
 
 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
and Blessing of the Backpacks 

 

THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2022 + 11:00am 

 

TRINITY LOWER EAST SIDE LUTHERAN PARISH 
in the City of New York 



Welcome to worship!  We feel strongly that your presence among us completes our community this 
morning, and we welcome you just as you are, beautifully created in the Divine image. 

If you'd like, please leave your name and email/address in the guest book. Please silence mobile devices. 
 

 
  +  Gathering  + 

 
 
PRELUDE   As you are able, please stand at the ringing of the bell. 
 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond our days. 
Amen. 
 
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God of mercy and forgiveness, 
we confess that sin still has a hold on us. 
We have harmed your good creation. 
We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. 
Turn us in a new direction. 
Show us the path that leads to life. 
Be our refuge and strength on the journey, 
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved of God: 
your sins are forgiven + and you are made whole. 
God points the way to new life in Christ, 
who meets us on the road. 
Journey now in God’s abiding love 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 



GATHERING HYMN  Earth and All Stars                                                           ELW 731 
 

 



GREETING  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.   
 
 
KYRIE 
 

 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray.  
O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself  
all those who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject 
whatever is contrary to you  and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son,  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

+  Word  + 
 
 
 
FIRST READING   Exodus 32:7-14 
 

he LORD said to Moses, “Go down at 
once! Your people, whom you 

brought up out of the land of Egypt, have 
acted perversely; 8they have been quick 
to turn aside from the way that I 
commanded them; they have cast for 
themselves an image of a calf, and have 
worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, 
‘These are your gods, O Israel, who 
brought you up out of the land of 
Egypt!’ ” 9The LORD said to Moses, “I have 
seen this people, how stiff-necked they 
are. 10Now let me alone, so that my wrath 
may burn hot against them and I may 
consume them; and of you I will make a 
great nation.” 
 11But Moses implored the LORD his God, 
and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath 
burn hot against your people, whom you 

brought out of the land of Egypt with 
great power and with a mighty hand? 
12Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was 
with evil intent that he brought them out 
to kill them in the mountains, and to 
consume them from the face of the 
earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; 
change your mind and do not bring 
disaster on your people. 13Remember 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, 
how you swore to them by your own self, 
saying to them, ‘I will multiply your 
descendants like the stars of heaven, and 
all this land that I have promised I will 
give to your descendants, and they shall 
inherit it forever.’ ” 14And the LORD 
changed his mind about the disaster that 
he planned to bring on his people. 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

T 



PSALM    Psalm 51:1-10 
    The refrain is sung throughout the psalm as indicated.   

The verses are sung responsively. 
 

 
 

 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love; 
 in your great compassion blot out | my offenses. 
Wash me through and through | from my wickedness, 
 and cleanse me | from my sin. 
For I know | my offenses, 
 and my sin is ev- | er before me. 
Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight; 
 so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment. Refrain 
 
Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness, 
 a sinner from my | mother’s womb. 
Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me, 
 and would have me know wisdom | deep within. 
Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean; 
 wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow. 
Let me hear | joy and gladness; 
 that the body you have broken | may rejoice. 
Hide your face | from my sins, 
 and blot out | all my wickedness. 
Create in me a clean | heart, O God, 
 and renew a right spir- | it within me. Refrain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECOND READING   1 Timothy1:12-17 
 

 am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, 
who has strengthened me, because he 

judged me faithful and appointed me to 
his service, 13even though I was formerly 
a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of 
violence. But I received mercy because I 
had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and 
the grace of our Lord overflowed for me 
with the faith and love that are in Christ 
Jesus. 15The saying is sure and worthy of 
full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came 

into the world to save sinners—of whom 
I am the foremost. 16But for that very 
reason I received mercy, so that in me, as 
the foremost, Jesus Christ might display 
the utmost patience, making me an 
example to those who would come to 
believe in him for eternal life. 17To the 
King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the 
only God, be honor and glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Sung before and after the reading of the gospel. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I 



GOSPEL    Luke 15:1-10 
 
The holy gospel according to St. Luke.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

ow all the tax collectors and sinners 
were coming near to listen to Jesus. 

2And the Pharisees and the scribes were 
grumbling and saying, “This fellow 
welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
 3So he told them this parable: 4“Which 
one of you, having a hundred sheep and 
losing one of them, does not leave the 
ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after 
the one that is lost until he finds it? 5When 
he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders 
and rejoices. 6And when he comes home, 
he calls together his friends and 
neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with 
me, for I have found my sheep that was 

lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be 
more joy in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine righteous 
persons who need no repentance. 
 8“Or what woman having ten silver 
coins, if she loses one of them, does not 
light a lamp, sweep the house, and search 
carefully until she finds it? 9When she has 
found it, she calls together her friends 
and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, 
for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 
10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the 
presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner who repents.” 

 
The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON    A period of silence follows, introduced and concluded by bell. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N 



HYMN OF THE DAY  Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound                          ELW 502 
    

 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our 
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. 

Your people receive mercy and your grace overflows in our lives. Fill your church with 
faith and love, and give understanding hearts to those who work to strengthen our 
ecumenical and interreligious commitments. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Your creation groans as it suffers the impacts of pollution and lack of care. As the 
seasons change, renew in us the will to protect plants, animals, and habitats. Bless us 
with bountiful harvests that all may share. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Your world is shattered and the nations rage. Remember us in your mercy. Teach 
wisdom to our elected leaders so that we know peace in our world, peace in our homes, 
and peace in our hearts. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Your children wander homeless and the hungry cry for bread. Seek out those who are 
lost or lonely, anxious or depressed, or struggling with addiction or illness. Provide for 
those in any need, especially those we name before you now, aloud or in the silence of 
our hearts... God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Your work is done in this congregation with our hands, feet, voices, minds, and hearts. 
Build up the ministries of this community, especially Trinity’s Services And Food for the 
Homeless, that we serve our neighbors and welcome the stranger in your name.  
God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Your blessed saints who have died now rest in your presence. Give us thankful hearts for 
those who have been examples of faith in our lives, and receive us with joy when we 
come to share eternal life with you. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
-- 
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer 
these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



THE PEACE   The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you.  
 
 

+  Meal  + 
 
 
 

OFFERING  An offering is collected to support the work of the church in our 
community and the world.  Gifts may also be made online at 
www.trinitylowereastside.org/give as one-time or recurring contributions. 

 
 As the people’s gifts of bread and wine are brought forward we stand to 

sing: 
 

 
 



OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Gracious God, 
in your great love you richly provide for our needs. 
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing,  
and make us ready to share with all in need; 
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. 
Amen. 
 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the presiding minister continues with the preface for 
the day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The presiding minister continues the Eucharistic Prayer, which includes the following responses: 
 
…we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
…all our sins and sorrows will be no more 
Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
…sharing your bounty with all the world. 
Amen.  Come, Holy Spirit. 

 
…now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
 
God, as a loving mother and as a gracious father you have called us to pray… 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 



LAMB OF GOD  The assembly is seated. 
 

 
 

INVITATION 
 
Christ invites you to this table. 
Come, taste and see. 
 
 
 
COMMUNION All are welcome at the Lord’s table to receive communion. Wafers are gluten free. 

Wine in the common cup contains alcohol. Communion may be received in one or 
both kinds (bread only or both bread and wine). The ushers will guide you forward. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION HYMN   The King of Love My Shepherd Is                   ELW 502 
 

 
 

 
 



POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
May the body and blood of Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
God of the abundant table, 
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 
with bread for the journey. 
Give us your grace on the road 
that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen 
 

+  Sending  + 
 
 
BLESSING 
 
God, who gives life to all things 
and frees us from despair, 
bless you with truth and peace. 
And may the holy Trinity, + one God, 
guide you always in faith, hope, and love. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN   Soli Deo Gloria                                                                        ELW 878 
    Found on the following page 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
Thanks be to God. 



 

 
 

 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WELCOME, CHILDREN! 
Here at Trinity we take seriously Jesus’ words “Let the little children come to me” – in fact, it’s 
even inscribed around our baptismal font (in German!).  We delight to welcome worshipers of all 
ages, even those who are a bit noisy and fidgety!  Families may worship in any part of our 
sanctuary, but a special area with kid’s tables has been prepared just for the youngest among us, 
complete with activity pages, crayons and pencils.  

• On the first and third Sundays of each month, kids are welcome to join Sunday School.  
Before the reading of the gospel and sermon, students will join their leaders downstairs or 
in the garden for a time of learning, exploration and crafts and will join us again in worship 
in time for Holy Communion. 

• On the other Sundays of the month, children will be invited forward to join Pastor Will for 
a special children’s sermon,  bringing to life the day’s themes in ways kids will understand. 

 
AMEN, AMEN, LET THE CHURCH SAY AMEN! 
Our parishioners, Juanda Hall and Sal Vitale of HoneyVic Productions will be producing Amen 
Amen, Let the Church Say Amen, a play written by Juanda. Amen Amen, Let the Church Say 
Amen may sound like a play about religion or a particular church, but it’s not. It’s a play about 
social justice and equality. A church is the setting for a group of characters who face their 
mortality and come to accept the differences between themselves and others. Visit 
www.honeyvicproductions.com for tickets, and  be sure to select the dates for the performances 
at Trinity since the play will also be staged the week before in a theater off-Broadway. 
Amen Amen will be performed in the sanctuary at 7 PM on September 16 and 17, and at 2 PM on 
September 18. You may recall HoneyVic Productions staged a play in the garden last year 
called Faith Plays and donated all the tickets proceeds to Trinity. They will be doing the same with 
the ticket sales from Amen Amen with a goal of raising $2,000. We’ll need to average 30 
attendees per performance to do that. Many thanks to HoneyVic Productions and their entire 
cast and crew for that generous gesture. We hope you’ll support the production by attending 
and inviting your friends and family.  
 
HOMECOMING SUNDAY – SEPTEMBER 25 
Whether you’ve been worshiping at Trinity regularly, your summer travels have taken you away, 
or it’s been longer since you’ve been a part of our worshiping community, we’ll be ready to 
welcome you home on Homecoming Sunday, September 25!  We’ll kick off another year of life 
together with festive worship followed by a BBQ in the garden.  Don’t miss it! 
 
SIGN UP FOR COFFEE HOUR 
Everyone enjoys mixing and mingling with their fellow Trinitarians after worship at coffee hour, 
but like everything else in our congregation it’s a community effort!  If you enjoy coffee hour, 
consider signing up to host one upcoming Sunday on the sign-up sheet in the sanctuary! 



About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA). We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news 
of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, 
and people of all genders into ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single 
status, sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse 
congregation in a richly diverse neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are 
here to share the love of Jesus Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into 
our fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, 
Trinity’s Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which 
operates a soup kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 
meals are served each day, and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry 
Monday through Friday. Volunteers are always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Our Schedule: 
Mon – Fri:  11am, Soup Kitchen; 12:30pm, Food Pantry 
Mon:  7:00pm, “Valley of the Dolls” NA Group 
Tues:   7:0pm and 8:30pm, “East Village” AA Group 
Thurs:   7:30pm, “Clean and Dry” AA Group 
Sun:   11am, Worship Service 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze  (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org  Facebook:  Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
Instagram: @TrinityLES.NYC 


