
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
 

CREATION IN CHRIST 
September 6, 2026 + 11:00 a.m. 

 

TRINITY LOWER EAST SIDE LUTHERAN PARISH 
in the City of New York 



Welcome to worship! 
 

We are so pleased to have you with us this morning for worship and we believe that your presence among us more 
fully completes our community. 
 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA), a denomination of 2.7 million members in 8,400 congregations who welcome people of all 
genders and sexual orientations into membership and ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. We 
are a Reconciling in Christ congregation that fully welcomes and affirms LGBTQIA+ people and works to 
erase all discrimination against them. We grieve over the systemic racism of our society and are committed to the 
work of dismantling it. 
 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single status, 
sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. Whoever you are, whatever your identities, 
whoever you love, and wherever you are on your journey of life and faith, you are welcome here! 
 
Please silence all mobile devices. Two single-stall, all-gender restrooms are located in the Community Room on the first 
floor.  A changing table for infants is available. 
 
If you’re visiting us this morning and would like to keep in touch, 

● Add your name and contact information to the guest book on the Welcome Table at the sanctuary entrance. 
● Follow us on social media: 

o Facebook: @TrinityLES 
o Youtube: @trinitylowereastsideluther2220 (including livestreams of worship) 
o Instagram: @TrinityLES.NYC 
o Follow our feeding ministry @TrinitySAFH on all platforms 

 

 
 

Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Mohican and 
Munsee Lenape peoples and we give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. We also wish to 

recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their home. 

Our Schedule: 
Mon – Fri:  11:00am, Soup Kitchen; 12:30pm, 

Food Pantry 
Mon: 7:00pm, “Valley of the Dolls” NA 

Group 
Wed: 7:30pm, STP Creative Foundation 
Thurs:  7:30pm, “Clean and Dry” AA Group 
Sun:  11:00am, Worship Service 
 6:00pm “Unity” NA Group 
 

Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: The Rev. William Kroeze  
(pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pastoral Intern: Vicar Nicolas Paulson-Moe 
(vicar@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence 
Administrator: Gillian Fox Orwoll 
(office@trinitylowereastside.org)

Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, Trinity’s 
Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which operates a soup 
kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 meals are served each day, 
and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry Monday through Friday. Volunteers are always 
needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 



+ Gathering + 
 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC  Please stand at the ringing of the bell. 
 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
who pours love into our hearts 
and healing upon the earth. 
Amen. 
 
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 
to others. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Hear this good news: 
We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ, 
in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 
Amen. 
 



GATHERING HYMN  Morning has Broken                              ELW 556 
 
 
GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ | La gracia de nuestro Señor Jesucristo, 
the Love of God | el amor de Dios, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit | y la comunión del Espíritu Santo 
be with you all. | sean con ustedes. 
And also with you. | Y también contigo. 
 
 
  



HYMN OF PRAISE  Now the Feast and Celebration 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. 
O God, in whom we live and move and have our being, 
in Christ you created the worlds, 
and your Spirit breathes life into the universe. 
We praise you for your wondrous creation. 
Bless us and all your handiwork with your infinite light, 
and direct our lives to the care of this good earth, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

+  Word  + 
 

 
FIRST READING  Genesis 1:1—2:4a 
 

hen God began to create the heavens 
and the earth, 2 the earth was 

complete chaos, and darkness covered the 
face of the deep, while a wind from God 
swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then 
God said, “Let there be light,” and there 
was light. 4 And God saw that the light was 
good, and God separated the light from the 
darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the first 
day. 
  6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in 
the midst of the waters, and let it separate 
the waters from the waters.” 7 So God made 
the dome and separated the waters that 
were under the dome from the waters that 
were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God 
called the dome Sky. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the second day. 

  9 And God said, “Let the waters under 
the sky be gathered together into one 
place, and let the dry land appear.” And it 
was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and 
the waters that were gathered together he 
called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 
11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit 
trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit 
with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The 
earth brought forth vegetation: plants 
yielding seed of every kind and trees of 
every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. 
And God saw that it was good. 13 And there 
was evening and there was morning, the 
third day. 
  14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the 
dome of the sky to separate the day from 
the night, and let them be for signs and for 
seasons and for days and years, 15 and let 
them be lights in the dome of the sky to give 
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light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God 
made the two great lights—the greater 
light to rule the day and the lesser light to 
rule the night—and the stars. 17 God set 
them in the dome of the sky to give light 
upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day and 
over the night, and to separate the light 
from the darkness. And God saw that it was 
good. 19 And there was evening and there 
was morning, the fourth day. 
  20 And God said, “Let the waters bring 
forth swarms of living creatures, and let 
birds fly above the earth across the dome of 
the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea 
monsters and every living creature that 
moves, of every kind, with which the waters 
swarm and every winged bird of every kind. 
And God saw that it was good. 22 God 
blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and 
let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there 
was evening and there was morning, the 
fifth day. 
  24 And God said, “Let the earth bring 
forth living creatures of every kind: cattle 
and creeping things and wild animals of the 
earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God 
made the wild animals of the earth of every 
kind and the cattle of every kind and 
everything that creeps upon the ground of 
every kind. And God saw that it was good. 
  26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in 
our image, according to our likeness, and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea 
and over the birds of the air and over the 

cattle and over all the wild animals of the 
earth and over every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth.” 
 27 So God created humans in his image, in 
the image of God he created them; male 
and female he created them. 28 God blessed 
them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and 
have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the air and over every 
living thing that moves upon the earth.” 
29 God said, “See, I have given you every 
plant yielding seed that is upon the face of 
all the earth and every tree with seed in its 
fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to 
every beast of the earth and to every bird of 
the air and to everything that creeps on the 
earth, everything that has the breath of life, 
I have given every green plant for food.” 
And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he 
had made, and indeed, it was very good. 
And there was evening and there was 
morning, the sixth day. 
  2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were 
finished and all their multitude. 2 On the 
sixth day God finished the work that he had 
done, and he rested on the seventh day 
from all the work that he had done. 3 So God 
blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, 
because on it God rested from all the work 
that he had done in creation. 
  4a These are the generations of the 
heavens and the earth when they were 
created. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
  



PSALM   Psalm 148 
    The psalm is sung responsively. 
 

 
 

 

Hallelujah! Praise the LORD| from the heavens; 
 praise God | in the heights. 
Praise the LORD, | all you angels; 
 sing praise, all you | hosts of heaven. 
Praise the LORD, | sun and moon; 
 sing praise, all you | shining stars. 
Praise the LORD, heav- | en of heavens, 
 and you waters a- | bove the heavens. 
Let them praise the name | of the LORD, 
 who commanded, and they | were created, 
who made them stand fast forev- | er and ever, 
 giving them a law that shall not | pass away. Refrain 
 
Praise the LORD| from the earth, 
 you sea monsters | and all deeps; 
fire and hail, | snow and fog, 
 tempestuous wind, do- | ing God's will; 
mountains | and all hills, 
 fruit trees | and all cedars; 
wild beasts | and all cattle, 
 creeping things and | flying birds; 
sovereigns of the earth | and all peoples, 
 princes and all rulers | of the world; 
young | men and maidens, 
 old and | young together. 
Let them praise the name | of the LORD, 
 whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over | earth and heaven. 
The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all | faithful servants, 
 the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. | Hallelujah! Refrain 
 
  



SECOND READING       Acts 17:22a, 24-28 
 

hen Paul stood in front of the 
Areopagus and said, 24 “The God who 

made the world and everything in it, he 
who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not 
live in shrines made by human hands, 
25 nor is he served by human hands, as 
though he needed anything, since he 
himself gives to all mortals life and breath 
and all things. 26 From one ancestor he 
made all peoples to inhabit the whole 

earth, and he allotted the times of their 
existence and the boundaries of the 
places where they would live, 27 so that 
they would search for God and perhaps 
fumble about for him and find him—
though indeed he is not far from each one 
of us. 28 For ‘In him we live and move and 
have our being’; as even some of your 
own poets have said, ‘For we, too, are his 
offspring.’ 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 

The acclamation is sung before and after the reading of the Gospel. 
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GOSPEL                    John 1:1-5 
 
The holy gospel according to Saint Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

n the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 
3 All things came into being through him, 
and without him not one thing came into 

being. What has come into being 4 in him 
was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overtake it. 

 
The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON A period of silence for reflection follows introduced and concluded by the ringing of a bell. 
 
 
  

I 



HYMN OF THE DAY  Before the Waters Nourished Earth        ACS 1049 
 

 
 
 
  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
We join with Christians far and near to worship God the Creator, 
praying for the earth and for all in need, responding to each petition with the words 
“Your mercy is great.” 
 
O God of mystery, mercy, and might, for the church we pray: 
that churches around the globe collaborate in care for the earth, 
and that all the baptized nurture a zeal for the wellbeing of creation. 
Hear us, O God, source of life: 
Your mercy is great. 
 
For the earth we pray: that this bounteous creation receive continued divine blessing, 
that the air be wholesome, that the waters be plenteous and clean, 
that the land be treasured, and that animals be protected. 
Grant that what on earth has been despoiled will be healed. 
Hear us, O God, our creator: 
Your mercy is great. 
 
For the nations we pray: that farmers, herders, foragers, fishers, 
and grocers provide the food humans need, that legislators strive in all things for the 
common good, and that science and technology lead us toward more responsible ways to 
live. Hear us, O God, our stronghold: 
Your mercy is great. 
 
For our country we pray: that national parks, forests, and wildlife refuges be safeguarded, 
that all natural resources benefit the whole population, and that our children learn respect 
for nature. Hear us, O God, our guardian: 
Your mercy is great. 
 
For those in need we pray: that humankind be sheltered from pandemic and from 
extreme weather, and that all who are sick or suffering receive medical attention and 
communal support. Give heed to those whose names we call out to you, 
especially those we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts. Hear us, 
O God, our healer: 
Your mercy is great. 
 



We praise you for all believers who have lived and died in communion with the earth. 
Grant that in your good time we join with all your creatures in your presence forever. 
Hear us, O God, the beginning and the end: 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Into your hands, O God, our maker and keeper, we commend ourselves and your whole 
creation, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 

+  Meal  + 
 
 

OFFERING An offering is collected to support the work of the church 
in our community and the world. Gifts may also be made 
online at www.trinitylowereastside.org/give as one-time 
or recurring contributions or on Venmo using the QR 
code. 

   
 
  



AT THE PRESENTATION As the people’s gifts of bread, wine, and money are brought forward we 
stand to sing: 

 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

  



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… here the presiding minister continues the Proper Preface, 

concluding …we praise your name, and join their unending hymn: 



 
 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,  
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,  
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
  



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Padre nuestro que estás en el cielo, 
santificado sea tu nombre. 
Venga tu reino.  
Hágase tu voluntad en la tierra 

como en el cielo.  
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día.  
Perdona nuestras ofensas  

como también nosotros 
perdonamos a los que nos ofenden.  
No nos dejes caer en tentación  

y líbranos del mal.  
Porque tuyo es el reino, 
tuyo es el poder y tuya es la gloria, ahora 
y siempre. Amén. 

 

  



LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Heaven has come near. 
Come, share in the feast! 
 
 
COMMUNION All are welcome at Christ's table to receive communion. Wafers 

are low gluten. The silver chalice contains wine and the ceramic 
chalice contains grape juice.  

 
 
COMMUNION HYMN  God the Sculptor of the Mountains                     ELW 736 
 
 
  



POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
May the body and blood of Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 
Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

+ Sending + 

 

BENEDICTION 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN  Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee               ELW 836
   
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God.  



PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
INTRODUCING TRINITY'S NEW INTERN 
On September 1 we rejoice to welcome Vicar Wayne Olsen, Trinity's new Pastoral Intern for 2026-
2027! A lifelong resident of Northern New Jersey, Vicar Wayne is a student at Wartburg Theological 
Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa where he has been completing his studies following a career in the 
music retail industry. 
 
"SUNDAY TOGETHER" - A NEW CHILDREN'S MINISTRY BEGINS SEPT 13 
We are thrilled to announce a new children's ministry beginning this fall called Sunday Together, a 
special time for young children (ages 0-4) and those who care for them led by Mari. Starting 
September 13 and continuing the second Sunday of each month, Sunday Together will include 
storytelling, movement, play, and new friends. We begin worship together as a community, with 
children and their adults going downstairs for 30 minutes at the sermon, and joining worship again 
for communion.  
 
THANK YOU FOR A SUCCESSFUL SCHOOL SUPPLIES DRIVE! 
Because of your generosity, we have met our goal of collecting school supplies to create fifty fully 
packed bookbags for the children of our community! After worship today, we will assemble the 
bookbags to prepare them for distribution. Packed bookbags will be distributed to guests of 
Trinity's Services and to the residents of the Women's Prison Association shelter on 10th St. 
 
SAVE THE DATE: HOMECOMING SUNDAY, SEPT 20 
On September 20 we celebrate Homecoming Sunday, when we kick off another year of life together 
as a congregation! And we'll also be kicking off this year's season of Jazz Worship, which will 
continue through Reformation Day! 
 
40TH ANNIVERSARY GALA FOR TRINITY'S SERVICES, OCT 2 
You are invited to celebrate with Trinity's Services And Food for the Homeless on 40 years of 
continuous service to the East Village community and beyond. At this gala, we will recognize four 
incredible decades of food made with love and served with dignity to our neighbors in need. Buy 
tickets at safhnyc.org. 
 
INTRODUCING THE CHURCHYARD SESSIONS 
This fall we're offering a series of performances by local musicians in our garden as a way of 
supporting local talent and connecting more deeply with our neighbors. We'll be collecting a $10 
suggested donation at the door. First up this Tuesday at 7:00pm is singer-songwriter Jayne Sugg 
who will share her original songs of spirituality and hope. On Tuesday September 15 we'll have Kiki 
and the Fellas, sharing the Latin sounds of Loisaida. And on Tuesday September 22 parishioner 
Josh Brennan's band Softcrush takes us back to the golden eras of rock and punk with an 
unplugged and fresh approach. 


