SERVICE OF THE WORD

THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
August 23, 2026 + 11:00 a.m.

TRINITY LOWER EAST SIDE LUTHERAN PARISH
in the City of New York



Welcome to worship!

We are so pleased to have you with us this morning for worship and we believe that your presence among us more
fully completes our community.

Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

(ELCA), a denomination of 2.7 million members in 8,400 congregations who welcome people of all

genders and sexual orientations into membership and ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. We

are a Reconciling in Christ congregation that fully welcomes and affirms LGBTQIA+ people and works to

erase all discrimination against them. We grieve over the systemic racism of our society and are committed to the
work of dismantling it.

We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single status,
sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. Whoever you are, whatever your identities,
whoever you love, and wherever you are on your journey of life and faith, you are welcome here!

Please silence all mobile devices. Two single-stall, all-gender restrooms are located in the Community Room on the first
floor. A changing table for infants is available.

If you’re visiting us this morning and would like to keep in touch,
® Add your name and contact information to the guest book on the Welcome Table at the sanctuary entrance.
e  Follow us on social media:
o Facebook: @TrinityLES
o Youtube: @trinitylowereastsideluther2220 (including livestreams of worship)
o Instagram: @TrinityLES.NYC
o Follow our feeding ministry @TrinitySAFH on all platforms

Our Schedule: Those Who Serve:

Mon - Fri:  11:00am, Soup Kitchen; 12:30pm, Pastor: The Rev. William Kroeze
Food Pantry (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org)

Mon: 7:00pm, “Valley of the Dolls” NA Pastoral Intern: Vicar Nicolas Paulson-Moe
Group (vicar@trinitylowereastside.org)

Wed: 7:30pm, STP Creative Foundation Pianist: Paul Staroba

Thurs: 7:30pm, “Clean and Dry” AA Group Choir Director: Alex Lawrence

Sun: 11:00am, Worship Service Administrator: Gillian Fox Orwoll
6:00pm “Unity” NA Group (office@trinitylowereastside.org)

Our Outreach:

To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, Trinity’s
Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe’”) which operates a soup
kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 meals are served each day,
and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry Monday through Friday. Volunteers are always
needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information.

Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Mohican and
Munsee Lenape peoples and we give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. We also wish to
recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their home.



+ Gathering +

PRESERVICE MUSIC Please stand at the ringing of the bell.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you rest.”
In the name of God,

Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit,

your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Give Me Jesus ELW 770

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ | La gracia de nuestro Sefior Jesucristo,
the Love of God | el amor de Dios,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit | y la comunién del Espiritu Santo
be with you all. | sean con ustedes.

And also with you. | Y también contigo.



HYMN OF PRAISE Now the Feast and Celebration
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age,

we praise you, the rock of our life.

Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son,

that we may gladly minister to all the world,

through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

+ Word +

FIRST READING Isaiah 51:1-6
Listen to me, you who pursue

righteousness, you who seek the
LorD. Look to the rock from which you
were hewn and to the quarry from which
you were dug. °Look to Abraham your
father and to Sarah, who bore you, for he
was but one when | called him, but |
blessed him and made him many. 3 For the
Lorp will comfort Zion; he will comfort all
her waste places and will make her
wilderness like Eden, her desert like the
garden of the LoRD; joy and gladness will
be found in her, thanksgiving and the
voice of song.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

“Listen to me, my people, and give heed
to me, my nation, for a teaching will go
out from me and my justice for a light to
the peoples. °1 will bring near my
deliverance swiftly; my salvation has gone
out, and my arms will rule the peoples; the
coastlands wait for me, and for my arm
they hope. °Lift up your eyes to the
heavens and look at the earth beneath,
for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the
earth will wear out like a garment, and
those who live on it will die like gnats, but
my salvation will be forever, and my
deliverance will never be ended.



PSALM Psalm 138

The psalm is sung responsively.

_Q_g — .
| | A I | T | | | [ |
@ 11 | 11 | | | | é | i |
v, <! ok o < < <l <l <l <k
O Lorp, your stead - fast love en - dures for - ev - er.

Psalm 138:8
Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2007 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

| will give thanks to you, O Lorp, with I my whole heart;
before the gods | will | sing your praise.
I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your
steadfast | love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all things.
When | called, you | answered me;
you increased my | strength within me.
All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O Lorb,
when they have heard the words | of your mouth. Refrain

They will sing of the ways | of the Lorb,
that great is the glory | of the Lorp.

The LoRoD is high, yet cares | for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty | from afar.

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right | hand shall save
me.

You will make good your pur- | pose for me;
O LoRb, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works | of your
hands. Refrain



SECOND READING Romans 12:1-8

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and
sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable to God, which is your
reasonable act of worship. Do not be
conformed to this age, but be
transformed by the renewing of the mind,
so that you may discern what is the will of
God—what is good and acceptable and
perfect.

> For by the grace given to me | say to
everyone among you not to think of
yourself more highly than you ought to
think but to think with sober judgment,

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

each according to the measure of faith
that God has assigned. “ For as in one body
we have many members and not all the
members have the same function, ° so we,
who are many, are one body in Christ, and
individually we are members one of
another. °We have gifts that differ
according to the grace given to us:
prophecy, in proportion to faith;
/ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in
teaching; the encourager, in
encouragement; the giver, in sincerity;
the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.

The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.

The acclamation is sung before and after the reading of the Gospel.
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GOSPEL Matthew 16:13-20

The holy gospel according to Saint Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

N ow when Jesus came into the district
of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that the
Son of Man is?” '* And they said, “Some
say John the Baptist but others Elijah and
still others Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.” "> He said to them, “But who
do you say that | am?” '®Simon Peter
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son
of the living God.” "7 And Jesus answered
him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Christ is Made the Sure Foundation

revealed this to you but my Father in
heaven. ® And | tell you, you are Peter,
and on this rock | will build my church, and
the gates of Hades will not prevail against
it. " 1 will give you the keys of the kingdom
of heaven, and whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven.” *°Then he sternly
ordered the disciples not to tell anyone
that he was the Messiah.

A period of silence for reflection follows introduced and concluded by the ringing of a bell.

ELW 645

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church,

those in need, and all of God’s creation.

God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built. Strengthen and
encourage your faithful people everywhere they gather, that they boldly proclaim your

word of life to all the world. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.



You spoke and all creation came into being. Field and forest, wetland and wilderness—

all reveal your glory. Sustain and nourish your creation. Teach us to be wise stewards of all
you have made. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You bring deliverance to nations and peoples. Come to the aid of nations experiencing
war, conflict, disease, famine, and disaster. Guide the work of relief agencies and
peacemaking organizations. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You regard the lowly and hear us when we cry out to you. Be present among all who
struggle with addiction, housing insecurity, incarceration, and mental illness,

that they know they are not alone. Hear our prayers for all in need this day,
especially those we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You draw together people with differing gifts. Lift up the many and varied gifts and
talents of this congregation and strengthen the bonds of fellowship that all may be united
as the body of Christ. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful who died in the hope
of this promise. Strengthen us in faith until the day we join them at your eternal banquet.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised.
All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



OFFERING

An offering is collected to support the work of the church in our community
and the world. Gifts may also be made online at
www.trinitylowereastside.org/give as one-time or recurring contributions or
on Venmo using the QR code.

AT THE PRESENTATION As the people’s gifts of bread, wine, and money are brought forward we
stand to sing:
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Let us pray.

Holy God,

mighty Fortress, loving Redeemer, steadfast Comforter,
as vegetation matures in forests and fields,

your living Word undergirds all that lives.

We praise your eternal Word.

In the words of the Scriptures you offer us Christ:
our refuge, our savior, our friend,

accompanying us throughout our years

and renewing us in love.

We praise Jesus, your Word.

We pray for power from your abiding Spirit.
Strengthen us to stand firm in faith,

in devotion to your Word,

and in service to others.

We pray for the Spirit of your Word.

To you be honor and praise and glory,
today and forever.
Amen.



Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

The Lord bless you and keep you.

Padre nuestro que estas en el cielo,
santificado sea tu nombre.
Venga tu reino.
Hagase tu voluntad en la tierra
como en el cielo.
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia.
Perdona nuestras ofensas
como también nosotros
perdonamos a los que nos ofenden.
No nos dejes caer en tentacion
y libranos del mal.
Porque tuyo es el reino,
tuyo es el poder y tuya es la gloria, ahora
y siempre. Amén.

+ Sending +

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN My Hope is Built on Nothing Less ELW 597

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.



PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

INTRODUCING TRINITY'S NEW INTERN

On September 1 we rejoice to welcome Vicar Wayne Olsen, Trinity's new Pastoral Intern for
2026-2027! Alifelong resident of Northern New Jersey, Vicar Wayne is a student at Wartburg
Theological Seminary in Dubuque, lowa where he has been completing his studies following
a career in the music retail industry. His first Sunday with us will be September 6.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES DRIVE

Our annual School Supplies Drive is back! Through the month of August E
we will be collecting new school supplies to assemble fully-stocked ﬁ%

bookbags for the children of our community, including the children at the

Women's Prison Association shelter on 10th Street. Check out our

Amazon wishlist, where you can purchase our needed items and

have them sent directly to Trinity, or use the list as a guide and shop at —
your favorite local business.

SAVE THE DATE: HOMECOMING SUNDAY, SEPT 20

On September 20 we celebrate Homecoming Sunday, when we kick off another year of life
together as a congregation! And we'll also be kicking off this year's season of Jazz Worship,
which will continue through Reformation Day!

COMING THIS FALL

While we are enjoying the quiet of summer, we're excited about many plans that are being
made for the Fall! Highlights include a new children's ministry for toddlers and their parents,
a series of performances in the garden, a production of Jason Robert Brown's
groundbreaking musical The Last Five Years, a whole series of Jazz Worship, welcoming a
new Vicar, and much more! You will definitely want to be a part of the excitement beginning
September!









