
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
 

THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SEPTEMBER 21, 2025 + 11:00 a.m. 

 

TRINITY LOWER EAST SIDE LUTHERAN PARISH 
in the City of New York 



Welcome to worship! 
We are so pleased to have you with us this morning for worship, 

and we believe that your presence among us more fully completes our community. 
Whoever you are, whatever your identities, whoever you love, and wherever you are on your 

journey of life and faith, you are welcome here! 
 
 

 
 
Out of respect for this time of worship, please silence all mobile devices. 
 
As Christ welcomed all to his table without distinction, so you are welcome at our table at 
the celebration of Holy Communion.  Regardless of your religious tradition or stage in your 
journey of faith, there’s a place for you here! 
 
Two all-gender restrooms are located in the Community Room on the first floor.  A changing 
table for infants is available. 
 
If you’re visiting us this morning and would like to keep in touch, 

● Add your name and contact information to the guest book on the Welcome Table at 
the sanctuary entrance. 

● Follow us on social media: 
o Facebook: @TrinityLES (including livestreams of worship) 
o Instagram: @TrinityLES.NYC 
o Follow our feeding ministry @TrinitySAFH on all platforms 

 
Periodically throughout the year, we offer orientation sessions for newcomers and welcome 
new members into our congregation.  If you’ve been worshiping with us and would like to 
learn more about becoming a member of Trinity, be sure to speak with our pastor and you 
could be a member in no time at all! 
 
 



+ Gathering + 
 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC  Please stand at the ringing of the bell 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for self-reflection. 
 
Merciful God, 
you free us to love others, 
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,  
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 
You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, 
but we grow weary in doing what is right. 
In your mercy, forgive us.  
Do not give up on us. 
Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life. 
Amen. 
 
We belong to Christ Jesus 
and we are God’s children through faith. 
In the cross of ☩ Christ, 
and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
our sins are forgiven. 
Clothed with Christ, we are a new creation. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 



GATHERING HYMN  Morning Has Broken                            ELW 556 
 

 
 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
  



HYMN OF PRAISE  Now the Feast and Celebration 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. 
God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. 
Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace 
revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

+  Word  + 

 
 

FIRST READING  Amos 8:4-7 
 
 

ear this, you who trample on the 
needy, and bring to ruin the poor of 

the land, 5 saying, “When will the new 
moon be over so that we may sell grain, 
and the Sabbath, so that we may offer 
wheat for sale? We will make the ephah 
smaller and the shekel heavier and 

practice deceit with false balances, 
6 buying the poor for silver and the needy 
for a pair of sandals and selling the 
sweepings of the wheat.” 
 7 The LORD has sworn by the pride of 
Jacob: Surely I will never forget any of 
their deeds.. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM   Psalm 113 

    The refrain is sung first by the cantor, then by all. 
    The verses are sung responsively. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants | of the LORD; 
 praise the name | of the LORD. 
Let the name of the | LORD be blessed, 
 from this time forth for- | evermore. 
From the rising of the sun to its | going down 
 let the name of the | LORD be praised. 
The LORD is high a- | bove all nations; 
 God’s glory a- | bove the heavens. Refrain 
 
Who is like the | LORD our God, 
 who sits en- | throned on high, 
but stoops | to behold 
 the heavens | and the earth? 
The LORD takes up the weak out | of the dust 
 and lifts up the poor | from the ashes, 
enthroning them | with the rulers, 
 with the rulers | of the people. 
The LORD makes the woman of a | childless house 
 to be a joyful mother of children. | Hallelujah! Refrain 

 
 
  



SECOND READING       1 Timothy 2:1-7 
 

irst of all, then, I urge that 
supplications, prayers, intercessions, 

and thanksgivings be made for everyone, 
2 for kings and all who are in high 
positions, so that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. 
3 This is right and acceptable before God 
our Savior, 4 who desires everyone to be 
saved and to come to the knowledge of 

the truth. 5 For there is one God; there is 
also one mediator between God and 
humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, 
6 who gave himself a ransom for all —this 
was attested at the right time.7 For this I 
was appointed a herald and an apostle (I 
am telling the truth; I am not lying), a 
teacher of the gentiles in faith and truth. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 

The acclamation is sung before and after the reading of the Gospel. 
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GOSPEL                    Luke 16:1-13 
 
The holy gospel according to Saint Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

hen Jesus said to the disciples, “There 
was a rich man who had a manager, 

and charges were brought to him that this 
man was squandering his property. 2 So he 
summoned him and said to him, ‘What is 
this that I hear about you? Give me an 
accounting of your management because 
you cannot be my manager any longer.’ 
3 Then the manager said to himself, ‘What 
will I do, now that my master is taking the 
position away from me? I am not strong 
enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 
4 I have decided what to do so that, when 
I am dismissed as manager, people may 
welcome me into their homes.’ 5 So, 
summoning his master’s debtors one by 
one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you 
owe my master?’ 6 He answered, ‘A 
hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, 
‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make 
it fifty.’ 7 Then he asked another, ‘And how 
much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred 
containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take 

your bill and make it eighty.’ 8 And his 
master commended the dishonest 
manager because he had acted shrewdly, 
for the children of this age are more 
shrewd in dealing with their own 
generation than are the children of light. 
9 And I tell you, make friends for 
yourselves by means of dishonest wealth 
so that when it is gone they may welcome 
you into the eternal homes. 
  10 “Whoever is faithful in a very little is 
faithful also in much, and whoever is 
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also 
in much. 11 If, then, you have not been 
faithful with the dishonest wealth, who 
will entrust to you the true riches? 12 And if 
you have not been faithful with what 
belongs to another, who will give you 
what is your own? 13 No slave can serve 
two masters, for a slave will either hate 
the one and love the other or be devoted 
to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and wealth.” 

 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON   A period of silence for reflection follows introduced and concluded by the 

ringing of a bell.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY  There's a Wideness in God's Mercy                 ELW 587 
 

 
  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
 

Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 
O God, teach your church to act in solidarity with the poor, 
frustrating the efforts of those who trample on the needy and practicing justice in our 
own life and community. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Almighty Creator, we pray for an end to the misuse of the earth and its resources, 
that all people may benefit from your abundant gifts and that our stewardship of creation 
would be marked by justice and sustainability. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Holy One, embolden elected leaders to pursue policies of economic justice for the benefit 
of all, especially those who are most vulnerable and marginalized. 
Persuade them by your example of generosity and compassion. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Compassionate God, we pray for all facing illness, those near death, or those grieving the 
loss of loved ones, especially those we name before you now, 
aloud or in the silence of our hearts. May they find comfort and strength in your love. 
Prepare us to surround them with your healing care. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of love, motivate our congregation to enact economic justice through tangible action, 
prioritizing the needs of our community and sharing resources generously through our 
outreach and justice ministries. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Gracious God, we give thanks for the saints who now join the heavenly chorus in praising 
your name. Lift us up from the dust of grief and remind us of your promise of new life. 
God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, 
our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 
 



THE PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 

+  Meal  + 
 
 

OFFERING An offering is collected to support the work of the church in our community 
and the world. Gifts may also be made online at 
www.trinitylowereastside.org/give as one-time or recurring contributions or 
on Venmo using the QR code. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AT THE PRESENTATION As the people’s gifts of bread, wine, and money are brought forward we 

stand to sing: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
Creator God, 
in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good 
and the harvest is plentiful. 
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, 
that we may work for the good of all; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…Here the Presiding Minister prays the Proper Preface, 
concluding: …We praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,  
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,  
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 



the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
LAMB OF GOD 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice! 



THE HOLY COMMUNION All are welcome at our table without distinction to receive Holy Communion. 
The communion wafers are gluten free; the chalice contains wine. 
Communion may be received in one or both kinds, by intinction or by 
drinking from the chalice. 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN  When the Poor Ones                                      ELW 725 
 
 

 
 
 



COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

May the body and blood of Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
Mothering God, 
you gathered us to your table 
and we drank deeply of your grace. 
Send us out by your Spirit 
to love our neighbors as ourselves 
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
The love of God abound in you; 
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 
and the life of the Spirit 
☩ bless you and give you peace. 
 
 

 



SENDING HYMN  Canticle of the Turning                                 ELW 723 
 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Outdoor Worship through September 
With the heat and humidity of summer past us and beautiful September weather arriving, we will 
plan to worship outdoors in our garden each Sunday through the month of September, weather 
permitting! 
 
SAVE THE DATE: Homecoming Sunday, September 28 
Celebrate the beginning of a new year of ministry and life together on Homecoming Sunday, 
September 28! Our first official Sunday School session of the year will take place, and worship will 
be followed by our annual Homecoming Barbecue. 
 
Sunday School starting September 28 
Any and all children are invited to join Trinity's Sunday School program, starting 
Homecoming Sunday, September 28 during worship at 11am! If your child wants to be 
part of Sunday School, please fill out the registration form at the QR code on the right. 
 

We're also forming a Sunday School leadership team. If you'd like to help lead 
Sunday School, please let Pastor Will or Vicar Nick know, or fill out the sign-up form 
at the QR code on the left. 
 

Soil and Sabbath - and Other Small Groups 
This fall we are again joining up with other Lutheran congregations in Manhattan for a series of 
small groups, offering you a chance to build community with other Lutherans while exploring faith 
with a variety of topics. Vicar Nick will be leading an asynchronous group called Soil and Sabbath, 
which will communicate through WhatsApp. This group will ask questions together about soil, 
Sabbath, how the two are related, and ultimately, what practices and ways of life can nurture 
vitality and justice in the church and world. To learn more about all the groups being offered and 
to sign up, visit www.adventnyc.org/groups. 
 
Submissions for Trinity’s First Ever Physical Quarterly Newsletter 
This fall, Trinity is excited to announce the release of our first ever physical quarterly newsletter! 
We’ll list upcoming events at Trinity, news from our community, and thoughts from Pastor Will. 
We need your help bringing this project to life. We’re seeking submissions of your art, poetry, or 
local events to highlight. We also need suggestions for a name! All ages encouraged to submit. 
Please submit art/name ideas to office@trinitylowereastside.org by September 26th. 
 
Also coming up: The Blessing of the Animals, October 4 

http://www.adventnyc.org/groups
mailto:office@trinitylowereastside.org


About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 
We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news of Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, and people of all genders into 
ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single status, sexual 
orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse congregation in a richly diverse 
neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are here to share the love of Jesus Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into our 
fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, Trinity’s 
Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which operates a soup 
kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 meals are served each day, 
and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry Monday through Friday. Volunteers are 
always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Our Schedule: 
Mon – Fri:  11:00am, Soup Kitchen; 12:30pm, Food Pantry 
Mon:  7:00pm, “Valley of the Dolls” NA Group 
Tues:   7:00pm and 8:00pm, “East Village” AA Group 
Wed:  7:30pm, STP Creative Foundation 
Thurs:   7:30pm, “Clean and Dry” AA Group 
Sun:   11:00am, Worship Service 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pastoral Intern: Vicar Nicolas Paulson-Moe (vicar@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Administrator: Gillian Fox Orwoll (office@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org   Facebook: Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
Instagram: @TrinityLES.NYC 
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