
THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
NOVEMBER 27, 2022 | 11:00am 
 

TRINITY LOWER EAST SIDE LUTHERAN PARISH 
in the City of New York 

______________________________________________________________ 
 

Welcome to worship!  We feel strongly that your presence among us completes our community  
this morning, and we welcome you just as you are, beautifully created in the Divine image. 

If you'd like, please leave your name and email/address in the guest book. Please silence mobile devices. 

 
The wearing of masks in worship is strongly recommended, but not required. 

 
 

+  Gathering  + 
 
 
As the assembly gathers for worship, we sing: 
 

 
 



THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT 
 
In the name of the Father who created the earth and the stars of night, 
and of the + Son, who draws near to our world in need, 
and of the Holy Spirit, whose fire warms our hearts and lightens the world. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray. 
Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is near. 
You hold us in our waiting and keep us awake to the world. 
You show up in our lives at unexpected times. 
Bless us as we light this candle to keep vigil for your arrival. 
We trust that even though we do not know the day or the hour, 
you hurry to gather all people to your peace. 
Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



As the candle is lit, the cantor sings: 
We give you thanks, O God, for it is you who called forth light, and you led your people 
Israel with wonders and with signs. 
 
The assembly sings: 

 
 
Cantor: 
For your mercy is our light and your compassion is our guide, 
 
Assembly: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GATHERING HYMN  Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying                                   ELW 436 
 
 

 
 



GREETING  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.   
 
 
KYRIE    The refrain is sung by the assembly; 

the verses are sung by the cantor. 
 
 
 
To those who are distant.  to those who are near. 
To those with resistance.  To those who live in fear. 
Refrain 
 
To our hidden places only you can see. 
To the many faces yearning to be free. 
Refrain 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  
By your merciful protection save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, 
and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation,  
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+  Word  + 



 
 
 
FIRST READING  Isaiah 2:1-5 
 

he word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw 
concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

2In days to come the mountain of the 
LORD’s house shall be established as the 
highest of the mountains, and shall be 
raised above the hills; all the nations shall 
stream to it. 
  3Many peoples shall come and say, 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of 
the LORD, to the house of the God of 
Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and 
that we may walk in his paths.” For out of 

Zion shall go forth instruction, and the 
word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4He 
shall judge between the nations, and 
shall arbitrate for many peoples; they 
shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more. 
              5O house of Jacob, come, let us walk 
in the light of the LORD! 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PSALM    Psalm 122 

The psalm is sung responsively 
 

T 



 
 
 

 

I was glad when they | said to me, 
 “Let us go to the house | of the LORD.” 
Now our | feet are standing 
 within your gates, | O Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem is built | as a city 
 that is at unity | with itself; 
to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the LORD, 
 the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the LORD. Refrain 
 
For there are the | thrones of judgment, 
 the thrones of the | house of David. 
Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem: 
 “May they pros- | per who love you. 
Peace be with- | in your walls 
 and quietness with- | in your towers. 
For the sake of my kindred | and companions, 
 I pray for | your prosperity. 
Because of the house of the | LORD our God, 
 I will seek to | do you good.” Refrain 
 
 
 
 
 
SECOND READING   Romans 13:11-14 
 



esides this, you know what time it is, 
how it is now the moment for you to 

wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer 
to us now than when we became 
believers; 12the night is far gone, the day 
is near. Let us then lay aside the works of 
darkness and put on the armor of light; 

13let us live honorably as in the day, not in 
reveling and drunkenness, not in 
debauchery and licentiousness, not in 
quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh, to gratify its 
desires. 

 
The word of the lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION We Are Waiting for Jesus 
    Verse One is sung before the reading of the gospel. 
    Verse Two is sung after the reading of the gospel. 
 

 
 
GOSPEL     Matthew 24:36-44 
 

B 



The holy gospel according to Saint Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

esus said to the disciples, 36“About 
that day and hour no one knows, 

neither the angels of heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days 
of Noah were, so will be the coming of 
the Son of Man. 38For as in those days 
before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and 
they knew nothing until the flood came 
and swept them all away, so too will be 
the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then 
two will be in the field; one will be taken 

and one will be left. 41Two women will be 
grinding meal together; one will be taken 
and one will be left. 42Keep awake 
therefore, for you do not know on what 
day your Lord is coming. 43But 
understand this: if the owner of the 
house had known in what part of the 
night the thief was coming, he would 
have stayed awake and would not have 
let his house be broken into. 44Therefore 
you also must be ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 

 
The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON    A period of silence for reflection follows, 

introduced and concluded by the ringing of a bell   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn      ELW 242 
 

J 



 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   



As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for 
new hope. 

The following response, using the Aramaic phrase “Maranatha”, or “O Lord, Come”,  
is sung throughout the prayers as indicated: 

 

 
God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global church to the 
urgent needs of our time. Break down barriers of culture and custom and unite people of 
all faiths in your redemptive and healing work.  
 
God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach us your ways of 
sharing resources and caring for life. Guard fragile habitats, preserve the wild places, and 
protect endangered plants and animals. 
 
God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into tools for serving the 
neighbor. Strengthen the resolve of all who work for an end to war. We pray for lasting 
peace in the land of Jesus’ birth and in all places suffering violence and conflict. Response 
 
God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those who hunger. 
Comfort the grieving and attend to those near death. Bring help and hope to any who 
are sick or needing your care, especially those we name before you now, aloud or in the 
silence of our hearts… 
 
God of community, you are present when we gather in your name. Guide congregations 
in transition or conflict. Give wisdom to congregational councils, call committees, and 
ministry leaders. Keep us alert to unexpected opportunities for mission.  
God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks for the lives of the faithful 
who now rest in you. We trust that you will bring us into the company of all the saints 
with rejoicing.  Response 



-- 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and 
join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
THE PEACE   The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you.  
 
 
 
 

+  Meal  + 
 
 

 
OFFERING An offering is collected to support the work of the church in our 

community and the world.  Gifts may also be made online at 
www.trinitylowereastside.org/give as one-time or recurring contributions. 

 

     
 

 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY SONG  We Are Awaiting the Coming of Jesus 
 



 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, 
you make the desert bloom 
and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 
and make us messengers of your mercy and love 
for all in need of your healing and justice. 
We ask this through Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 



 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the presiding minister continues with the preface for 
the day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The presiding minister continues with the Eucharistic Prayer, remembering God’s great saving deeds in this 
and every time, and calling upon the Holy Spirit to fill us and our bread and wine with God’s presence.   



 
The prayer concludes: 
We ask this of you, Holy One: through Jesus Christ, by your Spirit, 
in your church, world without end. 
Amen. 
 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
 



 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN  Creator of the Stars of Night 
 

 
 

 

 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

May the body and blood of Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 



Faithful God, 
in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 
As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 
Guide us toward your promised future, 
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

+   Sending  + 
 
 
 
BLESSING 
 

God the eternal Word, 
who dwells with us in Jesus, 
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
+ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN   Fling Wide the Door         ELW 259 
    Found on the following page. 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
     



 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

THE LITURGICAL ARTS IN WORSHIP 
ADVENT 2022 

 
Among the many gifts within our congregation is the remarkable creativity among 

our members.  We are blessed to count visual artists, poets, writers, musicians, 
actors, dancers and those engaged in various other artistic media as members of 

our community, and we always rejoice at the use of our parishioner’s gifts in 
adorning all aspects of our life together, especially our worship.  This Advent, in 
addition to the musical gifts that are so generously and gloriously shared among 

us each week of the year, we give thanks to God for the contributions of visual art 
and written word in our season of watching and waiting. 

 
Each week’s worship bulletin features cover art by parishioner Mari Andrew, 
whose visual art and written reflections bring joy to many through her books, 
articles, podcast appearances, retreats, and social media.  Each of the covers 

moves us through the four-week cycle of Advent, with deeper blues gradually 
giving way to increasing light and images from our neighborhood evoking strong 

emotions of home and belonging within community. 
 

Our celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion is centered on a new 
Eucharistic Prayer written by parishioner John Linstrom, who recently received his 

Ph.D from NYU and is currently serving a fellowship in climate and equality with 
the Climate Museum.  John’s poetry, strongly rooted in wonder of the earth, has 
been widely published, including the recent publication of “What Child”, part of 

his cycle of poetry for Advent 2021 that he composed as Trinity’s Poet in 
Residence, which is now found in the current issue of the Christian Century 

magazine.  John’s Eucharistic Prayer follows the ancient form of such prayers, 
including thanksgiving for God’s saving deeds throughout time and in our own 

age and includes references to Trinity’s work feeding the community, our 
communal pursuit of justice, and gratitude for the fruitfulness of the earth.   

 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
WELCOME, CHILDREN! 
Here at Trinity we take seriously Jesus’ words “Let the little children come to me” – in fact, it’s even inscribed 
around our baptismal font (in German!).  We delight to welcome worshipers of all ages, even those who are 
a bit noisy and fidgety!  Families may worship in any part of our sanctuary, but a special area with kid’s tables 
has been prepared just for the youngest among us, complete with activity pages, crayons and pencils.  

• Every other week, kids are welcome to join Sunday School.  Before the reading of the gospel and 
sermon, students will join their leaders downstairs or in the garden for a time of learning, 
exploration and crafts and will join us again in worship in time for Holy Communion. 

• Music with Kids: On Sundays with Sunday School, kids are invited to grab a treat at coffee hour then 
gather around the piano for a music lesson.  Kids are currently learning music for the Christmas 
pageant in December. 

 
VISIT THE CLIMATE MUSEUM POPUP 
On Sunday, December 4 join your Trinity members for an excursion to the Climate Museum Popup in SoHo, 
within walking distance from Trinity.  The group will depart after worship and stop for lunch together 
before walking to the museum to learn about the Climate Museum’s mission and learn how we can all 
advocate for justice-centered solutions to the climate crisis! 
 
KIDS DAY DECEMBER 4  
On Sunday December 4, all kids are invited to stay after worship until 4:00 for our next Kids Day!  We’ll 
spend the afternoon building community, rehearsing for the Christmas pageant and enjoying snacks and 
games.  Going on the excursion to the Climate Museum?  We’ll watch your kids! 
 
MIDWEEK ADVENT STUDY AND VESPERS 
Beginning December 7 and continuing each Wednesday in Advent we will gather at 7:00 to read and 
discuss In the Shelter: Finding a Home in the World by Irish poet and theologian Pádraig Ó Tuama, followed 
by Evening Prayer at 8:00.  Participants can join the study in-person in the parsonage or online via zoom, 
and Evening Prayer will be livestreamed on our Facebook page. 
From the publisher: "It is in the shelter of each other that the people live." Drawing on this Irish saying, Ó 
Tuama relates ideas of shelter and welcome to our journeys of life, using poetry, story, biblical reflection, and 
prose to open up gentle ways of living well in a troubled world. In the Shelter introduces Corrymeela, the 
Northern Ireland peace and reconciliation community Ó Tuama led for many years, and throughout the book 
he reveals the power of storytelling in communities of conflict. From the heart of a poet comes a profound 
look at the landscapes we all try to inhabit even as we always search for shelter, a place we can call home. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA). We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news 
of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, 
and people of all genders into ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single 
status, sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse 
congregation in a richly diverse neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are 
here to share the love of Jesus Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into 
our fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, 
Trinity’s Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which 
operates a soup kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 
meals are served each day, and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry 
Monday through Friday. Volunteers are always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Our Schedule: 
Mon – Fri:  11am, Soup Kitchen; 12:30pm, Food Pantry 
Mon:  7:00pm, “Valley of the Dolls” NA Group 
Tues:   7:0pm and 8:30pm, “East Village” AA Group 
Thurs:   7:30pm, “Clean and Dry” AA Group 
Sun:   11am, Worship Service 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze  (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org  Facebook:  Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
Instagram: @TrinityLES.NYC 
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