
 



A SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 
and Christmas Pageant 
 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
DECEMBER 18, 2022 + 11:00am 
 

TRINITY LOWER EAST SIDE LUTHERAN PARISH 
in the City of New York 

  ______________________________________________________________ 
 

Welcome to worship!  We feel strongly that your presence among us completes our community  
this morning, and we welcome you just as you are, beautifully created in the Divine image. 

If you'd like, please leave your name and email/address in the guest book. Please silence mobile devices. 

 
The wearing of masks in worship is strongly recommended, but not required. 

 
 

+  Gathering  + 
 
 
As the assembly gathers for worship, we sing: 
 

 



THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT 
 
In the name of the Father who created the earth and the stars of night, 
and of the + Son, who draws near to our world in need, 
and of the Holy Spirit, whose fire warms our hearts and lightens the world. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray. 
Praise to you, O God, who lives with us, sharing our flesh and bones. 
As Mary waited and Joseph dreamed, so we wait and dream for you. 
Bless us and let your face shine upon us,  
more radiant than these candles, and more dear than all else we seek. 
Restore us when we fail to refuse the evil and choose the good, and banish all our fears. 
We pray in the name of Emmanuel, your promised child and our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



As the fourth candle is lit, the cantor sings: 
We give you thanks, O God, for it is you who called forth light, and you led your people 
Israel with wonders and with signs. 
 
The assembly sings: 

 
 
Cantor: 
For your mercy is our light and your compassion is our guide, 
 
Assembly: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GATHERING HYMN  O Come, O Come Emmanuel vv. 1-4                                 ELW 257 
 
 

 
 

 
 
GREETING  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



KYRIE    The refrain is sung by the assembly; 
the verses are sung by the cantor. 

 

 
 
To those who are distant.  to those who are near. 
To those with resistance.  To those who live in fear. 
Refrain 
 
To our hidden places only you can see. 
To the many faces yearning to be free. 
Refrain 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  
With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith,  
that eagerly we may receive your promises,  
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+  LESSONS AND CAROLS  + 
 

Please remain seated for the reading of the lessons and the singing of the carols. 
 
 
 
LESSON Isaiah 7:10-14 
 

Verse one of What Child is This is sung to introduce the lesson. 
 

 
     
 
 
 



he LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a 
sign of the LORD your God; let it be 

deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12But 
Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put 
the LORD to the test. 13Then Isaiah said: 
“Hear then, O house of David! Is it too 

little for you to weary mortals, that you 
weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord 
himself will give you a sign. Look, the 
young woman is with child and shall bear 
a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 

 
Verse Two of What Child is This is sung. 

See previous page for text and music. 
 
He shall eat curds and honey by the time 
he knows how to refuse the evil and 
choose the good. 16For before the child 

knows how to refuse the evil and choose 
the good, the land before whose two 
kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 

 
Verse Three of What Child is This is sung. 

See previous page for text and music. 
 

 
LESSON Romans 1:1-7 
 

Verses One and Two of Once in Royal David’s City are sung to introduce the lesson. 
 

 

T 



 
aul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called 
to be an apostle, set apart for the 

gospel of God, 2which he promised 
beforehand through his prophets in the 
holy scriptures, 3the gospel concerning 
his Son, who was descended from David 
according to the flesh 4and was declared 
to be Son of God with power according 
to the spirit of holiness by resurrection 
from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

5through whom we have received grace 
and apostleship to bring about the 
obedience of faith among all the Gentiles 
for the sake of his name, 6including 
yourselves who are called to belong to 
Jesus Christ, 
 7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are 
called to be saints:  
  Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 

Verses three and four of Once in Royal David’s City are sung. 
See previous page for text and music. 

 
 
LESSON  Matthew 11:2-11 
 

These holy words from Matthew’s gospel are surrounded  
by the carol People Look East, sung by the choir. 

 
ow the birth of Jesus the Messiah 
took place in this way. When his 

mother Mary had been engaged to 
Joseph, but before they lived together, 
she was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being 
a righteous man and unwilling to expose 
her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss 
her quietly. 20But just when he had 
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to 
take Mary as your wife, for the child 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 

21She will bear a son, and you are to name 
him Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.” 22All this took place to 
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet: 
 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, and they shall name him 
Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.”24When 
Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him; he 
took her as his wife, 25but had no marital 
relations with her until she had borne a 
son; and he named him Jesus. 

 
 
 

P 

N 



PAGEANT SCENE I  “Cozy at Home” 
    Virginia Ryan, Narrator; Marc DeJesus, Spiderman 
 
 
CAROL    O Little Town of Bethlehem 
    Sung by the children. 
 
 
PAGEANT SCENE II  “Finding a Place to Sleep” 
    Viviane DeJesus, Joseph; Ruby Lee Ryan, Mary 
 
 
CAROL    Away in a Manger 
    Sung by the children. 
 
 
PAGEANT SCENE III  “Shepherds” 
    Lucia Horwitz, Angel; Marc DeJesus, Shepherd 
 
 
PAGEANT SCENE IV  “The Wise Ones” 
    Lucia Horwitz, Wise Ones 
 
 
CAROL    Joy to the World    

Verse One is sung by the children,  
after which the assembly stands to sing the remaining verses. 
See the following page for text and music. 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for 
new hope. 

The following response, using the Aramaic phrase “Maranatha”, or “O Lord, Come”,  
is sung throughout the prayers as indicated: 

 

God our shepherd, let your Spirit move with power throughout the church. Give 
discernment and wisdom to our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders. Take away 
our fear, so that we serve and love, confident that you are guiding us.  
 
God our source, awaken us to the beauty of the earth and the marvelous variety of life. 
Unite humankind in repairing and caring for your creation. Protect creatures and habitats 
in peril due to rising seas and warming temperatures. 
 
God our vision, raise up leaders in every nation who dream of freedom and justice for all 
people. We pray for the work of international organizations that promote peace and 
human rights. Response 
 
God our helper, come to the aid of all who cry out to you. Shelter migrants, refugees, and 
those fleeing war and famine. Bring relief to individuals and families experiencing 
hunger, homelessness, or impoverishment. Comfort any who are isolated or lonely.  
 
God our Emmanuel, you are with us in our life together. We give you thanks for 
gathering us in worship and fellowship, and we remember those who cannot be present. 
Watch over those who travel. Heal the sick and those in any need, especially those we 
name before you now, aloud or in the silence of our hearts… 



God our hope, you bring life out of death, and you promise to be our God forever. Shine 
upon the faithful who now rest in the fulfillment of your promise and bring us also into 
your blessed reign of peace. Response 
-- 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and 
join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
THE PEACE   The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you.  
 
 
 
 

+  Meal  + 
 
 

 
OFFERING An offering is collected to support the work of the church in our 

community and the world.  Gifts may also be made online at 
www.trinitylowereastside.org/give as one-time or recurring contributions 
or on Venmo using the QR code below. 

 

 
     



SOLO    G.F. Handel, Rejoice Greatly from Messiah 
    Melissa Perry, soprano 
 
 
OFFERTORY SONG  We Are Awaiting the Coming of Jesus 
 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, 
you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your 
mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. 
We ask this through Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the presiding minister continues with the preface for 
the day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 
 
The presiding minister continues with the Eucharistic Prayer, remembering God’s great saving deeds in this 
and every time, and calling upon the Holy Spirit to fill us and our bread and wine with God’s presence.   
 
 
 



The prayer concludes: 
We ask this of you, Holy One: through Jesus Christ, by your Spirit, 
in your church, world without end.  Amen. 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
LAMB OF GOD  The assembly is seated. 
 

 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN  Unexpected and Mysterious                   ELW 258 
 

 
 

 

 



POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

May the body and blood of Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. Amen. 
 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Faithful God, 
in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 
As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 
Guide us toward your promised future, 
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

+   Sending  + 
 
 
BLESSING 
 

God the eternal Word, 
who dwells with us in Jesus, 
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
+ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN   Savior of the Nations, Come        ELW 263
    Found on the following page. 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
     



 
 

With Our Gratitude 
Our thanks to all who shared their gifts with our community to make today such a 

marvelous celebration of the coming of Christ, especially: 
 

Alex Lawrence, Paul Staroba, and our musicians for leading our songs of praise with such 
wisdom and skill. 
 
Mari Andrew, Steven Kroeze, and Melissa Perry for guiding our children as they learned 
to tell the story of Christ’s birth, with special thanks to Mari for composing the pageant 
script. 
 
Craig Snoke for working so hard to transform our building and sanctuary into a reflection 
of the light and glory of Christmas and friends Diane and Mike Coppola for constructing 
the pageant set. 



 
THE LITURGICAL ARTS IN WORSHIP 

ADVENT 2022 
 

Among the many gifts within our congregation is the remarkable creativity among 
our members.  We are blessed to count visual artists, poets, writers, musicians, 

actors, dancers and those engaged in various other artistic media as members of 
our community, and we always rejoice at the use of our parishioner’s gifts in 

adorning all aspects of our life together, especially our worship.  This Advent, in 
addition to the musical gifts that are so generously and gloriously shared among 

us each week of the year, we give thanks to God for the contributions of visual art 
and written word in our season of watching and waiting. 

 
Each week’s worship bulletin features cover art by parishioner Mari Andrew, 
whose visual art and written reflections bring joy to many through her books, 
articles, podcast appearances, retreats, and social media.  Each of the covers 

moves us through the four-week cycle of Advent, with deeper blues gradually 
giving way to increasing light and images from our neighborhood evoking strong 

emotions of home and belonging within community. 
 

Our celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion is centered on a new 
Eucharistic Prayer written by parishioner John Linstrom, who recently received his 

Ph.D from NYU and is currently serving a fellowship in climate and equality with 
the Climate Museum.  John’s poetry, strongly rooted in wonder of the earth, has 
been widely published, including the recent publication of “What Child”, part of 

his cycle of poetry for Advent 2021 that he composed as Trinity’s Poet in 
Residence, which is now found in the current issue of the Christian Century 

magazine.  John’s Eucharistic Prayer follows the ancient form of such prayers, 
including thanksgiving for God’s saving deeds throughout time and in our own 

age and includes references to Trinity’s work feeding the community, our 
communal pursuit of justice, and gratitude for the fruitfulness of the earth.   

 
 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
WELCOME, CHILDREN! 
Here at Trinity we take seriously Jesus’ words “Let the little children come to me” – in fact, 
it’s even inscribed around our baptismal font (in German!).  We delight to welcome 
worshipers of all ages, even those who are a bit noisy and fidgety!  Families may worship 
in any part of our sanctuary, but a special area with kid’s tables has been prepared just for 
the youngest among us, complete with activity pages, crayons and pencils.  

• Every other week, kids are welcome to join Sunday School.  Before the reading of 
the gospel and sermon, students will join their leaders downstairs or in the garden 
for a time of learning, exploration and crafts and will join us again in worship in time 
for Holy Communion. 

• Music with Kids: On Sundays with Sunday School, kids are invited to grab a treat at 
coffee hour then gather around the piano for a music lesson.  Kids are currently 
learning music for the Christmas pageant in December. 

 
PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS’ ORIENTATION 
Today and January 8 
If you’ve been worshiping with us and would like to learn more about becoming a 
member of Trinity, you are invited to join Pastor Will for two orientation sessions today 
and January 8 after worship.  We will explore the history of our congregation, some 
basics of the Lutheran tradition and beliefs, and what church membership means.  If you 
are interested in the sacrament of Holy Baptism for yourself or your children, these 
sessions will also be of interest to you.  We will welcome new members and celebrate 
baptisms on January 15, the feast of the Baptism of Our Lord. 
 
NATIVITY WALK 
TODAY at 7:00pm 
We are excited for the return of our Nativity Walk the evening of December 18 at 7:00.  
We will gather in the garden and journey through the neighborhood, pausing at sites of 
historical and cultural significance to sing carols and hear the story of the nativity of 
Jesus before returning to enjoy hot cider in the garden. 
 
CHRISTMAS LITURGIES 
Welcome the birth of Christ with a beautiful candlelight Christmas Eve service  
Saturday December 24 at 7:00pm.  On Christmas Day, Sunday December 25 we gather 
for a simple celebration of Holy Communion at 11:00am. 
 



About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA). We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news 
of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, 
and people of all genders into ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single 
status, sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse 
congregation in a richly diverse neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are 
here to share the love of Jesus Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into 
our fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, 
Trinity’s Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which 
operates a soup kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 
meals are served each day, and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry 
Monday through Friday. Volunteers are always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Our Schedule: 
Mon – Fri:  11am, Soup Kitchen; 12:30pm, Food Pantry 
Mon:  7:00pm, “Valley of the Dolls” NA Group 
Tues:   7:0pm and 8:30pm, “East Village” AA Group 
Thurs:   7:30pm, “Clean and Dry” AA Group 
Sun:   11am, Worship Service 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze  (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org  Facebook:  Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
Instagram: @TrinityLES.NYC 
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