
THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
JANUARY 29, 2023 + 11:00 a.m. 
 

TRINITY LOWER EAST SIDE LUTHERAN PARISH 
in the City of New York 

 
 
Today’s Hymns 
Hymns are found in the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 
 
GATHERING HYMN  710 Let Streams of Living Justice  
HYMN OF THE DAY  637 Holy God, Holy and Glorious 
COMMUNION HYMN  725 When the Poor Ones 
SENDING HYMN  546 To Be Your Presence 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray. 
Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure in 
heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace,  
that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son,  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Today’s Readings 
 

FIRST READING  Micah 6:1-8 
 

ear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your 
case before the mountains, and let the 

hills hear your voice. 2Hear, you mountains, 
the controversy of the LORD, and you enduring 
foundations of the earth; for the LORD has a 
controversy with his people, and he will 
contend with Israel. 
    3“O my people, what have I done to you? In 
what have I wearied you? Answer me! 4For I 
brought you up from the land of Egypt, and 

redeemed you from the house of slavery; and 
I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 
5O my people, remember now what King Balak 
of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor 
answered him, and what happened from 
Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the 
saving acts of the LORD.”  
     6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 
and bow myself before God on high? Shall I 
come before him with burnt offerings, with 

H 



calves a year old? 7Will the LORD be pleased 
with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of 
rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my 
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin 

of my soul?” 8He has told you, O mortal, what 
is good; and what does the LORD require of 
you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and 
to walk humbly with your God? 

 

 
PSALM   Psalm 15 
 

 
 

LORD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 
 Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 
Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 
 who speak the truth | from their heart; Response 
 
they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 
 they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 
In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear the LORD. 
 They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word. 
They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- | gainst the innocent. 
 Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown. Response 
 
SECOND READING  I Corinthians 1:18-31 
 
The message about the cross is foolishness to 
those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is 
written,  
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I 
will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the 
scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 
not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the 
world did not know God through wisdom, God 
decided, through the foolishness of our 
proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For 
Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a 

stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s 
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God’s weakness is stronger than human 
strength. 
 26Consider your own call, brothers and 
sisters: not many of you were wise by human 
standards, not many were powerful, not many 
were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is 
foolish in the world to shame the wise; God 
chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; 28God chose what is low and despised 
in the world, things that are not, to reduce to 
nothing things that are, 29so that no one might 



boast in the presence of God. 30He is the 
source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became 
for us wisdom from God, and righteousness 

and sanctification and redemption, 31in order 
that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, 
boast in the Lord.”

 
GOSPEL   Matthew 5:1-12 
 

Alleluia. Rejoice | and be glad,*  
for your reward is | great in heaven. Alleluia. 
 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the 
mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples 
came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and 
taught them, saying: 
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. 
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they 
will be comforted. 
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit 
the earth. 
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 
for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will 
receive mercy. 

 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will 
see God. 
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will 
be called children of God. 
 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 
 11“Blessed are you when people revile you 
and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice 
and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted 
the prophets who were before you.” 
 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

Cultivate humility in your church. In gatherings of every size, teach us to boast only in the cross. 
Shape your church to be people of kindness, generosity, and justice. Merciful God,  
receive our prayer. 
 

The foundations of the earth bear witness to your faithfulness; the mountains and hills echo with 
your holiness. When we mistreat your creation, show us the error of our ways. Inspire us with 
reverent awe to honor all you have made. Merciful God,  
receive our prayer. 
 

You make foolish the wisdom of the world. Raise up honorable leaders who seek justice, love 
mercy, and pursue peace. Frustrate plans that are corrupt, wicked, and self-seeking. Prosper the 
work of peacemakers. Merciful God,  
receive our prayer. 
 
 
 



Bless all whom the world rejects. Accompany those who are regarded as foolish, weak, low, and 
despised; reveal your power and presence at work where it is least expected. Give your life, 
strength, and wisdom to all in need, especially those we name before you now, aloud or in the 
silence of our hearts... Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

As with your people Israel, remind this congregation of your saving acts. Remind us how your 
faithfulness brought us through difficulties and sustained us despite our weaknesses. Establish the 
cross as the center of our life together. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Praise to you for your blessed saints in every time and place. Trusting you accompanied them in 
poverty, persecution, and in every trial, we trust you abide with your people always. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ 
crucified. 
Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
ANNUAL MEETING – TODAY! 
The Annual Meeting of Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish will be held immediately after worship 
today.  All voting members are encouraged to attend as we approve the budget for 2023, elect 
members of the Church Council and celebrate another wonderful year of ministry. 
 
WELCOME, CHILDREN! 

• Every other week, kids are welcome to join Sunday School.  Before the reading of the gospel and 
sermon, students will join their leaders downstairs or in the garden for a time of learning, 
exploration and crafts and will join us again in worship in time for Holy Communion. 

• Music with Kids: On Sundays with Sunday School, kids are invited to grab a treat at coffee hour 
then gather around the piano for a music lesson.   
 

LMHE TRIVIA NIGHT – FEBRUARY 17 
You're invited to LMHE's eighth annual Trivia Night Fundraiser to support campus ministry in NYC!  After 
two years online, Trivia Night is coming back in person and better than ever on February 17 at Madison 
Avenue Presbyterian Church.  If you’d like to be part of Trinity’s  
“award-winning” team, let Pastor Will know! 
 
COIN JAR FOR SEAFARERS AND INTERNATIONAL HOUSE 
Put your spare change to work in supporting asylum seekers as they arrive in NYC!  All proceeds from 
the coin jar in the rear of the sanctuary will go to the essential work being done by our friends at 
Seafarers and International House to provide resources and support to those newly arrived in New York. 
 


