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TRINITY LOWER EAST SIDE LUTHERAN PARISH 
in the City of New York 



Welcome to worship! 
We are so pleased to have you with us this morning for worship, 

and we believe that your presence among us more fully completes our community. 
Whoever you are, whatever your identities, whoever you love, and wherever you are on your 

journey of life and faith, you are welcome here! 
 

 
 
Out of respect for this time of worship, please silence all mobile devices. 
 
As Christ welcomed all to his table without distinction, so you are welcome at our table at the 
celebration of Holy Communion.  Regardless of your religious tradition or stage in your journey of 
faith, there’s a place for you here! 
 
Two all-gender restrooms are located in the Community Room on the first floor.  A changing table 
for infants is available. 
 
If you’re visiting us this morning and would like to keep in touch, 

● Add your name and contact information to the guest book on the Welcome Table at the 
sanctuary entrance. 

● Follow us on social media: 
o Facebook: @TrinityLES (including livestreams of worship) 
o Instagram: @TrinityLES.NYC 
o Follow our feeding ministry @TrinitySAFH on all platforms 

 
Periodically throughout the year, we offer orientation sessions for newcomers and welcome new 
members into our congregation.  If you’ve been worshiping with us and would like to learn more 
about becoming a member of Trinity, be sure to speak with our pastor and you could be a member 
in no time at all! 
 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the 
Mohican and Munsee Lenape peoples, and we give thanks for their presence here since time 
immemorial. We also wish to recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and continue 
to call this land their home. 

 



+  Gathering  + 
 

 
PRELUDE   Please stand at the ringing of the bell. 
 
 
GATHERING CAROL  Once in Royal David’s City         ELW 269 
 

 
 

THE GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  Angels We Have Heard on High          ELW 289 
 
1) Angels we have heard on high,  
sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply,  
echoing their joyous strains. 
refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

2) Shepherds, why this jubilee?   
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be which 
inspire your heav’nly song? 
refrain 

 
3) Come to Bethlehem and see 

him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn king. 
refrain 

 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray. 
O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers.  
As you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and adversity, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you  
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 

+  Lessons and Carols   + 
Please remain seated throughout the reading of lessons and singing of carols. 

Carols are found in the red hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship. 
 
 
 

 
FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 52:7-10 
 

ow beautiful upon the mountains are 
the feet of the messenger who 

announces peace, who brings good news, 
who announces salvation, who says to 
Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
     8Listen! Your sentinels lift up their 
voices, together they sing for joy; for in 
plain sight they see the return of 

the Lord to Zion. 9Break forth together 
into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for 
the Lord has comforted his people, he has 
redeemed Jerusalem 10The Lord has bared 
his holy arm before the eyes of all the 
nations; and all the ends of the earth shall 
see the salvation of our God. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
CAROL    Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming                     ELW 272 
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SECOND LESSON  Hebrews 1:1-4 
 

ong ago God spoke to our ancestors in 
many and various ways by the 

prophets, 2but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by a Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, through 
whom he also created the worlds. 3He is 
the reflection of God’s glory and the exact 

imprint of God’s very being, and he 
sustains all things by his powerful word. 
When he had made purification for sins, he 
sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 
on high, 4having become as much superior 
to angels as the name he has inherited is 
more excellent than theirs. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
CAROL    Midnight Stars Make Bright the Skies        ELW 280 
 
 
THIRD LESSON  Luke 2:1-7 
 

n those days a decree went out from 
Emperor Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. 2This was the first 
registration and was taken while Quirinius 
was governor of Syria. 3All went to their 
own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also 
went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee 
to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended 

from the house and family of David. 5He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom 
he was engaged and who was expecting a 
child. 6While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. 7And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 
him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
CAROL    In the Bleak Midwinter                                                    ELW 294 
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FOURTH LESSON  John 1:1-14 
 

n the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with 
God. 3 All things came into being through 
him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being 4 in 
him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overtake it. 
  6 There was a man sent from God 
whose name was John. 7 He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all 
might believe through him. 8 He himself 
was not the light, but he came to testify to 
the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens 
everyone, was coming into the world. 

  10 He was in the world, and the world 
came into being through him, yet the 
world did not know him. 11 He came to 
what was his own, and his own people did 
not accept him. 12 But to all who received 
him, who believed in his name, he gave 
power to become children of God, 13 who 
were born, not of blood or of the will of 
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
  14 And the Word became flesh and lived 
among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace 
and truth. 
 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
CAROL    ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime          ELW 284 
 
 
FIFTH LESSON  Matthew 2:13-23 
 

ow after the wise men had left, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 

in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child 
and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and 
remain there until I tell you; for Herod is 
about to search for the child, to destroy 
him.” 14Then Joseph got up, took the child 
and his mother by night, and went to 
Egypt, 15and remained there until the 
death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had 

been spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my 
son.” 
  16When Herod saw that he had been 
tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, 
and he sent and killed all the children in 
and around Bethlehem who were two 
years old or under, according to the time 
that he had learned from the wise men. 
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17Then was fulfilled what had been spoken 
through the prophet Jeremiah: 
 18“A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing 
and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for 
her children; she refused to be consoled, 
because they are no more.” 
  19When Herod died, an angel of the 
Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to 
Joseph in Egypt and said, 20“Get up, take 
the child and his mother, and go to the 
land of Israel, for those who were seeking 

the child’s life are dead.” 21Then Joseph 
got up, took the child and his mother, and 
went to the land of Israel. 22But when he 
heard that Archelaus was ruling over 
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was 
afraid to go there. And after being warned 
in a dream, he went away to the district of 
Galilee. 23There he made his home in a 
town called Nazareth, so that what had 
been spoken through the prophets might 
be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.” 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
CAROL    Love Has Come                     ELW 292 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and all 
who are in need. 

God of grace, you show us mercy not according to our worthiness, but according to the 
abundance of your steadfast love. Grant us the courage to go into the world and do 
likewise. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of abundance, the sun and moon praise you and the shining stars sing of your love. 
Where we have desecrated your creation, make us into a healing balm for what we have 
broken. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of righteousness, when leaders fail to fulfill their calls to enact justice, you suffer 
alongside us. Propel those in power to see you reflected in the faces of all they serve. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 



God of life, you claim us as your own and care for us as Christ’s siblings. Pour out your 
compassion in every place your people suffer, and protect them in the palm of your hand. 
Hear our prayers for those we name before you now, aloud or in the silence of our 
hearts…Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of compassion, you nurture children as the apple of your eye. As you sheltered your 
son Jesus from Herod’s grasp, shelter all children in danger. As you comforted Rachel, 
comfort all who have lost children to violence. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of love, you console those who weep for lost beloved ones. Even as we mourn, we 
offer thanks for those who have gone before us, trusting in your comfort and protection. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, trusting 
in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

+  Meal   + 
 
 
OFFERING An offering is collected to support the work of the 

church in our community and the world.  Gifts may 
also be made online at 
www.trinitylowereastside.org/give as one-time or 
recurring contributions or on Venmo using the QR 
code. 

 
 

 
 



AT THE PRESENTATION As the people’s gifts of bread, wine, and money are brought forward,  
we stand to sing: 
 

 
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
God of glory, 
great are your wonders among us 
and many are the blessings you bestow. 
Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, 
that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, 
through Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the presiding minister continues with the preface for the 
day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 



The presiding minister continues the Eucharistic Prayer, which includes the following responses: 
 

...Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
...We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
...Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
...one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Padre nuestro que estás en el cielo, 
santificado sea tu nombre. 
Venga tu reino.  
Hágase tu voluntad en la tierra 

como en el cielo.  
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día.  
Perdona nuestras ofensas  

como también nosotros 
perdonamos a los que nos ofenden.  
No nos dejes caer en tentación  

y líbranos del mal.  
Porque tuyo es el reino, 
tuyo es el poder y tuya es la gloria, ahora 
y siempre. Amén. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LAMB OF GOD  The assembly is seated. 
 

 
 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
God is now in flesh appearing. 
Come to the feast of joy! 
 
 
COMMUNION All are welcome at the Lord’s table to receive communion. Wafers are gluten 

free. Wine contains alcohol. Communion may be received in one or both 
kinds.  The ushers will guide you forward. 

 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice!         ELW 288 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
 
May the body and blood of Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. 
May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts 
the mystery of your presence. 
Move us to discover the wonders of your love 
in the everyday moments of our lives, 
through Christ born in us. 
Amen. 
 
 

+  Sending  + 
 

 
BENEDICTION 
 
May Christ,  
who by his incarnation has filled us with grace and truth, 
give you peace this Christmas and always. 
Almighty God, Father, +  Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN  Love Has Come            ELW 292 
     
 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace.  Christ is born!   
Thanks be to God. 
 



About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 
We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news of Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, and people of all genders into 
ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single status, sexual 
orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse congregation in a richly diverse 
neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are here to share the love of Jesus Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into our fellowship 
and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, Trinity’s 
Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which operates a soup 
kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 meals are served each day, 
and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry Monday through Friday. Volunteers are always 
needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Our Schedule: 
Mon – Fri:  11:00am, Soup Kitchen; 12:30pm, Food Pantry 
Mon:  7:00pm, “Valley of the Dolls” NA Group 
Wed:  7:30pm, STP Creative Foundation 
Thurs:   7:30pm, “Clean and Dry” AA Group 
Sun:   11:00am, Worship Service 
  6:00pm “Unity” NA Group 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: The Rev. William Kroeze  (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pastoral Intern: Vicar Nicolas Paulson-Moe (vicar@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Administrator: Gillian Fox Orwoll (office@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org   Facebook: Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
Instagram: @TrinityLES.NYC 
 
 


