
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

A SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
DECEMBER 25, 2022 + 11:00 a.m. 

 
TRINITY LOWER EAST SIDE LUTHERAN PARISH 

in the City of New York 



Welcome to worship!  We are so pleased to have you with us, and we believe that your presence among 

us completes our community.  If you like, please add your name and email address to the guest book on the table 
at the rear of the church..  Please, silence all mobile devices. 

 
All carols are found in the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnals  

 
 
 

 

+   Gather ing  + 

 
 

 

PRELUDE   Please stand at the ringing of the bell. 
 
 
 
GATHERING CAROL  Angels, from the Realms of Glory            ELW 275 
 

 
 

THE GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you gave us your only Son  
to take on our human nature and to illumine the world with your light.  
By your grace adopt us as your children and enlighten us with your Spirit,  
through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 



+   LESSONS AND CAROLS   + 
Please remain seated. 

 
 
 
LESSON   Isaiah 52:7-10 
 

ow beautiful upon the mountains are 
the feet of the messenger who 

announces peace, who brings good news, 
who announces salvation, who says to 
Zion, “Your God reigns.” 8Listen! Your 
sentinels lift up their voices, together they 
sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the 
return of the LORD to Zion. 9Break forth 

together into singing, you ruins of 
Jerusalem; for the LORD has comforted his 
people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. 10The 
LORD has bared his holy arm before the 
eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of 
the earth shall see the salvation of our 
God. 

 
 
CAROL    Comfort, Comfort Now My People, v. 1          ELW 256 
    

 

LESSON   Isaiah 62:6-12 
 

pon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have 
posted sentinels; all day and all night 

they shall never be silent. You who remind 
the LORD, take no rest, 7and give him no 
rest until he establishes Jerusalem and 
makes it renowned throughout the earth. 
8The LORD has sworn by his right hand and 
by his mighty arm: I will not again give your 
grain to be food for your enemies, and 
foreigners shall not drink the wine for 
which you have labored; 9but those who 
garner it shall eat it and praise the LORD, 

and those who gather it shall drink it in my 
holy courts. 
 10Go through, go through the gates, 
prepare the way for the people; build up, 
build up the highway, clear it of stones, lift 
up an ensign over the peoples. 11The LORD 
has proclaimed to the end of the earth: 
Say to daughter Zion, “See, your salvation 
comes; his reward is with him, and his 
recompense before him.” 12They shall be 
called, “The Holy People, The Redeemed 
of the LORD“; and you shall be called, 
“Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken.” 

 
 
CAROL    Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming, vv. 1&2          ELW 272 
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LESSON   Hebrews 1:1-4 
 

ong ago God spoke to our ancestors in 
many and various ways by the 

prophets, 2but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by a Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, through 
whom he also created the worlds. 3He is 
the reflection of God’s glory and the exact 

imprint of God’s very being, and he 
sustains all things by his powerful word. 
When he had made purification for sins, he 
sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 
on high, 4having become as much superior 
to angels as the name he has inherited is 
more excellent than theirs 

 
 
CAROL    In the Bleak Midwinter, vv. 1 &3           ELW 294 
 
 
LESSON   Titus 3:4-7 
 

hen the goodness and loving 
kindness of God our Savior 

appeared, 5he saved us, not because of 
any works of righteousness that we had 
done, but according to his mercy, through 
the water of rebirth and renewal by the 

Holy Spirit. 6This Spirit he poured out on us 
richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so 
that, having been justified by his grace, we 
might become heirs according to the hope 
of eternal life. 

 
 
CAROL    Good Christian Friends, Rejoice, v. 1          ELW 288 
 
 
LESSON   Luke 2:8-20 
 

n that region there were shepherds 
living in the fields, keeping watch over 

their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the 
Lord stood before them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. 10But the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all 
the people: 11to you is born this day in the 

city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth 
and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, 
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 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those 
whom he favors!” 
 15When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.” 
16So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger. 17When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about 
this child; 18and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. 
19But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. 20The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them. 

 
 

CAROL    ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime, vv. 1&2        ELW 284
   
 
 
LESSON   John 1:1-14 
 

n the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 
3All things came into being through him, 
and without him not one thing came into 
being. What has come into being 4in him 
was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. 5The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 6There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe 
through him. 8He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. 9The 

true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world. 
 10He was in the world, and the world 
came into being through him; yet the 
world did not know him. 11He came to what 
was his own, and his own people did not 
accept him. 12But to all who received him, 
who believed in his name, he gave power 
to become children of God, 13who were 
born, not of blood or of the will of the 
flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
 14And the Word became flesh and lived 
among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace 
and truth. 

 
 

CAROL    Of the Father’s Love Begotten, vv. 1 & 5        ELW 295 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for the church, 
the life of the earth, and the whole human family. 

The church in every land makes a joyful noise to herald your coming, O God. We give thanks 
for poets, musicians, and hymn writers who give voice to our praise, and for all who lead 
the church’s worship. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
This day dawns with new hope for all living things, and from ocean depths to mountain 
peaks the earth rejoices. Inspire in us an urgent zeal to protect the planet and renew its 
resources. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Bring heavenly peace to this world and an end to armed conflict. Raise up leaders in every 
nation who will honor human rights and establish equal justice for all people. Give courage 
to all who speak out against oppression and advocate for the powerless. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Guard the lives of any in danger, especially those who work to protect others. Lead any 
who are in desperate circumstances to sanctuary, help, and safety. Grant rest to the weary 
and soothe those who are troubled. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Bless all who gather to worship on this holy day. Be present at our tables and celebrations, 
and watch over those who travel. Sustain charities, outreach ministries, and food pantries 
that give generously to people in need. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
In Christ we have beheld your glory, full of grace and truth. We give thanks for those in 
every generation who reflect the light of Christ. May their witness shine forth in our time. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we commend all for 
whom we pray to the mercy of God. 
Amen. 
 



THE PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 

+  Meal   + 
 
 
 
OFFERING An offering is collected to support the work of the church in our community 

and the world.  Gifts may also be made online at 
www.trinitylowereastside.org/give as one-time or recurring contributions or 
on Venmo using the QR code below. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERTORY   As the people’s gifts of bread, wine, and money are brought forward,  

we stand to sing: 
 

 
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, 
receive and bless these gifts we have offered. 
Join our hearts with the song of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration. 
Strengthen us to share with all the world the abundance of your grace upon grace, 
poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 
 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the presiding minister continues with the preface for the 

day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 



In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LAMB OF GOD  The assembly is seated. 

 
 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
We break the bread of life,  
and that life is the light of the world.   
God is here among us,  
life in the midst of us,  
bring us to light and life. 
 
 
COMMUNION All are welcome at the Lord’s table to receive communion. Wafers are gluten 

free. Wine contains alcohol. Communion may be received in one or both 
kinds.  The ushers will guide you forward. 

 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN  Away in a Manger             ELW 277 
 

 
 
 



BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
 
May the body and blood of Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
God our redeemer, 
you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life. 
As you have gathered us in joy, send us forth as messengers of your peace. 
Make us shine with the good news of your glory, 
born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

+   Sending   + 
 
 

 
BENEDICTION 
 
May Christ,  
who by his incarnation has filled us with grace and truth, 
give you peace this Christmas and always. 
Almighty God, Father, +  Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN  Love Has Come             ELW 292 
    
 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace.  Christ is born!   
Thanks be to God. 



About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA). We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news of Jesus’ 
life, death, and resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, and people 
of all genders into ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single 
status, sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse 
congregation in a richly diverse neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are 
here to share the love of Jesus Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into our 
fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, 
Trinity’s Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which 
operates a soup kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 
meals are served each day, and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry Monday 
through Friday. Volunteers are always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Our Schedule: 
Mon – Fri:  11am, Soup Kitchen; 12:30pm, Food Pantry 
Tues:   7:30pm, Alcoholics Anonymous 
Thurs:   7:30pm, Alcoholics Anonymous 
Sun:   11am, Worship Service 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze  (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org  Facebook:  Facebook.com/TrinityLES 

 
 


