
 

 
 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
and Blessing of the Animals 

 

THE FEAST OF SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
OCTOBER 2, 2022 + 11:00am 

 

TRINITY LOWER EAST SIDE LUTHERAN PARISH 
in the City of New York 



Welcome to worship!  We feel strongly that your presence among us completes our community this 
morning, and we welcome you just as you are, beautifully created in the Divine image. 

If you'd like, please leave your name and email/address in the guest book. Please silence mobile devices. 
 

 
  +  Gathering  + 

 
 
PRELUDE   As you are able, please stand at the ringing of the bell. 
 
 
A LITANY OF REPENTANCE AND LONGING 
 
In the beginning, the Spirit over the deep;  
new life daily unfolding at God’s call. 
Darkness and light: Good. 
Skies, lands, and seas: Good. 
The earth and all that fills it—plants and rocks,  
the finned, the feathered, the furry: Good. 
At the last, humankind in God’s image: Very good. 
  
Yet we have failed to draw from that goodness in care for God’s creation. 
Forgive us, God, for the ways we have exploited earth and its creatures. 
 
We have misunderstood our calling to be protectors of God’s creation. 
Forgive us, God, for the ways we have exploited earth and its creatures. 
  
We long for new relationships with God’s creation that has been entrusted to us. 
Help us, God, to make a new community with all that lives alongside us. 
  
May the merciful God who calls us 
to tend earth and all its creatures, 
deepen our knowledge of creation’s interweaving, 
so that our lives are shaped in wholeness and peace 
with all living things; in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



GATHERING HYMN  All Creatures Worship God Most High                            ELW 835 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GREETING  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.   
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray. 
Source and sustainer of life, we cherish the myriad works of your hands.  
Water, earth, and sky are yours, as are all their inhabitants, wild and tame.  
We thank you for creatures that nourish and serve us, befriend, enrich, entertain,  
and protect us. May we, who are made in your image, care for them well.  
And may your groaning yet wondrous creation rally and thrive, 
revealing to all who come after us your wise, redemptive, transfiguring love;  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
 
Let us pray.  
Maker and sovereign of all that lives, your animals provide us with sources of food and 
clothing, guidance and rescue, income, companionship, research and medicine, 
recreation, and so much more. We ask your blessing on these entrusted to us and we 
again pledge ourselves to their comfort and care. 
Amen. 
 
All those with animals present are welcome to come forward for an individual blessing, using these words: 
Name, may you be blessed in the name of God who created you, and may you and those 
who love you enjoy life together with our God. 
 
After all have returned to their places, the presiding minister concludes the blessing: 
As God has blessed you with these pets, so may they be blessed by your love and care.  
And the blessing of Almighty God the + holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one 
who heals us, the one who reforms us again and again, be with you now and forever.  
Amen. 
 



All animals are welcome to stay for the entire service, but those who cannot are welcome to 
leave at this time. 

 
 
 

+  Word  + 
 
 
 
 
READING  Genesis 1:1, 20-28 
 

n the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth, 20And God said, 

"Let the waters bring forth swarms of 
living creatures, and let birds fly above 
the earth across the dome of the sky." 
21So God created the great sea monsters 
and every living creature that moves, of 
every kind, with which the waters swarm, 
and every winged bird of every kind. And 
God saw that it was good. 22God blessed 
them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply 
and fill the waters in the seas, and let 
birds multiply on the earth." 23And there 
was evening and there was morning, the 
fifth day. 
       24And God said, "Let the earth bring 
forth living creatures of every kind: cattle 
and creeping things and wild animals of 
the earth of every kind." And it was so. 
25God made the wild animals of the earth 
of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, 

and everything that creeps upon the 
ground of every kind. And God saw that it 
was good. 
       26Then God said, "Let us make 
humankind in our image, according to 
our likeness; and let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the 
birds of the air, and over the cattle, and 
over all the wild animals of the earth, and 
over every creeping thing that creeps 
upon the earth." 
       27So God created humankind in God’s 
image, in the image of God he created 
them;  male and female he created them. 
28God blessed them, and God said to 
them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill 
the earth and subdue it; and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the air and over every 
living thing that moves upon the earth.

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

I 



PSALM    Psalm 8 
    The refrain is sung throughout the psalm as indicated.   

The verses are sung responsively. 
 

 
 
Hal- | lelujah! 
 Praise the LORD, | O my soul! 
I will praise the LORD as long | as I live; 
 I will sing praises to my God while I | have my being. 
Put not your | trust in rulers, 
 in mortals in whom there | is no help. 
When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth, 
 and in that day | their thoughts perish.  Refrain 
 
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help, 
 whose hope is in the | LORD their God; 
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; 
 who keeps promis- | es forever; 
who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger. 
 The LORD sets the | captive free. 
The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who | are bowed down; 
 the LORD| loves the righteous. 
The LORD cares | for the stranger; 
 the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the wicked. 
The LORD shall | reign forever, 
 your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah!  Refrain 
 
 
 
 
 



CHOIR ANTHEM 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Sung before and after the reading of the gospel. 
 

 
 
 
GOSPEL    Matthew 2:1-5 
 
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

hen they had come near Jerusalem 
and had reached Bethphage, at the 

Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 
2saying to them, "Go into the village 
ahead of you, and immediately you will 
find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; 
untie them and bring them to me. 3If 
anyone says anything to you, just say this, 

'The Lord needs them.' And he will send 
them immediately." 4This took place to 
fulfill what had been spoken through the 
prophet, saying, 
 5"Tell the daughter of Zion, 
 Look, your king is coming to you, 
 humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
 and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 

 
The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON    A period of silence follows, introduced and concluded by bell. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

W 



HYMN OF THE DAY  Earth is Full of Wit and Wisdom                                   ACS 1064 
 

 
    
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
 
Let us pray. 
Gracious Lord of love, we affirm our vital connection with all living creatures.  
Empower us to seek their welfare, intervening where needed, defending and tending 
your world with grace, compassion, and dignity. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Patient Lord of life, guide our choices so that we might safeguard habitats, ensuring, by 
your grace, that the mysteries and beauties of nature unfold for future generations. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Saving Lord of lords, your word foretells a day when the wolf will lie down with the lamb. 
Renew our vision for the peaceable kingdom. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Hear our prayers, gracious God, for the sake of Jesus, our good shepherd. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
THE PEACE   The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+  Meal  + 
 
 
 

OFFERING  An offering is collected to support the work of the church in our 
community and the world.  Gifts may also be made online at 
www.trinitylowereastside.org/give as one-time or recurring contributions. 

 
 As the people’s gifts of bread and wine are brought forward we stand to 

sing: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Gracious God, 
in your great love you richly provide for our needs. 
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing,  
and make us ready to share with all in need; 
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. 
Amen. 
 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the presiding minister continues with the preface for 
the day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 



 
 
 



The presiding minister continues the Eucharistic Prayer, which includes the following responses: 
 
…we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
…all our sins and sorrows will be no more 
Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
…sharing your bounty with all the world. 
Amen.  Come, Holy Spirit. 

 
…now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
 
God, as a loving mother and as a gracious father you have called us to pray… 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 



LAMB OF GOD  The assembly is seated. 
 

 
 

INVITATION 
 
Christ invites you to this table. 
Come, taste and see. 
 
 
 
COMMUNION All are welcome at the Lord’s table to receive communion. Wafers are gluten free. 

Wine in the common cup contains alcohol. Communion may be received in one or 
both kinds (bread only or both bread and wine). The ushers will guide you forward. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION HYMN   Let us Go Now to the Banquet                               ELW 523 
    Vamos todos al banquete 
 

 
 

 
 
 



POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
May the body and blood of Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
God of the abundant table, 
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 
with bread for the journey. 
Give us your grace on the road 
that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen 

 
+  Sending  + 

 
 
BLESSING 
 
God, who gives life to all things 
and frees us from despair, 
bless you with truth and peace. 
And may the holy Trinity, + one God, 
guide you always in faith, hope, and love. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN   Light Dawns on a Weary World                                    ELW 726 
    Found on the following page. 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
Thanks be to God. 



 

 
 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WELCOME, CHILDREN! 
Here at Trinity we take seriously Jesus’ words “Let the little children come to me” – in fact, it’s 
even inscribed around our baptismal font (in German!).  We delight to welcome worshipers of all 
ages, even those who are a bit noisy and fidgety!  Families may worship in any part of our 
sanctuary, but a special area with kid’s tables has been prepared just for the youngest among us, 
complete with activity pages, crayons and pencils.  

• On the SECOND and THIRD Sundays of each month, kids are welcome to join Sunday 
School.  Before the reading of the gospel and sermon, students will join their leaders 
downstairs or in the garden for a time of learning, exploration and crafts and will join us 
again in worship in time for Holy Communion. 

• Music with Kids: On Sundays with Sunday School, kids are invited to grab a treat at coffee 
hour then gather around the piano for a music lesson.  Kids are currently learning music 
for the Christmas pageant in December. 

 
OPEN MIC UNDER THE STARS – SATURDAY OCT 15, 7:00pm  Our next open mic night with host 
Robert Galinksy takes place (weather permitting) in the garden.  These gatherings of poets, 
musicians, spoken word artists and comedians have been a hit, and you definitely don’t want to 
miss out!  Freewill donations supporting Trinity are gladly accepted at the door, and if you want to 
perform be sure to arrive early to get your name on the list.  Performance slots are limited! 
 
ReformationFest, OCTOBER 30. On the last Sunday of October we join Lutherans around the world 
in celebrating our Lutheran heritage of renewal and reform with a festive Reformation Sunday 
liturgy, after which we’ll gather downstairs for our annual Oktoberfest with bratwurst, German 
treats and beer.  GET IN THE SPIRIT BY WEARING YOUR MOST FESTIVE RED! 
 
JOIN THE CHOIR!   After pausing for the summer, our choir has resumed regular rehearsals.  Our 
all-volunteer choir is a cherished and essential part of our parish’s worship life, singing anthems 
and leading liturgical music throughout the church year.  Rehearsals take place before worship at 
10:00.  To learn more, speak with Choir Director Alex Lawrence! 
 
PRiSM – Progressive Student Ministry Trinity is glad to support PRiSM, the downtown branch of 
campus ministry with Lutheran Ministries in Higher Education meeting  at First Presbyterian 
Church Tuesday evenings at 6:15.  This semester we are responsible for providing dinner on Sept. 
27 and Nov. 8 – if you’d like to help prepare dinner, speak with Pastor Will! 
 
SIGN UP FOR COFFEE HOUR 
Everyone enjoys mixing and mingling with their fellow Trinitarians after worship at coffee hour, 
but like everything else in our congregation it’s a community effort!  If you enjoy coffee hour, 
consider signing up to host one upcoming Sunday on the sign-up sheet in the sanctuary! 



About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA). We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news 
of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, 
and people of all genders into ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single 
status, sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse 
congregation in a richly diverse neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are 
here to share the love of Jesus Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into 
our fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, 
Trinity’s Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which 
operates a soup kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 
meals are served each day, and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry 
Monday through Friday. Volunteers are always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Our Schedule: 
Mon – Fri:  11am, Soup Kitchen; 12:30pm, Food Pantry 
Mon:  7:00pm, “Valley of the Dolls” NA Group 
Tues:   7:0pm and 8:30pm, “East Village” AA Group 
Thurs:   7:30pm, “Clean and Dry” AA Group 
Sun:   11am, Worship Service 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze  (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org  Facebook:  Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
Instagram: @TrinityLES.NYC 
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