
 



Welcome to worship!  We are so pleased to have you with us, and we believe that your presence among 
us completes our community.  If you like, please add your name and email address to the guest book on the table 

at the rear of the sanctuary.  Please, silence all mobile devices. 
 

Harmonized versions of the carols are found in the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnals. 
 

 

+  Gathering  + 
 

 
 

PRELUDE    
Please stand at the ringing of the bell. 
 
 
CHRISTMAS PROCLAMATION 
This ancient proclamation of Christ’s birth is sung from the entrance to the church. 
 

any ages from the time when God created the heavens and the earth 
and then formed humankind in his own image; 

Long after the great flood,  
when God made the rainbow shine forth as a sign of the covenant; 
twenty-one centuries from the time the promise was given to Abraham and Sarah; 
thirteen centuries after Moses led the people of Israel  
out of Egypt and Miriam danced in freedom; 
eleven hundred years from the time of Ruth and the judges; 
one thousand years from the anointing of David as king, 
in fulfillment of the times and years and months and days discerned by the prophets; 
in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad; 
the seven hundred and fifty-second year from the foundation of the city of Rome; 
the forty-second year of the reign of Octavian Augustus; 
while the whole world enjoyed a span of peace, 
Jesus Christ, eternal God and Son of the eternal Father, 
desiring to sanctify the world by his most merciful coming, 
being conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
and nine months of growth in the womb of his mother – 
Now in our own times is the nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
God made flesh. 
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GATHERING HYMN  O Come, All Ye Faithful         ELW 283 
 

 
 
 
 

 



THE GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  Angels We Have Heard on High          ELW 289 
 
1) Angels we have heard on high,  
sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply,  
echoing their joyous strains. 
refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

2) Shepherds, why this jubilee?   
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be which 
inspire your heav’nly song? 
refrain 

 
3) Come to Bethlehem and see 

him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn king. 
refrain 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light.  
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence  
and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory;  
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



+  Word  + 
 

 
FIRST READING  Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

he people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; those who 

lived in a land of deep darkness— 
on them light has shined. 3You have 
multiplied the nation, you have increased 
its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy 
at the harvest, as people exult when 
dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their 
burden, and the bar across their 
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you 
have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping 
warriors and all the garments rolled in 

blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For a child has been born for us, 
a son given to us; authority rests upon his 
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.  7His authority 
shall grow continually, and there shall be 
endless peace for the throne of David and 
his kingdom. He will establish and uphold 
it with justice and with righteousness from 
this time onward and forevermore.  The 
zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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CAROL    Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming       ELW 272 
    

 
 
SECOND READING  Titus 2:11-14 
 

he grace of God has appeared, 
bringing salvation to all, 12training us to 

renounce impiety and worldly passions, 
and in the present age to live lives that are 
self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while 
we wait for the blessed hope and the 

manifestation of the glory of our great 
God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who 
gave himself for us that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity and purify for himself a 
people of his own who are zealous for 
good deeds. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

 

 
I am bringing you good news of great joy for | all the people:*  

to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messi- | ah, the Lord. 
 

 
 
 
THE GOSPEL   Luke 2:1-20 
 
The holy gospel according to Saint Luke.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

n those days a decree went out from 
Emperor Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. 2This was the first 
registration and was taken while Quirinius 
was governor of Syria. 3All went to their 
own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also 
went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee 
to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended 
from the house and family of David. 5He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom 
he was engaged and who was expecting a 
child. 6While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. 7And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 
him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. 
  8In that region there were shepherds 
living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the 
Lord stood before them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. 10But the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all 
the people: 11to you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 

I 



the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth 
and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those 
whom he favors!” 
15When the angels had left them and gone 
into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has taken place, which 

the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they 
went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
17When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child; 
18and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds told them. 19But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart. 20The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them. 

 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Repeated from previous page. 
 
 
SERMON   A period of silence for reflection follows, begun and concluded by bell. 
 
 

 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY  Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing                    ELW 270 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for the church, 
the life of the earth, and the whole human family. 

Your infinite love is born to us this night. With choirs of angels the church proclaims the 
good news. Send us out as messengers of the hope that has come to all people. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You are pleased to dwell with your creatures and the whole earth sings for joy. Renew the 
splendor of creation from the smallest cell to the widest galaxies. Guide us to be wise 
stewards of your gifts for the sake of generations to come. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Your authority is over the nations. Break the rod of oppression in every land and free all 
people from fear. Bring peace where there is war, compassion where there is suffering, 
and healing where there is disease. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You cherish those who are most vulnerable. Protect infants and children, and bless those 
who care for them. Watch over women giving birth, attend the dying, and relieve any who 
are in pain.  Shelter refugee families and those who have no home. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Your lovingkindness embraces everyone in need. Help any for whom this season is lonely 
or joyless. Comfort those among us, or known to us, who are experiencing distress of body 
or mind, missing loved ones, or grieving. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You welcome those who have died into the joyous light of glory. We give thanks for the 
saints of every time and place who have praised you with lives of faith and humility. Inspire 
us by their example to love you by serving others. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we commend all for 
whom we pray to the mercy of God. 
Amen. 
 



THE PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 

+  Meal   + 
 
 
 
OFFERING An offering is collected to support the work of the church in our community 

and the world.  Gifts may also be made online at 
www.trinitylowereastside.org/give as one-time or recurring contributions or 
on Venmo using the QR code below. 

 

 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY SOLO What a Wonderful World 
 sung by Alex Lawrence 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AT THE PRESENTATION As the people’s gifts of bread, wine, and money are brought forward,  
we stand to sing: 
 

 
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, 
receive and bless these gifts we have offered. 
Join our hearts with the song of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration. 
Strengthen us to share with all the world the abundance of your grace upon grace, 
poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 
 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the presiding minister continues with the preface for the 
day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 



The presiding minister continues the Eucharistic Prayer, which includes the following responses: 
 

…Remembering his death, we cry out Amen.  Amen! 
 
…Remembering his resurrection, we shout Amen.  Amen! 
 
…Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen.  Amen! 

 
…life in you, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LAMB OF GOD  The assembly is seated. 
 

 
 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
We break the bread of life,  
and that life is the light of the world.   
God is here among us,  
life in the midst of us,  
bring us to light and life. 
 
 
COMMUNION All are welcome at the Lord’s table to receive communion. Wafers are gluten 

free. Wine contains alcohol. Communion may be received in one or both 
kinds.  The ushers will guide you forward. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION HYMN  It Came Upon the Midnight Clear        ELW 282 
 

 



BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
 
May the body and blood of Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
God our redeemer, 
you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life. 
As you have gathered us in joy, send us forth as messengers of your peace. 
Make us shine with the good news of your glory, 
born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
CANDLELIGHT HYMN Silent Night 

As the light is brought from the Paschal Candle, please share it with those 
around you. For everyone’s safety be sure to only tip unlit candles.  
Candles may be extinguished following the Benediction. 
 
 

1) Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

2) Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 
3) Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love's pure light 
radiant beams from your holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 

 
 
 



 
+  Sending  + 

 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
May Christ,  
who by his incarnation has filled us with grace and truth, 
give you peace this Christmas and always. 
Almighty God, Father, +  Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN  Joy to the World            ELW 267 
    Found on the following page. 
 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace.  Christ is born!   
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 



About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA). We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news of Jesus’ 
life, death, and resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, and people 
of all genders into ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single 
status, sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse 
congregation in a richly diverse neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are 
here to share the love of Jesus Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into our 
fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, 
Trinity’s Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which 
operates a soup kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 
meals are served each day, and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry Monday 
through Friday. Volunteers are always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Our Schedule: 
Mon – Fri:  11am, Soup Kitchen; 12:30pm, Food Pantry 
Tues:   7:30pm, Alcoholics Anonymous 
Thurs:   7:30pm, Alcoholics Anonymous 
Sun:   11am, Worship Service 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze  (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org  Facebook:  Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
 
 


