
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
 

THE TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
AUGUST 31, 2025 + 11:00 a.m. 

 

TRINITY LOWER EAST SIDE LUTHERAN PARISH 
in the City of New York 



Welcome to worship! 
We are so pleased to have you with us this morning for worship, 

and we believe that your presence among us more fully completes our community. 
Whoever you are, whatever your identities, whoever you love, and wherever you are on your 

journey of life and faith, you are welcome here! 
 
 

 
 
Out of respect for this time of worship, please silence all mobile devices. 
 
As Christ welcomed all to his table without distinction, so you are welcome at our table at 
the celebration of Holy Communion.  Regardless of your religious tradition or stage in your 
journey of faith, there’s a place for you here! 
 
Two all-gender restrooms are located in the Community Room on the first floor.  A changing 
table for infants is available. 
 
If you’re visiting us this morning and would like to keep in touch, 

● Add your name and contact information to the guest book on the Welcome Table at 
the sanctuary entrance. 

● Follow us on social media: 
o Facebook: @TrinityLES (including livestreams of worship) 
o Instagram: @TrinityLES.NYC 
o Follow our feeding ministry @TrinitySAFH on all platforms 

 
Periodically throughout the year, we offer orientation sessions for newcomers and welcome 
new members into our congregation.  If you’ve been worshiping with us and would like to 
learn more about becoming a member of Trinity, be sure to speak with our pastor and you 
could be a member in no time at all! 
 
 



+ Gathering + 
 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC  Please stand at the ringing of the bell 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for self-reflection. 
 
Merciful God, 
you free us to love others, 
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,  
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 
You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, 
but we grow weary in doing what is right. 
In your mercy, forgive us.  
Do not give up on us. 
Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life. 
Amen. 
 
We belong to Christ Jesus 
and we are God’s children through faith. 
In the cross of ☩ Christ, 
and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
our sins are forgiven. 
Clothed with Christ, we are a new creation. 
Amen. 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN  O God Beyond All Praising             ELW 880 
     



GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  Now the Feast and Celebration 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. 
O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble.  
Give us the humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ,  
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

+  Word  + 

 
 
 

FIRST READING  Proverbs 25:6-7a 
 
 

o not put yourself forward in the 
king’s presence or stand in the place 

of the great, 7a for it is better to be told, 

“Come up here,” than to be put lower in 
the presence of a noble. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 

D 



PSALM   Psalm 112 

    The refrain is sung first by the cantor, then by all. 
    The verses are sung responsively. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Hallelujah! Happy are they who | fear the LORD 
 and have great delight in | God’s commandments! 
 Their descendants will be mighty | in the land; 
 the generation of the upright | will be blessed. R 
 
Wealth and riches will be | in their house, 
 and their righteousness will | last forever. 
Light shines in the darkness | for the upright; 
 the righteous are merciful and full | of compassion. 
It is good for them to be gener- | ous in lending 
 and to manage their af- | fairs with justice. 
For they will nev- | er be shaken; 
 the righteous will be kept in everlast- | ing remembrance. R 
 
They will not be afraid of any | evil rumors; 
 their heart is steadfast, trusting | in the LORD. 
Their heart is established and | will not shrink, 
 until they see their desire up- | on their enemies. 
They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands | fast forever; 
  they will hold up their | head with honor. 
The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and | pine away; 
 the desires of the wick- | ed will perish. R 
 
 

 

 

 



SECOND READING       Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
 

et mutual affection continue. 2 Do not 
neglect to show hospitality to 

strangers, for by doing that some have 
entertained angels without knowing it. 
3 Remember those who are in prison, as 
though you were in prison with them, 
those who are being tortured, as though 
you yourselves were being tortured. 4 Let 
marriage be held in honor by all, and let 
the marriage bed be kept undefiled, for 
God will judge the sexually immoral and 
adulterers. 5 Keep your lives free from the 
love of money, and be content with what 
you have, for he himself has said, “I will 
never leave you or forsake you.” 6 So we 
can say with confidence,  

“The Lord is my helper; 
 I will not be afraid. 
What can anyone do to me?” 
 7 Remember your leaders, those who 
spoke the word of God to you; consider 
the outcome of their way of life, and 
imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday and today and forever. 
15 Through him, then, let us continually 
offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, 
the fruit of lips that confess his name. 16 Do 
not neglect to do good and to share what 
you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing 
to God. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 
The acclamation is sung before and after the reading of the Gospel. 
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GOSPEL                    Luke 14:1, 7-14 
 
The holy gospel according to Saint Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

n one occasion when Jesus was 
going to the house of a leader of the 

Pharisees to eat a meal on the Sabbath, 
they were watching him closely. 
  7 When he noticed how the guests 
chose the places of honor, he told them a 
parable. 8 “When you are invited by 
someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit 
down at the place of honor, in case 
someone more distinguished than you 
has been invited by your host, 9 and the 
host who invited both of you may come 
and say to you, ‘Give this person your 
place,’ and then in disgrace you would 
start to take the lowest place. 10 But when 
you are invited, go and sit down at the 
lowest place, so that when your host 

comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move 
up higher’; then you will be honored in the 
presence of all who sit at the table with 
you. 11 For all who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.” 
  12 He said also to the one who had 
invited him, “When you give a luncheon or 
a dinner, do not invite your friends or your 
brothers and sisters or your relatives or 
rich neighbors, in case they may invite you 
in return, and you would be repaid. 13 But 
when you give a banquet, invite the poor, 
the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 
14 And you will be blessed because they 
cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at 
the resurrection of the righteous.” 

 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON   A period of silence for reflection follows introduced and concluded by the 

ringing of a bell.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Commonwealth is God’s Commandment                ACS 1036 
 

 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
 

Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God is near. 
 
For the leaders of the church, we pray. Inspire deacons, pastors, Sunday school teachers, 
and Christian education directors with a passion for speaking the word of God. Equip all 
the baptized to share your word of grace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
For the well-being of creation, we pray. Sustain farm workers and all who labor in fields 
and vineyards to grow the food we eat. Revive plains and pastures, and provide for the 
cattle and creatures who rely on the land for their sustenance. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
For the leaders of towns, cities, provinces, states, and nations, we pray. Guide them to 
enact equitable laws and policies for all. On this Labor Day weekend, make us mindful of 
workers whose labor often goes unnoticed. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
For the lowly and those who are ignored, we pray. Provide for the needs of vulnerable 
communities, those who are unemployed, burdened by debt, or struggling to make ends 
meet. Accompany all who need reassurance of your loving presence, especially those we 
name before you now, aloud or in the silence of our hearts..  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
For the hospitality ministries of this congregation, we pray. Give ushers and greeters a 
spirit of welcome for visitors, and bless the work of those who feed and nourish us. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
For all the saints who from their labors rest, we give thanks. With them, we offer our 
sacrifice of praise to you, O God, the same yesterday and today and forever.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one who always 
receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion. 
Amen. 
 



THE PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 

+  Meal  + 

 
 
OFFERING An offering is collected to support the work of the church in our community 

and the world. Gifts may also be made online at 
www.trinitylowereastside.org/give as one-time or recurring contributions or 
on Venmo using the QR code. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AT THE PRESENTATION As the people’s gifts of bread, wine, and money are brought forward we 

stand to sing: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
Creator God, 
in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good 
and the harvest is plentiful. 
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, 
that we may work for the good of all; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…Here the Presiding Minister prays the Proper Preface, 
concluding: …We praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



 
 
 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,  
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,  
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 
 
 



Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

  



LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice! 
 
 
THE HOLY COMMUNION All are welcome at our table without distinction to receive Holy Communion. 

The communion wafers are gluten free; the chalice contains wine. 
Communion may be received in one or both kinds, by intinction or by 
drinking from the chalice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION HYMN  Welcome Table                                 ACS 969 
 

 



COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
May the body and blood of Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 
Mothering God, 
you gathered us to your table 
and we drank deeply of your grace. 
Send us out by your Spirit 
to love our neighbors as ourselves 
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
The love of God abound in you; 
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 
and the life of the Spirit 
☩ bless you and give you peace. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN  If You But Trust in God to Guide You                    ELW 769 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
  
  



PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Service of Beginning and Celebration for Vicar Nick 
On Sunday, September 7 we will officially welcome Vicar Nick Paulson-Moe with a Service of 
Beginning followed by a Welcome Celebration hosted by the Internship Committee. Vicar Nick 
officially began his 12-month internship at Trinity on August 20 and has already jumped into 
ministry in our congregation and community by assisting with our bookbag drive, leading worship, 
and helping to lead Freedom Summer Camp. Be sure to join us as we give him a big Trinity 
welcome next weekend! 
 
Blessing of the Backpacks, September 7 
Also on September 7, we will celebrate the annual Blessing of the Backpacks! All students and 
teachers are invited to bring their bags to worship to be blessed as we give thanks to God for the 
gifts of wonder and learning, and surround them with our prayers at the beginning of a new 
school year. 
 
Introducing Village Campus Ministry 
Trinity has long supported Lutheran Ministries in Higher Education (LMHE) and its downtown 
branch serving NYU, Cooper Union and New School Students: PRiSM. As LMHE has become more 
intentionally ecumenical and inclusive in its governance and ministry, it is proud to unveil its new 
identity as students return to campus: Village Campus Ministry! Its ministry branches are now 
known as Village Uptown (primarily serving Columbia students) and Village Downtown, and Village 
continues to collaborate with SAFH to offer its innovative and in-demand College Student Pantry 
right here at Trinity. learn more at www.villagecampusministry.org 
 
Village Downtown 
The inclusive, affirming, and progressive downtown branch of Village Campus Ministry, meeting 
Tuesdays at 6:00 at First Presbyterian Church, Fifth Ave at W 12th St. All college students are invited 
for weekly dinners with conversation, learning, and community!  
 
SAVE THE DATE: Homecoming Sunday, September 28 
Celebrate the beginning of a new year of ministry and life together on Homecoming Sunday, 
September 28! Our first official Sunday School session of the year will take place, and worship will 
be followed by our annual Homecoming Barbecue. 
 
Also coming up: The Blessing of the Animals, October 4 
 





About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 
We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news of Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, and people of all genders into 
ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single status, sexual 
orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse congregation in a richly diverse 
neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are here to share the love of Jesus Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into our 
fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, Trinity’s 
Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which operates a soup 
kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 meals are served each day, 
and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry Monday through Friday. Volunteers are 
always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Our Schedule: 
Mon – Fri:  11:00am, Soup Kitchen; 12:30pm, Food Pantry 
Mon:  7:00pm, “Valley of the Dolls” NA Group 
Tues:   7:00pm and 8:00pm, “East Village” AA Group 
Wed:  7:30pm, STP Creative Foundation 
Thurs:   7:30pm, “Clean and Dry” AA Group 
Sun:   11:00am, Worship Service 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pastoral Intern: Vicar Nicolas Paulson-Moe (vicar@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Administrator: Gillian Fox Orwoll (office@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org   Facebook: Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
Instagram: @TrinityLES.NYC 
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