
 
 

 
 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
JANUARY 25, 2026 + 11:00 a.m. 

 

TRINITY LOWER EAST SIDE LUTHERAN PARISH 
in the City of New York 



Welcome to worship! 
 

We are so pleased to have you with us this morning for worship, and we believe that your presence among us 
more fully completes our community. 
 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA), a denomination of 2.7 million members in 8,400 congregations who welcome people of all 
genders and sexual orientations into membership and ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. We 
are a Reconciling in Christ congregation that fully welcomes and affirms LGBTQIA+ people and works to 
erase all discrimination against them. We grieve over the systemic racism of our society and are committed to 
the work of dismantling it. 
 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single status, 
sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. Whoever you are, whatever your identities, 
whoever you love, and wherever you are on your journey of life and faith, you are welcome here! 

 
 
Please silence all mobile devices. Two single stall, all-gender restrooms are located in the Community Room on the 
first floor.  A changing table for infants is available. 
 
If you’re visiting us this morning and would like to keep in touch, 

● Add your name and contact information to the guest book on the Welcome Table at the sanctuary 
entrance. 

● Follow us on social media: 
o Facebook: @TrinityLES (including livestreams of worship) 
o Instagram: @TrinityLES.NYC 
o Follow our feeding ministry @TrinitySAFH on all platforms 

 

 

Our Schedule: 
Mon – Fri:  11:00am, Soup Kitchen; 12:30pm, 

Food Pantry 
Mon: 7:00pm, “Valley of the Dolls” NA 

Group 
Wed: 7:30pm, STP Creative Foundation 
Thurs:  7:30pm, “Clean and Dry” AA Group 
Sun:  11:00am, Worship Service 
 6:00pm “Unity” NA Group 
 

Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: The Rev. William Kroeze  
(pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pastoral Intern: Vicar Nicolas Paulson-Moe 
(vicar@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence 
Administrator: Gillian Fox Orwoll 
(office@trinitylowereastside.org)

Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, Trinity’s 
Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which operates a soup 
kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 meals are served each day, 
and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry Monday through Friday. Volunteers are always 
needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 



+   Gather ing  + 

 
 

PRELUDE   Please stand at the ringing of the bell. 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
the Creator of heaven and earth, 
the Word who spoke life into being, 
the Wind stirring the waters. 
Amen. 
 
Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 
 
Mighty God, lover of justice, 
you call us to life in community, 
but we have served our own interests 
at the expense of our neighbors. 
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 
We say the right words, 
but our hearts are far from you. 
Turn us to seek your face. 
Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, 
that we may do justice, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
The former things have passed away, 
and new things God now declares: 
Like a spring of water that never fails, 
God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 
and forgives your sin in + Jesus’ name. 
May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, 
and bless you with the gift of peace. 
Amen. 
 



GATHERING HYMN  Give Me Jesus                                     ELW 770 
 

 
 
 
THE GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ  
the Love of God 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you 

La gracia de nuestro Señor Jesucristo, 
el amor de Dios, 
y la comunión del Espíritu Santo 
sean con ustedes. 
Y también contigo. 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray. 
Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. 
Summon us into your light, 
and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the cross of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

+   Word  + 
 

 
FIRST READING  Isaiah 9:1-4 
 

here will be no gloom for those who 
were in anguish. In the former time 

[the LORD] brought into contempt the land 
of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in 
the latter time he will make glorious the 
way of the sea, the land beyond the 
Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
2 The people who walked in darkness have 
seen a great light; those who lived in a land 

of deep darkness—on them light has 
shined. 3 You have multiplied exultation; 
you have increased its joy; they rejoice 
before you as with joy at the harvest, as 
people exult when dividing plunder. 4 For 
the yoke of their burden and the bar 
across their shoulders, the rod of their 
oppressor, you have broken as on the day 
of Midian. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
SECOND READING  1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

 
ow I appeal to you, brothers and 
sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that all of you be in agreement and 
that there be no divisions among you but 
that you be knit together in the same mind 
and the same purpose. 11 For it has been 
made clear to me by Chloe’s people that 

there are quarrels among you, my 
brothers and sisters. 12 What I mean is that 
each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I 
belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to 
Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13 Has 
Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for 
you? Or were you baptized in the name of 

T 
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Paul? 14 I thank God that I baptized none of 
you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no 
one can say that you were baptized in my 
name. 16 I did baptize also the household 
of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know 

whether I baptized anyone else. 17 For 
Christ did not send me to baptize but to 
proclaim the gospel—and not with 
eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of 
Christ might not be emptied of its power. 

 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

 
 



GOSPEL   John 1:29-42 
 

The holy gospel according to Saint John.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

ow when Jesus heard that John had 
been arrested, he withdrew to 

Galilee. 13 He left Nazareth and made his 
home in Capernaum by the sea, in the 
territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 so 
that what had been spoken through the 
prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 15 “Land 
of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road 
by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of 
the gentiles—16 the people who sat in 
darkness have seen a great light, and for 
those who sat in the region and shadow of 
death light has dawned.” 17 From that time 
Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
 18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he 
saw two brothers, Simon, who is called 

Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a 
net into the sea—for they were fishers. 
19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I 
will make you fishers of people.” 
20 Immediately they left their nets and 
followed him. 21 As he went from there, he 
saw two other brothers, James son of 
Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat 
with their father Zebedee, mending their 
nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately 
they left the boat and their father and 
followed him. 
 23 Jesus went throughout all Galilee, 
teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the good news of the 
kingdom and curing every disease and 
every sickness among the people. 

 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

SERMON   A period of silence for reflection follows, begun and concluded by bell. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N 



HYMN OF THE DAY  Come, Thou Found of Every Blessing             ELW 807 
 

 
 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, 
the whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 
 
Holy One, you entrust the message of the cross and the mission of the gospel to the church 
in every land. Guide the newly baptized and deepen the faith of all who follow Christ. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Holy Creator, you lavish creation with splendor, and we praise you for the gift of life.  
Teach us to live as wise stewards, sharing the earth’s resources with all inhabitants of this 
garden planet. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Holy Judge, your power is love, and you judge the nations by the measure of Christ. 
Free any who are unjustly accused or wrongly condemned. 
We pray for those in authority. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Holy Lover, you care for vulnerable young children, frail elders, 
and any who are sick, especially those we name before you now, 
aloud or in the silence of our hearts. We pray for all who are affected by natural disasters. 
Provide for their needs and relieve their suffering. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Holy Giver, you gather, forgive, and shape us as disciples of Christ. Nurture in us a spirit of 
patience and respect, that we may love one another as you love us. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Holy Savior, you free us from the power of death. Lead and guide us until we come at last 
into the communion of all your saints in light. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, 
we commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ 
Jesus our Savior. 
Amen. 



THE PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

 

+  Thanksgiving   + 
 
 
OFFERING An offering is collected to support the work of the church in 

our community and the world.  Gifts may also be made online 
at www.trinitylowereastside.org/give as one-time or recurring 
contributions or on Venmo using the QR code. 

 
 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
God of all creation, 
all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. 
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the time. 
Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
 

Let us pray. 
Holy God,   
mighty Fortress, loving Redeemer, steadfast Comforter, 
as vegetation matures in forests and fields,  
your living Word undergirds all that lives.  
We praise your eternal Word.  
We praise your eternal Word. 
 



In the words of the Scriptures you offer us Christ: 
our refuge, our savior, our friend, 
accompanying us throughout our years 
and renewing us in love. 
We praise Jesus, your Word.  
We praise Jesus, your Word. 
 
We pray for power from your abiding Spirit.  
Strengthen us to stand firm in faith,  
in devotion to your Word,  
and in service to others. 
We pray for the Spirit of your Word.  
We pray for the Spirit of your Word.  
 
To you be honor and praise and glory, 
today and forever.  
Amen. 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Padre nuestro que estás en el cielo, 
santificado sea tu nombre. 
Venga tu reino.  
Hágase tu voluntad en la tierra 

como en el cielo.  
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día.  
Perdona nuestras ofensas  

como también nosotros 
perdonamos a los que nos ofenden.  
No nos dejes caer en tentación  

y líbranos del mal.  
Porque tuyo es el reino, 
tuyo es el poder y tuya es la gloria, ahora 
y siempre. Amén. 

 
 
 
 



+   Sending   + 
 

 
BENEDICTION 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN  Go, My Children, With My Blessing    ELW 543 
    Found on the next page. 
 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Do justice. Love peace.   
Thanks be to God. 
 

Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Mohican and 
Munsee Lenape peoples, and we give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. We also wish to 

recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their home. 
 
 
 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
ANNUAL MEETING: TODAY AFTER WORSHIP 
The Annual Meeting of Trinity Lower East Side will be held on Sunday, January 25 immediately after 
worship. All voting members are encouraged to attend this important meeting, where we will look 
back on the past year, and conduct critical business including adoption of the 2026 budget and 
election of church council members. 
 
YOUNG ADULT BOOK GROUP 
This month, into early February, Trinity's young adults are invited to join in reading 
together Abuelita Faith: What Women on the Margins Teach Us about Wisdom, Persistence, and 
Strength by Cuban-American theologian Kat Armas! We'll meet in the sanctuary on Tuesday, 
February 10 at 6:30pm to discuss the whole book. Abuelita Faith isn't available through the NY 
Public Library, so if you'd like to participate and need help acquiring a copy, please let Vicar Nick or 
Pastor Will know! 
 



 


