
 

 
 
 
 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
 

THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
JANUARY 9, 2022 + 11:00am 

 

TRINITY LOWER EAST SIDE LUTHERAN PARISH 
in the City of New York 



Welcome to worship!  We are so glad that you have been led to join us for worship this 
evening as we celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, and we believe that your presence 
among us more fully completes our community.  Wherever you are on your journey of faith, 
please know that you are most welcome here, and we invite you to fully participate in our life 
together in whatever way you feel called to do. Our prayer is that you find Trinity to be a place 
where you are welcomed and affirmed in all your fabulous quirks and eccentricities, and that 
you feel truly seen and valued as a fellow child of God, beautifully and perfectly created in God’s 
image!  If you’d like to learn more about how to join us as we seek to embody God’s love as a 
community of Christ, just speak with Pastor Will! 

 
+  +  +   

 
As followers of Jesus, we are called to love our neighbors as we have been loved by God.  
We believe that loving our neighbors, especially the most vulnerable among us, compels us 
to show great care as we gather for worship in the midst of a global pandemic.  In order to 
ensure that our gathering is as safe as possible and minimizes the spread of disease, we ask 
you to please join us in following these important health and safety protocols: 

• Face coverings must be worn at all times while inside Trinity’s building, and they are 
recommended when gathered with others outdoors.  Both mouth and nose must be fully 
covered. 

• Please avoid close physical contact with anyone outside of your household, including 
refraining from handshakes or hugs.  Six feet of distance should be observed at all times, 
including at the sharing of the Peace. 

• At the distribution of Holy Communion, only the bread will be offered in order to reduce 
contact with the chalice.  Rest assured that receiving Holy Communion “in one kind” is a 
fully effective and valid means of receiving the promise of Christ’s presence and forgiveness 
in the sacrament.  Please remain at your place, and the presiding minister will invite you 
forward.   Keeping your face covering in place, wait until you return to your seat to lower 
your mask and consume the bread. 

• To avoid passing the offering plate from hand to hand, a basket is available for your 
offerings at the entrance to the sanctuary.  We are grateful for your generosity! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



+  Gathering  + 
 

 
PRELUDE 
 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and 
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
Water is poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
 
We gather at this font, O God, creator of oceans and rivers, rain and snow. 
We praise you for the Atlantic Ocean, the Long Island Sound, and New York Harbor.   
For the mighty Hudson, East River, for waterways hidden under city streets, 
and for all the water you provide us each day. 
  
We praise your Spirit, hovering over this font. 
We bless you for this cleansing water of rebirth, this flood of endless mercy, 
and for all the baptized around this blue planet. 
 
We ask you, almighty Provider, 
to give us the water we need,  
and we praise you for the sustenance you grant at this font. 
By the water of our baptism empower us to pour out ourselves for others 
and to safeguard the waters of your earth. 
  
To you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
Sea of holiness, Spring of salvation, Cloud of mystery, 
be all praise and thanksgiving, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN  When Jesus Came to Jordan 
 

 
 

 
THE GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit  
and revealed him as your beloved Son.  
Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service,  
that we may rejoice to be called children of God,  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

+  Word  + 
 
 
 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 43:1-7 
  

ut now thus says the LORD, he who 
created you, O Jacob, he who formed 

you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have 
redeemed you; I have called you by name, 
you are mine.2When you pass through the 
waters, I will be with you; and through the 
rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not 
be burned, and the flame shall not 
consume you.  
     3For I am the LORD your God, the Holy 
One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as 
your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in 
exchange for you. 4Because you are 

precious in my sight, and honored, and I 
love you, I give people in return for you, 
nations in exchange for your life. 
     5Do not fear, for I am with you; I will 
bring your offspring from the east, and 
from the west I will gather you.  6I will say 
to the north, “Give them up,” and to the 
south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons 
from far away and my daughters from the 
end of the earth— 
7everyone who is called by my name, 
whom I created for my glory, whom I 
formed and made.”

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM   Psalm 29 
    The psalm is sung responsively. 
 

 
 
Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, 
 ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name; 
 worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 
 the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 
The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 
 the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor. Refrain 
 
The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; 
 the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 
the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 
 and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 
The voice | of the LORD 
 bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 
The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness; 
 the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. Refrain 
 
The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. 
 And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!” 
The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 
 the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 
O LORD, give strength | to your people; 
 give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace. Refrain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECOND READING  Ephesians 3:1-12 
 

his is the reason that I Paul am a 
prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of 

you Gentiles—2for surely you have already 
heard of the commission of God’s grace 
that was given me for you, 3and how the 
mystery was made known to me by 
revelation, as I wrote above in a few 
words, 4a reading of which will enable you 
to perceive my understanding of the 
mystery of Christ. 5In former generations 
this mystery was not made known to 
humankind, as it has now been revealed to 
his holy apostles and prophets by the 
Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become 
fellow heirs, members of the same body, 
and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel. 

  7Of this gospel I have become a servant 
according to the gift of God’s grace that 
was given me by the working of his 
power. 8Although I am the very least of all 
the saints, this grace was given to me to 
bring to the Gentiles the news of the 
boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make 
everyone see what is the plan of the 
mystery hidden for ages in God who 
created all things; 10so that through the 
church the wisdom of God in its rich 
variety might now be made known to the 
rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
places. 11This was in accordance with the 
eternal purpose that he has carried out in 
Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have 
access to God in boldness and confidence 
through faith in him. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Sung before and after the reading of the Gospel. 
 

 

 
A voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, | the Beloved,* with whom I | am well pleased.” 

T 



THE GOSPEL    Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 
The holy gospel according to St. Luke.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

s the people were filled with 
expectation, and all were questioning 

in their hearts concerning John, whether 
he might be the Messiah, 16John answered 
all of them by saying, “I baptize you with 
water; but one who is more powerful than 
I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the 
thong of his sandals. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his 

threshing floor and to gather the wheat 
into his granary; but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.” 
  21Now when all the people were 
baptized, and when Jesus also had been 
baptized and was praying, the heaven was 
opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended 
upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a 
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, 
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 
The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON The sermon is followed by a period of reflection, introduced and concluded 

by the ringing of a bell. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  O Living Breath of God 
 

 
 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the 
church, the world, and all that God has made. 

By the Holy Spirit, you gather your church and send it out in mission to share the good 
news of Jesus. Inspire your faithful people to be fervent in prayer and service, that all 
people know they are precious in God’s sight. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 



You reveal your love and power through water and the Spirit. Guard rivers, seas, and all 
bodies of water from destruction and pollution. Secure access to clean water for all, and 
protect the land from drought and flood. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Establish among the nations the blessings of peace. Raise up leaders who will protect 
vulnerable people in their care. Strengthen advocates who risk reputation or retaliation for 
the sake of mercy and justice. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You protect us through the fires and troubled waters of this life. Assure us that we will not 
be cut off from you by illness or despair, anxiety or pain, confusion or weakness. Comfort 
all who are in need, especially those we name before you now, aloud or in the silence of 
our hearts... God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We are joined in baptism to Christ and to one another. Bless those who are newly baptized 
and those who are preparing for baptism. Help us to be faithful in fellowship, worship, 
evangelism, service, and justice-seeking. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You created each of your saints for your glory. We give thanks for those you have called by 
name into your eternal embrace. Comfort us in grief and release us from fear. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers 
to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 



+  Meal   + 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING  To avoid passing the offering plates from hand to hand, your gifts of money 

may be left in the offering plate at the usher’s station near the entrance.  
Offerings may also be made online as one-time or recurring contributions at 
www.trinitylowereastside.org/give or by using the QR code below. 

 

 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY SONG  Take, Oh Take Me As I Am 
 

 
 

 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. 
You offer us new beginnings and guide us on our journey. 
Lead us to your table, nourish us with this heavenly food, 
and prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world, 
in the name of Christ our light. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the presiding minister continues with the preface for the 
day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 



 
 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
LAMB OF GOD  The assembly is seated. 
 

 
 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Come to God’s table. 
There is a place for you and enough for all. 
 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN  Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters 
 

 
 

 
 
 



BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
 
May the body and blood of Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.  Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, gracious God, 
for we have feasted on the abundance of your house. 
Send us to bring good news 
and to proclaim your favor to all, 
strengthened with the richness of your grace 
in your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

+  Sending  + 
 

 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, 
and who calls you by name, + bless your going out and your coming in, 
today and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN  Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 
    Found on the following page. 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



 

 



WELCOME, CHILDREN! 
Here at Trinity we take seriously Jesus’ words “Let the little children come to me” – in fact, it’s even inscribed 
around our baptismal font (in German!).  We delight to welcome worshipers of all ages, even those who are a 
bit noisy and fidgety!  Families may worship in any part of our sanctuary, but a special area with kid’s tables 
has been prepared just for the youngest among us, complete with activity pages, crayons and pencils.  

• On the first and third Sundays of each month, kids are welcome to join Sunday School.  Before the 
reading of the gospel and sermon, students will join their leaders downstairs or in the garden for a 
time of learning, exploration and crafts and will join us again in worship in time for Holy Communion. 

• On the other Sundays of the month, children will be invited forward to join Pastor Will for a special 
children’s sermon,  bringing to life the day’s themes in ways kids will understand. 

 
ANNUAL MEETING 
The Annual Meeting of the congregation will take place on Sunday, January 30 immediately after worship.  All 
voting members of the congregation are encouraged to attend as we look back on the past year, look ahead 
to where God is leading us in the year to come, and approve a budget for 2022. 
 
Coming in February: AN INTRODUCTION TO THE LUTHERAN TRADITION 
Lifelong Lutherans and those new to the Lutheran tradition alike are welcome to participate in a three-week 
course led by Pastor Will exploring the basics of our unique religious heritage.  Topics covered will include the 
history of Martin Luther and the 16th-century Reformation, the spread of global Lutheranism, key Lutheran 
theological concepts, the Lutheran tradition of worship and music, and work done by Lutherans around the 
world addressing pressing social issues.  Sessions will take place immediately following worship over three 
Sundays; keep an eye out for specific details soon! 
 
A PLACE TO BELONG: STEWARDSHIP 2022 
Our deepest thanks to everyone who has submitted Commitment Forms as part of our 2022 stewardship 
campaign!  To date we have received 16 pledges.  If you haven’t had a chance to pledge your support of our 
life together in Christ, it’s not too late!  There are paper copies of the pledge form available on the table in the 
narthex, and forms can also be submitted online at www.trinitylowereastside.org/give 
 
 
COIN JAR  
Proceeds from the coin jar in the narthex are used to support the work of Seafarers International House (SIH)  
to accompany and advocate for immigrants and asylum seekers being held in ICE detention centers.  SIH 
provides spiritual care to those being detained, case management, and assistance with housing and 
connecting with relatives when they are released.  We are grateful for your generous support of this 
incredibly important work! 
 
SUPPORT THE COMMUNITY FRIDGE!  
If you’d like to sign up to volunteer, visit bit.ly/loisaidafridgesignup 
To support the fridge with financial contributions, venmo @loisaidafridge 
To follow what’s happening at the fridge follow @loisaidafridge on Instagram 
 
 



About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA). We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news of Jesus’ 
life, death, and resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, and people 
of all genders into ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single 
status, sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse 
congregation in a richly diverse neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are 
here to share the love of Jesus Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into our 
fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, 
Trinity’s Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which 
operates a soup kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 
meals are served each day, and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry Monday 
through Friday. Volunteers are always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Our Schedule: 
Mon – Fri:  11am, Soup Kitchen; 12:30pm, Food Pantry 
Tues:   7:30pm, Alcoholics Anonymous 
Thurs:   7:30pm, Alcoholics Anonymous 
Sun:   11am, Worship Service 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze  (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org  Facebook:  Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
 
 


