
 
 

 THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
 

THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
JANUARY 15, 2023 + 11:00 a.m. 

 

TRINITY LOWER EAST SIDE LUTHERAN PARISH 
in the City of New York 



Welcome to worship!  We are so pleased to have you with us, and we believe that your presence among 
us more fullycompletes our community.  If you like, please add your name and email address to the guest book 

on the table at the rear of the sanctuary.  Please, silence all mobile devices. 
 

 

+  Gathering  + 
As you are able, please stand at the ringing of the bell. 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 
In the name of the Father,  
+ and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
We gather at this font, O God, creator of oceans and rivers, rain and snow. We praise you 
for the water you provide us each day. 
 
We praise your Spirit, hovering over this font. We bless you for this cleansing water of 
rebirth, this flood of endless mercy, and for all the baptized around this blue planet. 
 
All the waters are yours, O God, even the ferocious waves of the sea, the overflowing 
rivers, the rainstorms that drown crops and herds. We ask you to heed the cries of those 
suffering from floods. As you saved Noah and the animals from the deluge, so now save 
those whose lives and livelihoods are threatened. 
Dry up the wild waters, that the people may live. 
 
All the waters are yours, O God, even stagnant rivers, and wells nearly dry, and lakes that 
are merely puddles. We ask you to heed the cries of those suffering from drought. As you 
saved Hagar and Ishmael in the desert, so now save all those creatures dying of thirst. 
Pour down rain and fill up the wells, that the people may live. 
 
We ask you, almighty Provider, to give us the water we need, and we praise you for the 
sustenance you grant at this font. By the water of our baptism empower us to pour out 
ourselves for others and to safeguard the waters of your earth. 
 
To you, Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, Sea of holiness, Spring of salvation, cloud of 
mystery, be all praise and thanksgiving, now and forever. 
Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN  O Living Breath of God                      ELW 407 
    The assembly is sprinkled with water during the hymn. 
 

 
 
 
THE GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE  Now the Feast and Celebration 
 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray.  
O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son  
and anointed him with the Holy Spirit.  
Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their calling 
to be your children, and empower us all with your Spirit,  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

+  Word  + 
 

 
 
FIRST READING  Isaiah 42:1-9 
 

ere is my servant, whom I uphold, my 
chosen, in whom my soul delights; I 

have put my spirit upon him; he will bring 
forth justice to the nations. 2He will not cry 
or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the 
street; 3a bruised reed he will not break, 
and a dimly burning wick he will not 
quench; he will faithfully bring forth 
justice. 4He will not grow faint or be 
crushed until he has established justice in 
the earth; and the coastlands wait for his 
teaching. 
 5Thus says God, the LORD, who created 
the heavens and stretched them out, who 
spread out the earth and what comes 

from it, who gives breath to the people 
upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: 
6I am the LORD, I have called you in 
righteousness, I have taken you by the 
hand and kept you; I have given you as a 
covenant to the people, a light to the 
nations, 7to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the 
dungeon, from the prison those who sit in 
darkness. 8I am the LORD, that is my name; 
my glory I give to no other, nor my praise 
to idols. 
 9See, the former things have come to 
pass, and new things I now declare; before 
they spring forth, I tell you of them. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING  Acts 10:34-43 
 

eter began to speak to Cornelius and 
his household: “I truly understand 

that God shows no partiality, 35but in every 
nation anyone who fears him and does 
what is right is acceptable to him. 36You 
know the message he sent to the people 
of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus 
Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message 
spread throughout Judea, beginning in 
Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 
power; how he went about doing good 
and healing all who were oppressed by the 
devil, for God was with him. 39We are 

witnesses to all that he did both in Judea 
and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by 
hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised 
him on the third day and allowed him to 
appear, 41not to all the people but to us 
who were chosen by God as witnesses, 
and who ate and drank with him after he 
rose from the dead. 42He commanded us 
to preach to the people and to testify that 
he is the one ordained by God as judge of 
the living and the dead. 43All the prophets 
testify about him that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.” 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

 

 
A voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, | the Beloved,* with whom I | am well pleased." 
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THE GOSPEL   Matthew 3:13-17 
 
The holy gospel according to Saint Matthew.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

hen Jesus came from Galilee to John at 
the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 

14John would have prevented him, saying, 
“I need to be baptized by you, and do you 
come to me?” 15But Jesus answered him, 
“Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in 
this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then 
he consented. 16And when Jesus had been 

baptized, just as he came up from the 
water, suddenly the heavens were opened 
to him and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and alighting on 
him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This 
is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am 
well pleased.” 

 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Repeated from previous page. 
 
 
SERMON   A period of silence for reflection follows, introduced and concluded by bell. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters             ELW 445 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 + Sacrament of Baptism and Reception of New Members  + 
 

Those being received into the church’s fellowship gather at the font. 
 

 
PRESENTATION 
 
God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the 
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and 
raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of 
Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of 
the world. 
 
A sponsor presents the baptismal candidate, saying: 
I present Brandon Yep for baptism. 
 
The presiding minister addresses the candidate: 
Brandon, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to be 
baptized into Christ? 
The candidate responds: I do. 
 
The presiding minister addresses the baptismal sponsor: 
Steven, do you promise to nurture Brandon in the Christian faith as you are empowered by 
God’s Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the 
church? 
The sponsor responds: I do. 
 
A representative of the congregation presents those being received into membership, saying: 
I present (names) for membership in our congregation. 
 
The presiding minister addresses those being received: 
Siblings in Christ, do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism 
among God’s people in this place? 
Those being welcomed respond. 
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly: 
People of God, do you promise to support Brandon and pray for him in his new life in 
Christ?  Do you promise to support and pray for these new members in their life in Christ? 
The assembly responds:  We do. 



PROFESSION OF FAITH 
The presiding minister addresses the candidates. The assembly joins in the responses. 
 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Blessed are you, holy God. You are the creator of the waters of the earth. You are the fire 
of rebirth. You poured out your Spirit on your people Israel. You breathe life into our dry 
bones. Your Son Jesus promised to send the Spirit to us that the world may know your 
peace and truth. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, and breathe new life into those who are here baptized. By your 
Spirit adopt us all as your children, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
BAPTISM 
 
Water is poured on the candidate's head, as the presiding minister says: 
Brandon, I baptize you in the name of the Father, 
Water is poured on the candidate's head a second time: 
and of the Son, 
Water is poured on the candidate's head a third time: 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
The presiding minister continues: 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your children 
new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 
 
Laying both hands on the head of the newly baptized, the minister prays: 
 
Sustain Brandon with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit 
of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
 



The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized using oil blessed by the bishop 
for this purpose. 
Brandon, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross 
of Christ forever. 
Amen. 
 
WELCOME 
 
A lighted candle is given to the baptized as the presiding minister says: 
Let your light so shine before others 
that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father in heaven. 
 
Let us now welcome these siblings in Christ to this community of faith. 
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 
Together we will give thanks and praise to God 
and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
 
 
SUNG ACCLAMATION 
As all return to their places, the assembly stands to sing:: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

Calling God, you speak with power to your church. Open our hearts and minds to the new 
things you are declaring. Strengthen bishops, pastors, deacons, lay leaders, and teachers of 
the faith. Equip the baptized for your reconciling and redeeming work. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Renewing God, you provide the waters of the earth and in Jesus’ baptism you reveal the 
waters of life. Cleanse and protect oceans, rivers, and watersheds. Bring relief to parched 
lands and to communities without access to safe water. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Righteous God, you never weary of establishing justice. Increase cooperation and 
constructive dialogue between nations. Guide local, national, and international authorities 
to govern with equity, vision, and integrity. We pray for those in military service, for 
peacemakers, and for our enemies. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Abiding God, your mercy is steadfast. Give sanctuary to people who flee from oppression, 
war, poverty, and famine. Sustain health care workers, caregivers, first responders, 
counselors, and all who help and heal. Comfort those who are grieving or experiencing 
crisis, especially those we name before you now, aloud or in the silence of our hearts... 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Blessing God, in Christ you gather the beloved community. Kindle the gifts of your Spirit in 
your people. Accompany the newly baptized, those recently ordained, and any beginning a 
new ministry. Inspire synodical leaders and congregational councils to serve with 
imagination and wisdom. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Promising God, your faithfulness endures throughout all generations. We give thanks for 
those who have died in Christ, trusting that we will be united with them and all the saints in 
Christ’s resurrection life. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in 
Christ crucified. 
Amen. 



THE PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 

+  Meal   + 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING An offering is collected to support the work of the church in our community 

and the world.  Gifts may also be made online at 
www.trinitylowereastside.org/give as one-time or recurring contributions or 
on Venmo using the QR code below. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AT THE PRESENTATION As the people’s gifts of bread, wine, and money are brought forward,  
we stand to sing: 
 

 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
Liberating God, 
you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. 
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, 
and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 
You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the presiding minister continues with the preface for the 
day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 



The presiding minister continues the Eucharistic Prayer, which includes the following responses: 
 

…Remembering his death, we cry out Amen.  Amen! 
 
…Remembering his resurrection, we shout Amen.  Amen! 
 
…Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen.  Amen! 

 
…life in you, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LAMB OF GOD  The assembly is seated. 
 

 
 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

 
 
COMMUNION All are welcome at the Lord’s table to receive communion. Wafers are gluten 

free. Wine contains alcohol. Communion may be received in one or both 
kinds.  The ushers will guide you forward. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION HYMN  Spirit of Gentleness                                     ELW 396 
 

 



BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
 
May the body and blood of Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
Holy One, 
we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, 
and journey humbly with you. 
Amen. 
 
 

+  Sending  + 
 
 

 
BENEDICTION 
 
The God who faithfully brings forth justice 
and breaks the oppressor’s rod  
+ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN  Wade in the Water                   ELW 459 
    Found on the following page. 
 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
WELCOME, CHILDREN! 
Here at Trinity we take seriously Jesus’ words “Let the little children come to me” – in fact, it’s even 
inscribed around our baptismal font (in German!).  We delight to welcome worshipers of all ages, 
even those who are a bit noisy and fidgety!  Families may worship in any part of our sanctuary, but a 
special area with kid’s tables has been prepared just for the youngest among us, complete with 
activity pages, crayons and pencils.  

• Every other week, kids are welcome to join Sunday School.  Before the reading of the gospel 
and sermon, students will join their leaders downstairs or in the garden for a time of learning, 
exploration and crafts and will join us again in worship in time for Holy Communion. 

• Music with Kids: On Sundays with Sunday School, kids are invited to grab a treat at coffee 
hour then gather around the piano for a music lesson.  Kids are currently learning music for 
the Christmas pageant in December. 

 
PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS’ ORIENTATION – TODAY! 
If you’ve been worshiping with us and would like to learn more about becoming a member of 
Trinity, you are invited to join Pastor Will for an orientation session today after worship in the 
parsonage.  We will explore the history of our congregation, some basics of the Lutheran tradition 
and beliefs, and what church membership means.  We will welcome new members on January 15, 
the feast of the Baptism of Our Lord. 
 
COIN JAR FOR SEAFARERS AND INTERNATIONAL HOUSE 
Put your spare change to work in supporting asylum seekers as they arrive in NYC!  All proceeds 
from the coin jar in the rear of the sanctuary will go to the essential work being done by our friends 
at Seafarers and International House to provide resources and support to those newly arrived in 
New York. 
 
LMHE TRIVIA NIGHT – FEBRUARY 17 
You're invited to LMHE's eighth annual Trivia Night Fundraiser to support campus ministry in 
NYC!  After two years online, Trivia Night is coming back in person and better than ever on February 
17 at Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church.  If you’d like to be part of Trinity’s  
“award-winning” team, let Pastor Will know! 
 
ANNUAL MEETING – JANUARY 29 
The Annual Meeting of Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish will be held immediately after 
worship on January 29.  All voting members are encouraged to attend as we approve the budget 
for 2023, elect members of the Church Council and celebrate another wonderful year of ministry. 
 
 



About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA). We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news of Jesus’ 
life, death, and resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, and people 
of all genders into ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single 
status, sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse 
congregation in a richly diverse neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are 
here to share the love of Jesus Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into our 
fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, 
Trinity’s Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which 
operates a soup kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 
meals are served each day, and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry Monday 
through Friday. Volunteers are always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Our Schedule: 
Mon – Fri:  11am, Soup Kitchen; 12:30pm, Food Pantry 
Tues:   7:30pm, Alcoholics Anonymous 
Thurs:   7:30pm, Alcoholics Anonymous 
Sun:   11am, Worship Service 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze  (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org  Facebook:  Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
 
 


