
 
 

 
 
 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
FEBRUARY 1, 2026 + 11:00 a.m. 

 

TRINITY LOWER EAST SIDE LUTHERAN PARISH 
in the City of New York 



Welcome to worship! 
 

We are so pleased to have you with us this morning for worship, and we believe that your presence among us 
more fully completes our community. 
 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA), a denomination of 2.7 million members in 8,400 congregations who welcome people of all 
genders and sexual orientations into membership and ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. We 
are a Reconciling in Christ congregation that fully welcomes and affirms LGBTQIA+ people and works to 
erase all discrimination against them. We grieve over the systemic racism of our society and are committed to 
the work of dismantling it. 
 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single status, 
sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. Whoever you are, whatever your identities, 
whoever you love, and wherever you are on your journey of life and faith, you are welcome here! 

 
 
Please silence all mobile devices. Two single stall, all-gender restrooms are located in the Community Room on the 
first floor.  A changing table for infants is available. 
 
If you’re visiting us this morning and would like to keep in touch, 

● Add your name and contact information to the guest book on the Welcome Table at the sanctuary 
entrance. 

● Follow us on social media: 
o Facebook: @TrinityLES (including livestreams of worship) 
o Instagram: @TrinityLES.NYC 
o Follow our feeding ministry @TrinitySAFH on all platforms 

 

 

Our Schedule: 
Mon – Fri:  11:00am, Soup Kitchen; 12:30pm, 

Food Pantry 
Mon: 7:00pm, “Valley of the Dolls” NA 

Group 
Wed: 7:30pm, STP Creative Foundation 
Thurs:  7:30pm, “Clean and Dry” AA Group 
Sun:  11:00am, Worship Service 
 6:00pm “Unity” NA Group 
 

Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: The Rev. William Kroeze  
(pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pastoral Intern: Vicar Nicolas Paulson-Moe 
(vicar@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence 
Administrator: Gillian Fox Orwoll 
(office@trinitylowereastside.org)

Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, Trinity’s 
Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which operates a soup 
kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 meals are served each day, 
and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry Monday through Friday. Volunteers are always 
needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 



+  Gathering  + 
 

 
PRELUDE   Please stand at the ringing of the bell. 
 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
the Creator of heaven and earth, 
the Word who spoke life into being, 
the Wind stirring the waters. 
Amen. 
 
Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 
 
Mighty God, lover of justice, 
you call us to life in community, 
but we have served our own interests 
at the expense of our neighbors. 
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 
We say the right words, 
but our hearts are far from you. 
Turn us to seek your face. 
Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, 
that we may do justice, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
The former things have passed away, 
and new things God now declares: 
Like a spring of water that never fails, 
God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 
and forgives your sin in + Jesus’ name. 
May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, 
and bless you with the gift of peace. 
Amen. 
 



GATHERING HYMN  Let Streams of Living Justice                         ELW 710 
 
 
THE GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ  
the Love of God 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you 

La gracia de nuestro Señor Jesucristo, 
el amor de Dios, 
y la comunión del Espíritu Santo 
sean con ustedes. 
Y también contigo. 

 
 
KYRIE    Oh, Lord Have Mercy 
    Found on following page 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 



 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray. 
Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the 
pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, 
and perseverance in striving for peace, 
that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

+  Word  + 
 

 
FIRST READING  Micah 6:1-8 
 

ear what the LORD says: Rise, plead 
your case before the mountains, and 

let the hills hear your voice. 2 Hear, you 
mountains, the case of the LORD, and you 
enduring foundations of the earth, for the 
LORD has a case against his people, and he 
will contend with Israel. 
3 “O my people, what have I done to you? 
In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4 For I brought you up from the land of 
Egypt and redeemed you from the house 
of slavery, and I sent before you Moses, 
Aaron, and Miriam. 5 O my people, 
remember now what King Balak of Moab 
devised, what Balaam son of Beor 

answered him, and what happened from 
Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the 
saving acts of the LORD.” 
6 “With what shall I come before the LORD 
and bow myself before God on high? Shall 
I come before him with burnt offerings, 
with calves a year old? 7 Will the LORD be 
pleased with thousands of rams, with ten 
thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my 
firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of 
my body for the sin of my soul?” 8 He has 
told you, O mortal, what is good, and what 
does the LORD require of you but to do 
justice and to love kindness and to walk 
humbly with your God? 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 
 

H 



PSALM   Psalm 15 

    The refrain is sung first by the cantor, then by all. 
    The verses are sung responsively. 
 

 
 
 

LORD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 
 Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 
Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 
 who speak the truth | from their heart; Refrain 
 
they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 
 they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 
In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear the LORD. 
 They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word. 
They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- | gainst the 
innocent. 
 Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown. Refrain 
 
 
 
  



SECOND READING  1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 

he message about the cross is 
foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it 
is the power of God. 19 For it is written,  
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the 
discerning I will thwart.” 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is 
the scholar? Where is the debater of this 
age? Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the 
wisdom of God, the world did not know 
God through wisdom, God decided, 
through the foolishness of the 
proclamation, to save those who believe. 
22 For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 
foolishness to gentiles, 24 but to those who 
are the called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God and the wisdom 

of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is wiser 
than human wisdom, and God’s weakness 
is stronger than human strength. 
  26 Consider your own call, brothers and 
sisters: not many of you were wise by 
human standards, not many were 
powerful, not many were of noble birth. 
27 But God chose what is foolish in the 
world to shame the wise; God chose what 
is weak in the world to shame the strong; 
28 God chose what is low and despised in 
the world, things that are not, to abolish 
things that are, 29 so that no one might 
boast in the presence of God. 30 In 
contrast, God is why you are in Christ 
Jesus, who became for us wisdom from 
God, and righteousness and sanctification 
and redemption, 31 in order that, as it is 
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in 
the Lord.” 

 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

 
 
GOSPEL   Matthew 5:1-12 
 
The holy gospel according to Saint Matthew.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

hen Jesus saw the crowds, he went 
up the mountain, and after he sat 

down, his disciples came to him. 2 And he 
began to speak and taught them, saying: 
 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they 
will be comforted. 5 “Blessed are the 
meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled. 7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they 
will receive mercy. 8 “Blessed are the pure 

in heart, for they will see God. 9 “Blessed 
are the peacemakers, for they will be 
called children of God. 10 “Blessed are 
those who are persecuted for the sake of 
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when people 
revile ou and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my 
account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward is great in heaven, for in the same 
way they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you. 

 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

W 



SERMON   A period of silence for reflection follows, begun and concluded by bell. 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  Build a Longer Table               ELW 1062

 
 
 
  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, 
the whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 
 
God our wisdom, renew the church in the power of the Spirit, 
that it may do justice, love kindness, live humbly, and boldly proclaim Christ crucified. 
We pray for social justice and humanitarian aid ministries. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God our source, we honor you by caring wisely for your creation. 
We pray for the health of old growth forests, ice caps, and ocean currents. 
Preserve the diversity of life on earth. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God our righteousness, raise up visionary leaders who serve with integrity and respect 
human rights. Increase freedom in every nation. Protect educators, 
journalists, artists, and religious activists who are reviled for speaking truth. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God our advocate, you give hope to all who suffer because of persecution, 
poverty, or war. Reunite separated families and bring orphaned children to safety. 
Comfort any who grieve or suffer in any way, especially those we name before you now, 
aloud or in the silence of our hearts. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God our blessing, we pray for the children and youth of this congregation, 
and for parents, grandparents, mentors, teachers, 
and youth ministers who model love for their neighbor and care for others. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, 
we commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ 
Jesus our Savior. 
Amen. 
 



THE PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

 
+  Meal   + 

 
 
OFFERING An offering is collected to support the work of the church in 

our community and the world.  Gifts may also be made online 
at www.trinitylowereastside.org/give as one-time or recurring 
contributions or on Venmo using the QR code. 

 
 
AT THE PRESENTATION As the people’s gifts of bread, wine, and money are brought forward,  

we stand to sing: 
 

 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
God of all creation, 
all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. 
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the time. 
Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the presiding minister continues with the preface for the 
day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 



The presiding minister continues the Eucharistic Prayer, which includes the following responses: 
 

...Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
...We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
...Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
...one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Padre nuestro que estás en el cielo, 
santificado sea tu nombre. 
Venga tu reino.  
Hágase tu voluntad en la tierra 

como en el cielo.  
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día.  
Perdona nuestras ofensas  

como también nosotros 
perdonamos a los que nos ofenden.  
No nos dejes caer en tentación  

y líbranos del mal.  
Porque tuyo es el reino, 
tuyo es el poder y tuya es la gloria, ahora 
y siempre. Amén. 

 
  



LAMB OF GOD  The assembly is seated. 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
Come to the table; taste and see. 
 
 
COMMUNION As Christ welcomed all to his table without distinction, so you are 

welcome at our table at the celebration of Holy Communion.  
Regardless of your religious tradition or stage in your journey of faith, 
there’s a place for you here! 

 
Wafers are gluten free. Wine contains alcohol. Communion may be 
received in one or both kinds.  The ushers will guide you forward. 

 
 

  



COMMUNION HYMN  Feed Us with Hunger for Justice                   ACS 968 
 

 
 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
 
May the body and blood of Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
Radiant God, 
we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ, 
and in the sacrament of his body and blood 
you have drawn us to your heart. 
Send us from this table with delight, 
that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, 
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
  



+  Sending  + 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN  Oh, Sing to the Lord                        ELW 822 
     
 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Do justice. Love peace.   
Thanks be to God. 
 

Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Mohican and 
Munsee Lenape peoples, and we give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. We also wish to 

recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their home. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
ANNUAL MEETING: TODAY AFTER WORSHIP 
The Annual Meeting of Trinity Lower East Side will be held on Sunday, January 25 immediately after 
worship. All voting members are encouraged to attend this important meeting, where we will look 
back on the past year, and conduct critical business including adoption of the 2026 budget and 
election of church council members. 
 
WELCOME BACK TO SUNDAY SCHOOL! 
We're thrilled to welcome our kids back from Christmas break for Sunday School TODAY! 
Upcoming Sunday School sessions through the end of the year are: 

 February 8 
 February 22 
 March 8 
 March 22 
 April 12 
 April 26 
 May 10 
 May 24 
 June 7 

 
YOUNG ADULT BOOK GROUP 
This month, into early February, Trinity's young adults are invited to join in reading 
together Abuelita Faith: What Women on the Margins Teach Us about Wisdom, Persistence, and 
Strength by Cuban-American theologian Kat Armas! We'll meet in the sanctuary on Tuesday, 
February 10 at 6:30pm to discuss the whole book. Abuelita Faith isn't available through the NY 
Public Library, so if you'd like to participate and need help acquiring a copy, please let Vicar Nick or 
Pastor Will know! 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY: FEBRUARY 18 
8:00am - 10:00am: "Ashes to Go" on the corner 
7:00pm: Holy Eucharist with Imposition of Ashes 
 
JOIN TEAM TRINITY AT TRIVIA NIGHT - FEB 27 AT 7:00PM 
It's gotta happen...happen sometime...maybe this time we'll win! Team Trinity returns to the annual 
Trivia Night benefitting Village Campus Ministry (formerly Lutheran Ministries in Higher Education) 
on Friday, February 27 , 7:00pm at Broadway Presbyterian Church. Join teams from congregations 
across NYC and beyond for a fun, friendly night of competition in support of our big-hearted, 
progressive ministry with students. To join our team or learn more, speak with Pastor Will! 


