TRINITY LOWER EAST SIDE LUTHERAN PARISH

PALM SUNDAY
MARCH 23, 2026 + 11:00 A.M.



Welcome to worship!

We are so pleased to have you with us this morning for worship, and we believe that your presence among us
more fully completes our community.

Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA), a denomination of 2.7 million members in 8,400 congregations who welcome people of all

genders and sexual orientations into membership and ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. We

are a Reconciling in Christ congregation that fully welcomes and affirms LGBTQIA+ people and works to

erase all discrimination against them. We grieve over the systemic racism of our society and are committed to
the work of dismantling it.

We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single status,
sexual orientation, or gender expression andj/or identity. Whoever you are, whatever your identities,
whoever you love, and wherever you are on your journey of life and faith, you are welcome here!

Please silence all mobile devices. Two single stall, all-gender restrooms are located in the Community Room on the
first floor. A changing table for infants is available.

If you’re visiting us this morning and would like to keep in touch,
® Add your name and contact information to the guest book on the Welcome Table at the sanctuary
entrance.
e Follow us on social media:

o Facebook: @TrinityLES
o Youtube: @trinitylowereastsideluther2220 (including livestreams of worship)
o Instagram: @TrinityLES.NYC
o Follow our feeding ministry @TrinitySAFH on all platforms
Our Schedule: Those Who Serve:
Mon - Fri:  11:00am, Soup Kitchen; 12:30pm, Pastor: The Rev. William Kroeze
Food Pantry (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org)
Mon: 7:00pm, “Valley of the Dolls” NA Pastoral Intern: Vicar Nicolas Paulson-Moe
Group (vicar@trinitylowereastside.org)
Wed: 7:30pm, STP Creative Foundation Pianist: Paul Staroba
Thurs: 7:30pm, “Clean and Dry”” AA Group Choir Director: Alex Lawrence
Sun: 11:00am, Worship Service Administrator: Gillian Fox Orwoll
6:00pm “Unity” NA Group (office@trinitylowereastside.org)

Our Outreach:

To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, Trinity’s
Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe’”) which operates a soup
kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 meals are served each day,
and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry Monday through Friday. Volunteers are always
needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information.



+ Gathering +

Weather permitting, the assembly gathers in Tompkins Square Park
to hear the gospel and receive palms.

The presiding minister begins:

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest!

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL

The holy gospel according to Saint Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

hen they had come near Jerusalem
and had reached Bethphage, at the
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples,
*saying to them, “Go into the village
ahead of you, and immediately you wiill
find a donkey tied and a colt with her;
untie them and bring them to me. :If
anyone says anything to you, just say this,
‘The Lord needs them.” And he will send
them immediately.” *This took place to
fulfill what had been spoken through the
prophet:
5 “Tell the daughter of Zion,
Look, your king is coming to you,
humble and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a
donkey.”
®The disciples went and did as Jesus had

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Matthew 21:1-11

directed them; ’ they brought the donkey
and the colt and put their cloaks on them,
and he sat on them. ®A very large crowd
spread their cloaks on the road, and
others cut branches from the trees and
spread them on the road. °The crowds
that went ahead of him and that followed
were shouting,

“Hosanna to the Son of David!

Blessed is the one who comes in the
name of the Lord!

Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
©“When he entered Jerusalem, the whole
city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?”
"The crowds were saying, “This is the
prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”



BLESSING OF THE PALMS

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ.

Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those
who spread garments and branches along his way.

Bless these branches and those who carry them.

Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross,

so that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you;

through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.

Amen.

PROCESSION

Let us go forth in peace,
In the name of Christ. Amen.

The assembly processes to the church, waving palms and singing
All Glory, Laud, and Honor, printed on the following page.
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When all have reached their places, the presiding minister concludes the procession.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and
meditate on the salvation of the world through his sufferings, death, burial,

and resurrection, let us pray.

O God of mercy and might,

in the mystery of the passion of your Son you offer your infinite life to the world.
Gather us around the cross of Christ, and preserve us until the resurrection,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.
Amen.

+ Word +

FIRST READING

he Lord Gob has given me a trained

tongue, that | may know how to
sustain the weary with a word. Morning
by morning he wakens, wakens my ear to
listen as those who are taught. > The Lord
Gob has opened my ear, and | was not
rebellious; | did not turn backward. °1
gave my back to those who struck me and
my cheeks to those who pulled out the
beard; | did not hide my face from insult
and spitting.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 50:4-9a

/The Lord Gobp helps me; therefore |
have not been disgraced; therefore | have
set my face like flint, and | know that |
shall not be put to shame; ®he who
vindicates me is near. Who will contend
with me? Let us stand in court together.
Who are my adversaries? Let them
confront me. °?It is the Lord Gop who
helps me; who will declare me guilty?



SECOND READING

et the same mind be in you that was in

Christ Jesus, °‘who, though he was in
the form of God, did not regard equality
with God as something to be exploited,
’but emptied himself, taking the form of a
slave, being born in human likeness. And
being found in human form, *he humbled
himself and became obedient to the point
of death— even death on a cross.

The word of the Lord.

Philippians 2:5-11

‘Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name that is above
every name, °so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, "and every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Thanks be to God.
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THE PASSION Matthew 26:14—27:66

You are invited to follow along the dramatic reading of the Passion according to
St. Matthew in the booklet found at your seat.
We enter the story by participating as members of the crowd,
reading together the portions printed in bold print.
Please leave the booklet at your seat for use in future years.

The reading of the Passion is concluded by extended silence, introduced and concluded by the ringing of a bell.




HYMN OF THE DAY
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G
aan

s :

B e S

1 There in God’s gar - den stands the Tree of Wis - dom,

2 Its name is Je - sus, name that says, “Our Sav - ior!”

3 Thoms not its own are tan - gled in  its fo - liage;

4 See how its branch - es reach to us in wel - come;

TN

- J J) T Al — .l ]
751 i i T — h‘ ﬁ I g — |

L | | T ! 1T !/ I I | i |
N , | ‘

P A | T 1 I 1 N | | |
Ord—g 3, 4 =g —
” | )4 I-‘_- | | |
= ~— |'\i r = h—f TsL

e
whose leaves hold  forth the heal - ing of the na - tions:
There on its branch - es see  the scars of suf - f’ring;
our  greed has starved it, our  de-spite has  choked it.
hear  what the Voice says, “Come to me, ye wea - 1y!
—
I VB S . he |
- % . 5 2 8 8 o o, |
AN | | | T | T /) |
v | | | ! I | '\ | | LAY |= I |

f |,J | ] S ]
i 1 = ) |
]
“ — \,r !

Tree of all knowl - edge, Tree of all com -
see there the ten - drils of our hu - man
Yet, look! it lives! its grief has not de -
Give me your sick - ness, give me all your
A o e S
rax F ﬁ ’ T . L — b ﬁ ]
i T | > ] |
ol ol ] e = * o | |
| T~

—
9

this my resurrection;
into your hands, Lord,

I commit my spirit.
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Amen! My Master!
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and
its needs.

The following response is sung throughout the prayers as indicated:

Ya - ra - bba ssa-la - mi am-ter a-lay - na ssa-lam,
Let your peace rain up-on us, O liv-ing God of .. . peace.
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ya - ra-bbassa-la - mi im la’ qu-lu - ba-na ssa- lam.
Let your peace rain up-on  us, Lord, fill our hearts . . with your peace.

O God, you announce words of grace and truth. Give wisdom to all preachers in your
church both globally and locally. Open our hearts to encounter the infinite life you offer in
Jesus.

You hold the whole universe. Gather sun and moon, clouds and stars, land and sea, and
plants and animals around the cross, so that all creation bears witness to your saving love.

Your power is sure. Destroy inequity and division in every place, and build your beloved
community among all people. Guide judges, attorneys, and juries so that they act with
justice and fairness. Response

Your heart breaks open at our pain. Send healing and vindication to all who, like Jesus,
know the sting of betrayal, denial, abuse, or false accusations. Be with those experiencing
pain or loss this day, especially those we name before you now, aloud or in the silence of
our hearts...

Your ways show compassion. Let this same mind be in us as we enter Holy Week. Bless
those here who will lead worship and tell the story of Jesus’ death and resurrection.

O God, your embrace is eternal. Praise and thanks to you for all the faithful departed who
rest in your mercy. Deliver us all from death’s power and raise us to life in you. Response.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.



THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

+ Meal +
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

O God, maker of heaven and earth,

your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth
and bring forth its bounty.

Through these gifts of bread and wine,

draw us into the death and life of your Son,
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... Here the presiding minister continues with the preface for the
day, concluding: ... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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The presiding minister continues the Eucharistic Prayer, which includes the following responses:

... With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
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... Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

... Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.

... we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Padre nuestro que estas en el cielo,
santificado sea tu nombre.
Venga tu reino.
Hagase tu voluntad en la tierra
como en el cielo.
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia.
Perdona nuestras ofensas
como también nosotros
perdonamos a los que nos ofenden.
No nos dejes caer en tentacion
y libranos del mal.
Porque tuyo es el reino,
tuyo es el poder y tuya es la gloria, ahora
y siempre. Amén.

LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin

of the world; grant us peace.



INVITATION

Come to the table.
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

COMMUNION All are welcome at Christ's table to receive communion. Wafers are low
gluten. The silver chalice contains wine and the ceramic chalice contains
grape juice. During Communion the assembly sings:
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

May the body and blood of Christ
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,

may we become Christ’s body in the world,

bearing witness to your love for all creation,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR

Following the Prayer after Communion, the service concludes with the stripping of the altar.
The sacramental elements and vessels, linens, paraments, banners, and books
are removed from the worship space.
During the stripping of the altar, Psalm 22 is sung.
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