• On the first and third Sundays of each month, kids are welcome to join Sunday School.  
Before the reading of the gospel and sermon, students will join their leaders downstairs or 
in the garden for a time of learning, exploration and crafts and will join us again in worship 
in time for Holy Communion. 

• On the other Sundays of the month, children will be invited forward to join Pastor Will for 
a special children’s sermon,  bringing to life the day’s themes in ways kids will understand. 

 
CHURCH COUNCIL 
The Church Council meets TODAY immediately following worship. 
 
LETTER-WRITING ON BEHALF OF THE UNHOUSED 
Throughout the month of May, we have an opportunity to write letters to Mayor Eric Adams and 
Councilmember Carlina Rivera advocating for a just and dignified approach to the housing crisis, 
of which our unhoused neighbors are victims. Many of us have been alarmed by the response of 
the NYPD to clear encampments with counter-terrorism units and arrests, with some in our parish 
community becoming directly involved in intervention and advocacy. As people of faith we are 
called to compassion and love, and you are encouraged to make your voice heard as we call for a 
less destructive and violent approach to those living on the streets while calling for increases in 
the private, supportive housing our neighbors are desperate for. A table with stationery, pens and 
letter-writing tips is set up in the Community Room for your use during coffee hour. 
 
A COMMUNITY IN GRIEF: THE GENERAL SLOCUM DISASTER – May 22 after worship 
On June 15, 1904 disaster struck the German Lutheran community of the Lower East Side as the 
steamship General Slocum caught fire in the East River, bringing a beloved annual picnic 
excursion to a deadly end.  Ill-equipped with defective life vests and inoperable lifeboats, fire 
quickly consumed the wooden ship, taking the lives of 1,021 Lower East Siders, the largest loss of 
life in New York City until September 11, 2001.  Join The Rev. Marsh Drege, Executive Director of 
Seafarers and International House for a presentation about the disaster and its lasting effects on 
the German-American community of the Lower East Side, concluding with a walk to the General 
Slocum Memorial in Tompkins Square Park. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA). We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news 
of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, 
and people of all genders into ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single 
status, sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse 
congregation in a richly diverse neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are 
here to share the love of Jesus Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into 
our fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, 
Trinity’s Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which 
operates a soup kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 
meals are served each day, and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry 
Monday through Friday. Volunteers are always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Our Schedule: 
Mon – Fri:  11am, Soup Kitchen; 12:30pm, Food Pantry 
Mon:  7:00pm, “Valley of the Dolls” NA Group 
Tues:   7:0pm and 8:00pm, “East Village” AA Group 
Thurs:   7:30pm, “Clean and Dry” AA Group 
Sun:   11am, Worship Service 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze  (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org  Facebook:  Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
Instagram: @TrinityLES.NYC 


	The psalm is sung responsively.

