
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
OCTOBER 19, 2025 + 11:00 a.m. 

 

TRINITY LOWER EAST SIDE LUTHERAN PARISH 
in the City of New York 



Welcome to worship! 
We are so pleased to have you with us this morning for worship, 

and we believe that your presence among us more fully completes our community. 
Whoever you are, whatever your identities, whoever you love, and wherever you are on your 

journey of life and faith, you are welcome here! 
 

 
 
Out of respect for this time of worship, please silence all mobile devices. 
 
As Christ welcomed all to his table without distinction, so you are welcome at our table at the 
celebration of Holy Communion.  Regardless of your religious tradition or stage in your journey of 
faith, there’s a place for you here! 
 
Two all-gender restrooms are located in the Community Room on the first floor.  A changing table 
for infants is available. 
 
If you’re visiting us this morning and would like to keep in touch, 

● Add your name and contact information to the guest book on the Welcome Table at the 
sanctuary entrance. 

● Follow us on social media: 
o Facebook: @TrinityLES (including livestreams of worship) 
o Instagram: @TrinityLES.NYC 
o Follow our feeding ministry @TrinitySAFH on all platforms 

 
Periodically throughout the year, we offer orientation sessions for newcomers and welcome new 
members into our congregation.  If you’ve been worshiping with us and would like to learn more 
about becoming a member of Trinity, be sure to speak with our pastor and you could be a member 
in no time at all! 
 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the 
Mohican and Munsee Lenape peoples, and we give thanks for their presence here since time 
immemorial. We also wish to recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and 
continue to call this land their home. 



+ Gathering + 
 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC  Please stand at the ringing of the bell 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
God of all mercy and consolation,  
come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone.  
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin,  
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ,  
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will  
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,  
and made us alive together with Christ.  
By grace you have been saved.  
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,  
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN  Rise Up, O Saints of God                            ELW 669 
 

 
GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  Glory to God 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. 
O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, 
you are always ready to hear our cries. 
Teach us to rely day and night on your care. 
Inspire us to seek your enduring justice for all this suffering world, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

+  Word  + 
 
 

FIRST READING  Genesis 32:22-31 
 
 

he same night [Jacob] got up and took 
his two wives, his two maids, and his 

eleven children and crossed the ford of 
the Jabbok. 23 He took them and sent 
them across the stream, and likewise 
everything that he had. 24 Jacob was left 
alone, and a man wrestled with him until 
daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he 
did not prevail against Jacob, he struck 
him on the hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was 
put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 
26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is 
breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let 
you go, unless you bless me.” 27 So he said 

to him, “What is your name?” And he said, 
“Jacob.” 28 Then the man said, “You shall 
no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for 
you have striven with God and with 
humans and have prevailed.” 29 Then 
Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your 
name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask 
my name?” And there he blessed him. 
30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, 
“For I have seen God face to face, yet my 
life is preserved.” 31 The sun rose upon him 
as he passed Penuel, limping because of 
his hip. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM   Psalm 121 

    The refrain is sung first by the cantor, then by all. 
    The verses are sung responsively. 

 

 

 
 

I lift up my eyes | to the hills; 
  from where is my | help to come? 
 2 My help comes | from the LORD, 
  the maker of heav- | en and earth. 
 3 The LORD will not let your | foot be moved 
  nor will the one who watches over you | fall asleep. 
 4 Behold, the keep- | er of Israel 
  will neither slum- | ber nor sleep; Refrain 
 
 5 the LORD watches | over you; 
  the LORD is your shade at | your right hand; 
 6 the sun will not strike | you by day, 
  nor the | moon by night. 
 7 The LORD will preserve you | from all evil 
  and will | keep your life. 
 8 The LORD will watch over your going out and your | coming in, 
  from this time forth for- | evermore. Refrain 
 
 

  



SECOND READING       2 Timothy 3:14—4:5 
 

ut as for you, continue in what you 
have learned and firmly believed, 

knowing from whom you learned it 15 and 
how from childhood you have known 
sacred writings that are able to instruct 
you for salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus. 16 All scripture is inspired by God 
and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in 
righteousness, 17 so that the person of 
God may be proficient, equipped for every 
good work. 
  4:1 In the presence of God and of Christ 
Jesus, who is to judge the living and the 
dead, and in view of his appearing and his 

kingdom, I solemnly urge you: 2 proclaim 
the message; be persistent whether the 
time is favorable or unfavorable; 
convince, rebuke, and encourage with the 
utmost patience in teaching. 3 For the 
time is coming when people will not put 
up with sound teaching, but, having their 
ears tickled, they will accumulate for 
themselves teachers to suit their own 
desires 4 and will turn away from listening 
to the truth and wander away to myths. 
5 As for you, be sober in everything, 
endure suffering, do the work of an 
evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 

 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 

The acclamation is sung before and after the reading of the Gospel. 
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GOSPEL                    Luke 18:1-8 
 
The holy gospel according to Saint Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

hen Jesus told them a parable about 
their need to pray always and not to 

lose heart. 2 He said, “In a certain city 
there was a judge who neither feared God 
nor had respect for people. 3 In that city 
there was a widow who kept coming to 
him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against 
my accuser.’ 4 For a while he refused, but 
later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no 
fear of God and no respect for anyone, 
5 yet because this widow keeps bothering 

me, I will grant her justice, so that she may 
not wear me out by continually coming.’ ” 
6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the 
unjust judge says. 7 And will not God grant 
justice to his chosen ones who cry to him 
day and night? Will he delay long in 
helping them? 8 I tell you, he will quickly 
grant justice to them. And yet, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on 
earth?”

 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

SERMON    
“The Right Hand of a Mexican Farmworker in Somerset County, Maryland” by MartÍn 
Espada 
 

A rosary tattoo 
between thumb 
and forefinger 
means that 
every handful 
of crops and dirt 
is a prayer, 
means that Christ 
had hard hands 
too 
 

from Martín Espada, Alabanza: New and Selected Poems 1982-2002 
 

A period of silence for reflection follows introduced and concluded by the ringing of a bell.  
 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY  Precious Lord, Take My Hand                            ELW 773 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
 

Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all creation. 
 

 
 
We pray for the church universal. O God, who unites the church across the globe, 
bring unity and peace to a world divided by hatred and opposition. 
Turn our hearts toward the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
We pray for creation. O God, who made heaven and earth, 
draw us to the beauty of the whole creation. 
Turn us toward a right relationship with the entire cosmos. 
 
We pray for all nations, states, cities, and towns. O God, you rule over all the earth. 
Grant our elected officials humility in their decision-making for the sake of the entire 
world. 
Response 
 
We pray for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. 
O God, who heals and strengthens, our help comes from you in times of need. 
Support, comfort, and heal those who suffer, especially those we name before you now, 
aloud or in the silence of our hearts. 
 
O God, who guides this congregation, encourage us to share the good news of Jesus 
Christ. Nurture our relationships with the community, 
that we serve and advocate for those who come to us in need. 
 
We offer thanksgiving for the faithful departed. O God, whose promises never end, 
we thank you for all the saints who have shown us the way of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Response 
 
We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 



THE PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 

+  Meal  + 
 
 

OFFERING An offering is collected to support the work of the church in our community 
and the world. Gifts may also be made online at 
www.trinitylowereastside.org/give as one-time or recurring contributions or 
on Venmo using the QR code. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AT THE PRESENTATION As the people’s gifts of bread, wine, and money are brought forward we 

stand to sing: 

 



OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
Lord of the harvest, 
we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. 
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, 
but on you, who richly provides for us. 
Multiply what we have gathered  
to bless all who are suffering and in need, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
 
Let us pray. 
Holy God,   
mighty Fortress, loving Redeemer, steadfast Comforter, 
as vegetation matures in forests and fields,  
your living Word undergirds all that lives.  
We praise your eternal Word.  
We praise your eternal Word. 
 
In the words of the Scriptures you offer us Christ: 
our refuge, our savior, our friend, 
accompanying us throughout our years 
and renewing us in love. 
We praise Jesus, your Word.  
We praise Jesus, your Word. 
 
We pray for power from your abiding Spirit.  
Strengthen us to stand firm in faith,  
in devotion to your Word,  
and in service to others. 
We pray for the Spirit of your Word.  
We pray for the Spirit of your Word.  
 
 



To you be honor and praise and glory, 
today and forever.  
Amen. 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

+ Sending + 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
The God of righteousness, 
who gives justice to the oppressed, 
who gives food to the hungry, 
who sets the prisoners free, 
+bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN  Let Justice Flow Like Streams         ELW 717
   
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ goes with us 
Thanks be to God. 
 



PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PASTOR WILL ON CONTINUING EDUCATION 
On Saturday October 11, Pastor Will flew to Guatemala to begin a two-week intensive study of 
Spanish in order to better minister to our diverse community. He'll return on Monday, October 27th. 
During that time, pastoral needs will be addressed by Vicar Nick; email him at  
vicar@trinitylowereastside.org 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL CONTINUING OCTOBER 26 
We’ll have Sunday School during worship at 11am on the following dates: 

- October 26, November 9, November 23, December 7 
 
REFORMATION SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26 
On Sunday, October 26 we celebrate the reformation heritage of the Lutheran tradition, and all the 
ways God continues to re-form and re-shape the church in every age! In keeping with tradition, you 
are encouraged to wear red, the color of the Holy Spirit! 
 
ALL SAINTS, NOVEMBER 2 
On All Saints Day we join Christians across time and space in remembering all the faithful departed 
who now rest in the nearer company of God. While we celebrate the lives and witnesses of all those 
who have died in Christ, we especially bring to mind those we have known and loved who have died 
in this past year. Those who have died since last All Saints will be remembered in worship with the 
lighting of a candle and the reading of their names. To have a loved one remembered in worship, 
please submit their name to the office (office@trinitylowereastside.org) by October 29. 
 
SOIL AND SABBATH - AND OTHER SMALL GROUPS 
This fall we are again joining up with other Lutheran congregations in Manhattan for a series of small 
groups. Vicar Nick will be leading an asynchronous group called Soil and Sabbath. This group will ask 
questions together about soil, Sabbath, how the two are related, and ultimately, what practices and 
ways of life can nurture vitality and justice in the church and world. To learn more about all the 
groups being offered and to sign up, visit www.adventnyc.org/groups. 
  

mailto:vicar@trinitylowereastside.org
mailto:office@trinitylowereastside.org
http://www.adventnyc.org/groups


About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 
We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news of Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, and people of all genders into 
ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single status, sexual 
orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse congregation in a richly diverse 
neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are here to share the love of Jesus Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into our fellowship 
and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, Trinity’s 
Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which operates a soup kitchen, 
food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 meals are served each day, and 
around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry Monday through Friday. Volunteers are always 
needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Our Schedule: 
Mon – Fri:  11:00am, Soup Kitchen; 12:30pm, Food Pantry 
Mon:  7:00pm, “Valley of the Dolls” NA Group 
Tues:   7:00pm and 8:00pm, “East Village” AA Group 
Wed:  7:30pm, STP Creative Foundation 
Thurs:   7:30pm, “Clean and Dry” AA Group 
Sun:   11:00am, Worship Service 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pastoral Intern: Vicar Nicolas Paulson-Moe (vicar@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Administrator: Gillian Fox Orwoll (office@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org   Facebook: Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
Instagram: @TrinityLES.NYC 
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