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in the City of New York 

______________________________________________________________ 
 

Welcome to worship!  We feel strongly that your presence among us completes our community  
this morning, and we welcome you just as you are, beautifully created in the Divine image. 

If you'd like, please leave your name and email/address in the guest book. Please silence mobile devices. 

 
The wearing of masks in worship is strongly recommended, but not required. 

 
 

+  Gathering  + 
 
 
As the assembly gathers for worship, we sing: 
 

 



THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT 
 
In the name of the Father who created the earth and the stars of night, 
and of the + Son, who draws near to our world in need, 
and of the Holy Spirit, whose fire warms our hearts and lightens the world. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray. 
Praise to you, O God, who holds our joy and sorrow. 
You bring water to parched ground and life out of death. 
Bless us as this light grows, and send sorrow and sighing to flee away. 
Give us strength and patience, trusting that you are true to your promises. 
Transform the lives of all who suffer with your wonders near at hand. 
Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



As the candle is lit, the cantor sings: 
We give you thanks, O God, for it is you who called forth light, and you led your people 
Israel with wonders and with signs. 
 
The assembly sings: 

 
 
Cantor: 
For your mercy is our light and your compassion is our guide, 
 
Assembly: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GATHERING HYMN  My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord                                     ELW 573 
 
 

 
 

 
 



GREETING  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.   
 
 
KYRIE    The refrain is sung by the assembly; 

the verses are sung by the cantor. 
 
 
 
To those who are distant.  to those who are near. 
To those with resistance.  To those who live in fear. 
Refrain 
 
To our hidden places only you can see. 
To the many faces yearning to be free. 
Refrain 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God,  
and strengthen our faith in your coming, that, transformed by grace,  
we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

+  Word  + 
 
 



 
FIRST READING  Isaiah 35:1-10 
 

he wilderness and the dry land shall 
be glad, the desert shall rejoice and 

blossom; like the crocus 2it shall blossom 
abundantly, and rejoice with joy and 
singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be 
given to it, the majesty of Carmel and 
Sharon. They shall see the glory of the 
LORD, the majesty of our God. 
       3Strengthen the weak hands, and 
make firm the feeble knees. 4Say to those 
who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do 
not fear! Here is your God. He will come 
with vengeance, with terrible 
recompense. He will come and save you.” 
 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be 
opened, and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped; 6then the lame shall leap like 
a deer, and the tongue of the speechless 
sing for joy. For waters shall break forth 

in the wilderness, and streams in the 
desert; 7the burning sand shall become a 
pool, and the thirsty ground springs of 
water, the haunt of jackals shall become 
a swamp, the grass shall become reeds 
and rushes. 
 8A highway shall be there, and it shall 
be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall 
not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s 
people; no traveler, not even fools, shall 
go astray. 9No lion shall be there, nor shall 
any ravenous beast come up on it; they 
shall not be found there, but the 
redeemed shall walk there. 10And the 
ransomed of the LORD shall return, and 
come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy 
shall be upon their heads; they shall 
obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PSALM    Luke 1:46b-55 The Magnificat 

The psalm is sung responsively 
 

T 



 
 
 

 

My soul proclaims the greatness | of the Lord, 
 my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior, 
for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your | lowly servant. 
 From this day all generations will | call me blessed: 
you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me 
 and holy | is your name. 
You have mercy on | those who fear you, 
 from generation to | generation. Refrain 
 
You have shown strength | with your arm 
 and scattered the proud in | their conceit, 
casting down the mighty | from their thrones 
 and lifting | up the lowly. 
You have filled the hungry | with good things 
 and sent the rich | away empty. 
You have come to the aid of your | servant Israel, 
 to remember the prom- | ise of mercy, 
the promise made | to our forebears, 
 to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever. Refrain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SECOND READING  James 5:7-10   
 



e patient, therefore, beloved, until 
the coming of the Lord. The farmer 

waits for the precious crop from the 
earth, being patient with it until it 
receives the early and the late rains. 8You 
also must be patient. Strengthen your 
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 

9Beloved, do not grumble against one 
another, so that you may not be judged. 
See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 
10As an example of suffering and 
patience, beloved, take the prophets 
who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

 
The word of the lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION We Are Waiting for Jesus 
    Verse One is sung before the reading of the gospel. 
    Verse Two is sung after the reading of the gospel. 
 

 
 
 
 

B 



GOSPEL     Matthew 11:2-11 
 
The holy gospel according to Saint Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

hen John heard in prison what the 
Messiah was doing, he sent word 

by his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you 
the one who is to come, or are we to wait 
for another?” 4Jesus answered them, 
“Go and tell John what you hear and see: 
5the blind receive their sight, the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised, and the poor 
have good news brought to them. 6And 
blessed is anyone who takes no offense 
at me.” 
 7As they went away, Jesus began to 
speak to the crowds about John: “What 
did you go out into the wilderness to look 
at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What 

then did you go out to see? Someone 
dressed in soft robes? Look, those who 
wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 
9What then did you go out to see? A 
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet. 10This is the one about whom it 
is written,  
 ‘See, I am sending my messenger 
ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way before 
you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of 
women no one has arisen greater than 
John the Baptist; yet the least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

 
The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

SERMON    A period of silence for reflection follows, 
introduced and concluded by the ringing of a bell. 
The reflection includes the reading of an original liturgical poem by  
John Linstrom, Poet-in-Residence.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W 



HYMN OF THE DAY  Rejoice, Rejoice Believers                                 ELW 244 
 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for 
new hope. 

The following response, using the Aramaic phrase “Maranatha”, or “O Lord, Come”,  
is sung throughout the prayers as indicated: 

 

 
Gracious God, we rejoice in the gifts of your Spirit. Equip the global church to magnify 
your love and peace in every land. We pray for the work of the Lutheran World 
Federation and ELCA Global Mission.  
 
Abundant God, we rejoice in your creation. Revive lands we have squandered and 
depleted. Make gardens flourish in cities and neighborhoods. Cleanse polluted air and 
water so living things may breathe, drink, and praise you.  
 
Righteous God, we rejoice in your justice. Bring an end to the evils of racism and 
oppression. Deliver all who are unjustly imprisoned or persecuted. Reconcile nations and 
peoples in conflict. Help us to pray for our enemies. Response 
 
Healing God, we rejoice in your compassion. Comfort any in distress because of worry, 
illness, or loss. Strengthen and protect health care workers, rescue teams, crisis 
counselors, and all who risk themselves to keep others safe.   
 
Abiding God, we rejoice in your company. Give us calm and patient hearts as we gather 
with those we love. Keep us mindful of those for whom this season is not happy. Console 
the grieving and surround them with loving support, and hear our prayers for all those 
we name before you now, aloud or in the silence of our hearts… 



Faithful God, we rejoice with Mary, Mother of our Lord, and with all the saints, that your 
mercy endures for all generations. Look with favor on those who have died and lead us 
to joyfully sing of your everlasting promises.  Response 
-- 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and 
join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
THE PEACE   The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you.  
 
 
 
 

+  Meal  + 
 
 

 
OFFERING An offering is collected to support the work of the church in our 

community and the world.  Gifts may also be made online at 
www.trinitylowereastside.org/give as one-time or recurring contributions. 

 

     
 

 
 
 
 



OFFERTORY SONG  We Are Awaiting the Coming of Jesus 
 

 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, 
you make the desert bloom 
and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 
and make us messengers of your mercy and love 
for all in need of your healing and justice. 
We ask this through Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the presiding minister continues with the preface for 
the day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 
 
 
The presiding minister continues with the Eucharistic Prayer, remembering God’s great saving deeds in this 
and every time, and calling upon the Holy Spirit to fill us and our bread and wine with God’s presence.   
 
 



The prayer concludes: 
We ask this of you, Holy One: through Jesus Christ, by your Spirit, 
in your church, world without end.  Amen. 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
LAMB OF GOD  The assembly is seated. 
 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION HYMN  Come Now, O Prince of Peace   ELW 247 
 

 
 

 

 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

May the body and blood of Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Faithful God, 
in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 
As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 
Guide us toward your promised future, 
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

+   Sending  + 
 
 
 
BLESSING 
 

God the eternal Word, 
who dwells with us in Jesus, 
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
+ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN   All Earth is Hopeful                           ELW 266 
    Toda la tierra     

Found on the following page. 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
     



 
 



 
THE LITURGICAL ARTS IN WORSHIP 

ADVENT 2022 
 

Among the many gifts within our congregation is the remarkable creativity among 
our members.  We are blessed to count visual artists, poets, writers, musicians, 

actors, dancers and those engaged in various other artistic media as members of 
our community, and we always rejoice at the use of our parishioner’s gifts in 

adorning all aspects of our life together, especially our worship.  This Advent, in 
addition to the musical gifts that are so generously and gloriously shared among 

us each week of the year, we give thanks to God for the contributions of visual art 
and written word in our season of watching and waiting. 

 
Each week’s worship bulletin features cover art by parishioner Mari Andrew, 
whose visual art and written reflections bring joy to many through her books, 
articles, podcast appearances, retreats, and social media.  Each of the covers 

moves us through the four-week cycle of Advent, with deeper blues gradually 
giving way to increasing light and images from our neighborhood evoking strong 

emotions of home and belonging within community. 
 

Our celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion is centered on a new 
Eucharistic Prayer written by parishioner John Linstrom, who recently received his 

Ph.D from NYU and is currently serving a fellowship in climate and equality with 
the Climate Museum.  John’s poetry, strongly rooted in wonder of the earth, has 
been widely published, including the recent publication of “What Child”, part of 

his cycle of poetry for Advent 2021 that he composed as Trinity’s Poet in 
Residence, which is now found in the current issue of the Christian Century 

magazine.  John’s Eucharistic Prayer follows the ancient form of such prayers, 
including thanksgiving for God’s saving deeds throughout time and in our own 

age and includes references to Trinity’s work feeding the community, our 
communal pursuit of justice, and gratitude for the fruitfulness of the earth.   

 
 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
WELCOME, CHILDREN! 
Here at Trinity we take seriously Jesus’ words “Let the little children come to me” – in fact, 
it’s even inscribed around our baptismal font (in German!).  We delight to welcome 
worshipers of all ages, even those who are a bit noisy and fidgety!  Families may worship 
in any part of our sanctuary, but a special area with kid’s tables has been prepared just for 
the youngest among us, complete with activity pages, crayons and pencils.  

• Every other week, kids are welcome to join Sunday School.  Before the reading of 
the gospel and sermon, students will join their leaders downstairs or in the garden 
for a time of learning, exploration and crafts and will join us again in worship in time 
for Holy Communion. 

• Music with Kids: On Sundays with Sunday School, kids are invited to grab a treat at 
coffee hour then gather around the piano for a music lesson.  Kids are currently 
learning music for the Christmas pageant in December. 

 
COCKTAILS AND CAROLS 
December 14 
Becoming a beloved annual tradition, Cocktails and Carols returns Wednesday, December 
14 at 6:30pm in Trinity’s garden.  Cozy up with friends around the fire for an evening 
singing classic Christmas carols while enjoying warm beverages and that incomparable 
NYC Christmas vibe.  Suggested donations are $40 per person. 
 
SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS WITH CHRISTMAS PAGEANT  
December 18 
A highlight of the Advent season, this year’s Service of Lessons and Carols will take place 
on Sunday December 18.  With guest instrumentalists and our choir leading us in the 
songs of the season and the telling of the Christmas story by our kids in pageant form, 
this service will certainly be a treasured part of your celebration of Christ’s birth! 
 
NATIVITY WALK 
December 18 at 7:00pm 
We are excited for the return of our Nativity Walk the evening of December 18 at 7:00.  
We will gather in the garden and journey through the neighborhood, pausing at sites of 
historical and cultural significance to sing carols and hear the story of the nativity of 
Jesus before returning to enjoy hot cider in the garden. 
 
 



About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA). We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news 
of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, 
and people of all genders into ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single 
status, sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse 
congregation in a richly diverse neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are 
here to share the love of Jesus Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into 
our fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, 
Trinity’s Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which 
operates a soup kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 
meals are served each day, and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry 
Monday through Friday. Volunteers are always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Our Schedule: 
Mon – Fri:  11am, Soup Kitchen; 12:30pm, Food Pantry 
Mon:  7:00pm, “Valley of the Dolls” NA Group 
Tues:   7:0pm and 8:30pm, “East Village” AA Group 
Thurs:   7:30pm, “Clean and Dry” AA Group 
Sun:   11am, Worship Service 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze  (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org  Facebook:  Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
Instagram: @TrinityLES.NYC 
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