
 
THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DECEMBER 4, 2022 + 11:00am 

 

TRINITY LOWER EAST SIDE LUTHERAN PARISH 
in the City of New York 

______________________________________________________________ 
 

Welcome to worship!  We feel strongly that your presence among us completes our community  
this morning, and we welcome you just as you are, beautifully created in the Divine image. 

If you'd like, please leave your name and email/address in the guest book. Please silence mobile devices. 

 
The wearing of masks in worship is strongly recommended, but not required. 

 
 

+  Gathering  + 
 
 
As the assembly gathers for worship, we sing: 
 

 



 
THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT 
 
In the name of the Father who created the earth and the stars of night, 
and of the + Son, who draws near to our world in need, 
and of the Holy Spirit, whose fire warms our hearts and lightens the world. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray. 
Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again. 
You fasten righteousness around your waist 
and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire. 
Bless us as we mirror your mighty fire in these simple flames, 
and teach us to mirror your justice in the paths we prepare. 
We ask that peace abound, 
until none hurt or destroy over all the earth. 
Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
As the candle is lit, the cantor sings: 
We give you thanks, O God, for it is you who called forth light, and you led your people 
Israel with wonders and with signs. 
 
The assembly sings: 

 
 
Cantor: 
For your mercy is our light and your compassion is our guide, 
 
Assembly: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GATHERING HYMN  Prepare the Royal Highway                                               ELW 264 
 
 

 
 



GREETING  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.   
 
 
KYRIE    The refrain is sung by the assembly; 

the verses are sung by the cantor. 
 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son.  
By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace;  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+  Word  + 
 
 
 
FIRST READING  Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

 shoot shall come out from the 
stump of Jesse, and a branch shall 

grow out of his roots. 2The spirit of the 
LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3His 
delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
or decide by what his ears hear; 4but with 
righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
and decide with equity for the meek of 
the earth; he shall strike the earth with 
the rod of his mouth, and with the breath 
of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt around 
his waist, and faithfulness the belt 
around his loins. 

 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid, the 
calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow 
and the bear shall graze, their young shall 
lie down together; and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox. 8The nursing child shall 
play over the hole of the asp, and the 
weaned child shall put its hand on the 
adder’s den. 9They will not hurt or 
destroy on all my holy mountain; for the 
earth will be full of the knowledge of the 
LORD as the waters cover the sea. 
 10On that day the root of Jesse shall 
stand as a signal to the peoples; the 
nations shall inquire of him, and his 
dwelling shall be glorious. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A 



PSALM    Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
The psalm is sung responsively 

 

 
 
 

 

Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 
 and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 
that he may rule your | people righteously 
 and the | poor with justice; 
that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 
 and the | hills, in righteousness. 
Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 
 rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor. Refrain 
 
May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 
 from one generation | to another. 
Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 
 like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 
In his time may the | righteous flourish; 
 and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more. 
Blessed are you, LORD God, the | God of Israel; 
 you alone do | wondrous deeds! 
And blessed be your glorious | name forever, 
 and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- | men. Amen. Refrain 



SECOND READING   Romans 15:4-13 
 

hatever was written in former days 
was written for our instruction, so 

that by steadfastness and by the 
encouragement of the scriptures we 
might have hope. 5May the God of 
steadfastness and encouragement grant 
you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that 
together you may with one voice glorify 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 7Welcome one another, therefore, just 
as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory 
of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has 
become a servant of the circumcised on 
behalf of the truth of God in order that he 

might confirm the promises given to the 
patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles 
might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 
written, “Therefore I will confess you 
among the Gentiles, and sing praises to 
your name”; 10and again he says, 
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11and again, “Praise the Lord, all you 
Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise 
him”; 12and again Isaiah says, “The root of 
Jesse shall come, the one who rises to 
rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall 
hope.” 13May the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace in believing, so that 
you may abound in hope by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 

 
The word of the lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM 
 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON AND SUNDAY SCHOOL DISMISSAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION We Are Waiting for Jesus 
    Verse One is sung before the reading of the gospel. 
    Verse Two is sung after the reading of the gospel. 
 

 
 
 
GOSPEL     Matthew 3:1-12 
 
The holy gospel according to Saint Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

n those days John the Baptist appeared 
in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 

2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near.” 3This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,  “The 
voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his 
paths straight.’ ”  
           4Now John wore clothing of camel’s 
hair with a leather belt around his waist, 
and his food was locusts and wild honey. 

5Then the people of Jerusalem and all 
Judea were going out to him, and all the 
region along the Jordan, 6and they were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 
 7But when he saw many Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 
them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come? 
8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not 
presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have 

I 



Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, 
God is able from these stones to raise up 
children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is 
lying at the root of the trees; every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is 
cut down and thrown into the fire. 11“I 
baptize you with water for repentance, 
but one who is more powerful than I is 

coming after me; I am not worthy to carry 
his sandals. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork 
is in his hand, and he will clear his 
threshing floor and will gather his wheat 
into the granary; but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 
The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

SERMON    A period of silence for reflection follows, 
introduced and concluded by the ringing of a bell.   

 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry                   ELW 249 
 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for 
new hope. 

The following response, using the Aramaic phrase “Maranatha”, or “O Lord, Come”,  
is sung throughout the prayers as indicated: 

 

 
God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for hymn writers and 
theologians especially John of Damascus, whom we commemorate today. Inspire 
teachers, writers, and musicians to delight and instruct your people.  
 
You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and destruction will be no 
more. Teach us to be stewards of the earth and companions to its creatures. Restore to 
balance and wholeness what human greed has harmed.  
 
You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up leaders who will 
govern with equity and serve the common good. Guide judges, lawmakers, and public 
officials to protect the rights of those who cannot advocate for themselves. Response 
 
You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid of any who are 
exploited or abused, especially children, elders, and victims of human trafficking. Provide 
safety and help to our neighbors without shelter, refugees, and those fleeing violence.  
 
You urge your people to welcome one another as you have welcomed us. Nurture 
ministries of hospitality and care in this and every congregation. We pray for people who 
are homebound, hospitalized, or separated from loved ones especially those we name 
before you now, aloud or in the silence of our hearts…  



You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and we give thanks for their 
faithful witness. Sustain us in hope until we are united with them in the joy of your 
eternal presence. Response 
-- 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and 
join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
THE PEACE   The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you.  
 
 
 
 

+  Meal  + 
 
 

 
OFFERING An offering is collected to support the work of the church in our 

community and the world.  Gifts may also be made online at 
www.trinitylowereastside.org/give as one-time or recurring contributions. 

 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



OFFERTORY SONG  We Are Awaiting the Coming of Jesus 
 

 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, 
you make the desert bloom 
and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 
and make us messengers of your mercy and love 
for all in need of your healing and justice. 
We ask this through Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the presiding minister continues with the preface for 
the day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 
 
 
 



The presiding minister continues with the Eucharistic Prayer, remembering God’s great saving deeds in this 
and every time, and calling upon the Holy Spirit to fill us and our bread and wine with God’s presence.   
 
The prayer concludes: 
We ask this of you, Holy One: through Jesus Christ, by your Spirit, 
in your church, world without end. 
Amen. 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
LAMB OF GOD  The assembly is seated. 
 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION HYMN  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus   ELW 254 
 

 
 

 

 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

May the body and blood of Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. Amen. 
 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Faithful God, 
in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 



As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 
Guide us toward your promised future, 
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

+   Sending  + 
 
 
 
BLESSING 
 

God the eternal Word, 
who dwells with us in Jesus, 
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
+ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN   Hark, the Glad Sound!               ELW 239 
    Found on the following page. 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
     



 
 

 
 

 



THE LITURGICAL ARTS IN WORSHIP 
ADVENT 2022 

 
Among the many gifts within our congregation is the remarkable creativity among 

our members.  We are blessed to count visual artists, poets, writers, musicians, 
actors, dancers and those engaged in various other artistic media as members of 

our community, and we always rejoice at the use of our parishioner’s gifts in 
adorning all aspects of our life together, especially our worship.  This Advent, in 
addition to the musical gifts that are so generously and gloriously shared among 

us each week of the year, we give thanks to God for the contributions of visual art 
and written word in our season of watching and waiting. 

 
Each week’s worship bulletin features cover art by parishioner Mari Andrew, 
whose visual art and written reflections bring joy to many through her books, 
articles, podcast appearances, retreats, and social media.  Each of the covers 

moves us through the four-week cycle of Advent, with deeper blues gradually 
giving way to increasing light and images from our neighborhood evoking strong 

emotions of home and belonging within community. 
 

Our celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion is centered on a new 
Eucharistic Prayer written by parishioner John Linstrom, who recently received his 

Ph.D from NYU and is currently serving a fellowship in climate and equality with 
the Climate Museum.  John’s poetry, strongly rooted in wonder of the earth, has 
been widely published, including the recent publication of “What Child”, part of 

his cycle of poetry for Advent 2021 that he composed as Trinity’s Poet in 
Residence, which is now found in the current issue of the Christian Century 

magazine.  John’s Eucharistic Prayer follows the ancient form of such prayers, 
including thanksgiving for God’s saving deeds throughout time and in our own 

age and includes references to Trinity’s work feeding the community, our 
communal pursuit of justice, and gratitude for the fruitfulness of the earth.   

 
 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
WELCOME, CHILDREN! 
Here at Trinity we take seriously Jesus’ words “Let the little children come to me” – in fact, 
it’s even inscribed around our baptismal font (in German!).  We delight to welcome 
worshipers of all ages, even those who are a bit noisy and fidgety!  Families may worship 
in any part of our sanctuary, but a special area with kid’s tables has been prepared just for 
the youngest among us, complete with activity pages, crayons and pencils.  

• Every other week, kids are welcome to join Sunday School.  Before the reading of 
the gospel and sermon, students will join their leaders downstairs or in the garden 
for a time of learning, exploration and crafts and will join us again in worship in time 
for Holy Communion. 

• Music with Kids: On Sundays with Sunday School, kids are invited to grab a treat at 
coffee hour then gather around the piano for a music lesson.  Kids are currently 
learning music for the Christmas pageant in December. 

 
VISIT THE CLIMATE MUSEUM POPUP 
TODAY!  Join your Trinity members for an excursion to the Climate Museum Popup in 
SoHo, within walking distance from Trinity.  The group will depart after worship and stop 
for lunch together before walking to the museum to learn about the Climate Museum’s 
mission and learn how we can all advocate for justice-centered solutions to the climate 
crisis! 
 
KIDS DAY DECEMBER 4  
After worship today all kids are welcome to stay at church until 4:00 for our next Kids 
Day!  We’ll spend the afternoon building community, rehearsing for the Christmas 
pageant and enjoying snacks and games.  Going on the excursion to the Climate 
Museum?  We’ll watch your kids! 
 
 
CHRISTMAS IS CUMMING – Benefit for SAFH 
On Thursday, December 8 at 10:00 Alan Cumming hosts a Christmas variety spectacular 
at Club Cumming benefitting Trinity’s Services And Food for the Homeless!  Featuring 
Jason Suran, Kiko Soirée, Larry Owens and other celebrity guests, tickets are $50 with all 
proceeds going to SAFH.  For tickets and more info visit clubcummingnyc.com 
 
 
 



About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA). We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news 
of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, 
and people of all genders into ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single 
status, sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse 
congregation in a richly diverse neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are 
here to share the love of Jesus Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into 
our fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, 
Trinity’s Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which 
operates a soup kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 
meals are served each day, and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry 
Monday through Friday. Volunteers are always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Our Schedule: 
Mon – Fri:  11am, Soup Kitchen; 12:30pm, Food Pantry 
Mon:  7:00pm, “Valley of the Dolls” NA Group 
Tues:   7:0pm and 8:30pm, “East Village” AA Group 
Thurs:   7:30pm, “Clean and Dry” AA Group 
Sun:   11am, Worship Service 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze  (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org  Facebook:  Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
Instagram: @TrinityLES.NYC 
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