
 
 
 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
 

THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SEPTEMBER 4, 2022 + 11:00am 

 

TRINITY LOWER EAST SIDE LUTHERAN PARISH 
in the City of New York 



Welcome to worship!  We feel strongly that your presence among us completes our community this 
morning, and we welcome you just as you are, beautifully created in the Divine image. 

If you'd like, please leave your name and email/address in the guest book. Please silence mobile devices. 
 

 
  +  Gathering  + 

 
 
PRELUDE   As you are able, please stand at the ringing of the bell. 
 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others before ourselves,  
we long to take the best seats at the table. 
When met by those in need,  
we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. 
Save us from ourselves and free us to love our neighbors. 
Amen. 
 
Hear the good news! 
God does not deal with us according to our sins 
but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 
In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 
 
 



GATHERING HYMN  Lift High the Cross                                                           ELW 660 
 

 



GREETING  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.   
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
 

 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray.  
Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, 
begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name;  
and finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life,  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 



 

+  Word  + 
 
 
 
FIRST READING   Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
 

ee, I have set before you today life 
and prosperity, death and adversity. 

16If you obey the commandments of the 
LORD your God that I am commanding you 
today, by loving the LORD your God, 
walking in his ways, and observing his 
commandments, decrees, and 
ordinances, then you shall live and 
become numerous, and the LORD your 
God will bless you in the land that you are 
entering to possess. 17But if your heart 
turns away and you do not hear, but are 
led astray to bow down to other gods 
and serve them, 18I declare to you today 

that you shall perish; you shall not live 
long in the land that you are crossing the 
Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call 
heaven and earth to witness against you 
today that I have set before you life and 
death, blessings and curses. Choose life 
so that you and your descendants may 
live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying 
him, and holding fast to him; for that 
means life to you and length of days, so 
that you may live in the land that the LORD 
swore to give to your ancestors, to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

S 



PSALM    Psalm 1 
    The refrain is sung throughout the psalm as indicated.   

The verses are read responsively. 
 

 
 

Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 
 nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
Their delight is in the law of the LORD, 
 and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night. Refrain 
 
They are like trees planted by streams of water,  
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; 
 everything they do shall prosper. 
It is not so with the wicked; 
 they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 
 nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 
 but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed. Refrain 
 
 
SECOND READING   Philemon 1-21 
 

aul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and 
Timothy our brother,  

  To Philemon our dear friend and co-
worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to 
Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the 
church in your house: 
 3Grace to you and peace from God our 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 4When I remember you in my prayers, I 
always thank my God 5because I hear of 
your love for all the saints and your faith 
toward the Lord Jesus. 6I pray that the 
sharing of your faith may become 
effective when you perceive all the good 

P 



that we may do for Christ. 7I have indeed 
received much joy and encouragement 
from your love, because the hearts of the 
saints have been refreshed through you, 
my brother. 
 8For this reason, though I am bold 
enough in Christ to command you to do 
your duty, 9yet I would rather appeal to 
you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do 
this as an old man, and now also as a 
prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10I am appealing 
to you for my child, Onesimus, whose 
father I have become during my 
imprisonment. 11Formerly he was useless 
to you, but now he is indeed useful both 
to you and to me. 12I am sending him, that 
is, my own heart, back to you. 13I wanted 
to keep him with me, so that he might be 
of service to me in your place during my 
imprisonment for the gospel; 14but I 
preferred to do nothing without your 

consent, in order that your good deed 
might be voluntary and not something 
forced. 15Perhaps this is the reason he 
was separated from you for a while, so 
that you might have him back forever, 
16no longer as a slave but more than a 
slave, a beloved brother—especially to 
me but how much more to you, both in 
the flesh and in the Lord. 
 17So if you consider me your partner, 
welcome him as you would welcome me. 
18If he has wronged you in any way, or 
owes you anything, charge that to my 
account. 19I, Paul, am writing this with my 
own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing 
about your owing me even your own self. 
20Yes, brother, let me have this benefit 
from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in 
Christ. 21Confident of your obedience, I 
am writing to you, knowing that you will 
do even more than I say. 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Sung before and after the reading of the gospel. 
 

 



GOSPEL    Luke 14:25-33 
 
The holy gospel according to St. Luke.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

ow large crowds were traveling with 
Jesus; and he turned and said to 

them, 26“Whoever comes to me and does 
not hate father and mother, wife and 
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and 
even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 
27Whoever does not carry the cross and 
follow me cannot be my disciple. 28For 
which of you, intending to build a tower, 
does not first sit down and estimate the 
cost, to see whether he has enough to 
complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has 
laid a foundation and is not able to finish, 

all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 
30saying, ‘This fellow began to build and 
was not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, 
going out to wage war against another 
king, will not sit down first and consider 
whether he is able with ten thousand to 
oppose the one who comes against him 
with twenty thousand? 32If he cannot, 
then, while the other is still far away, he 
sends a delegation and asks for the terms 
of peace. 33So therefore, none of you can 
become my disciple if you do not give up 
all your possessions.” 

 
The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON    A period of silence follows, introduced and concluded by bell. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N 



HYMN OF THE DAY  Take My Life, That I May Be                                             ELW 583 
    Toma, oh Dios, mi voluntad 
 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our 
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. 

The response is sung here and throughout the prayers as indicated. 

 

We pray for the church around the world and for the mission of the gospel. Refresh the 
hearts of your people, deepen our understanding of every good thing we share, and 
strengthen our partnerships in the faith. 
 
For the well-being of the earth and all its creatures: for trees and forests, for all that will 
yield fruit this season, and for streams and other bodies of water. 
 
For the nations and those in authority: for the elected leaders of our towns, states, and 
country, and for international organizations. Grant wisdom to those who govern and 
raise up citizens who make decisions in the best interest of their neighbors. Response 
 
For all in need: for those who suffer from disease, who struggle with homelessness or 
food insecurity, for those whose family life is difficult, and for all in this community who 
need your care, especially those we remember now, aloud or in the silence of our 
hearts… 
 
For this community of faith: for all our labors—begun, continued, and ended in you—
that they glorify your holy name. Bless your people with the strength to live into their 
many vocations for the sake of the world. 
 
We give thanks for the saints who now rest from their labors. Give us faith, like them, to 
love you with all our hearts, and by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life. Response 



Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer 
these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE PEACE   The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you.  
 
 
 

+  Meal  + 
 
 
 
OFFERING  An offering is collected to support the work of the church in our 

community and the world.  Gifts may also be made online at 
www.trinitylowereastside.org/give as one-time or recurring contributions. 

 
 As the people’s gifts of bread and wine are brought forward we stand to 

sing: 
 

 
 

Continued on the following page 



 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. 
As we feast on your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, 
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the presiding minister continues with the preface for 
the day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 
 
 



The presiding minister continues the Eucharistic Prayer, including the following responses: 
 
…we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

 
…now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
 
God, as a loving mother and as a gracious father you have called us to pray… 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LAMB OF GOD  The assembly is seated. 
 

 

 
 

INVITATION 
 
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. 
Come to the banquet and feast of the Bread of Life. 
 
 
COMMUNION All are welcome at the Lord’s table to receive communion. Wafers are gluten free. 

Wine contains alcohol. Communion may be received in one or both kinds.  The 
ushers will guide you forward. 



COMMUNION HYMN   Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal                   ELW 464 
 

 
 

 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
May the body and blood of Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, 
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your mercy. 
Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, 
that all may come to know your love. 
This we pray in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

+  Sending  + 
 
 
 
 
BLESSING 
 
The God of peace, 
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you, comfort you, and show you the path of life 
this day and always. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN   O Jesus, I Have Promised                                                    ELW 810 
    Found on the following page 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 



 
 

 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WELCOME, CHILDREN! 
Here at Trinity we take seriously Jesus’ words “Let the little children come to me” – in fact, it’s 
even inscribed around our baptismal font (in German!).  We delight to welcome worshipers of all 
ages, even those who are a bit noisy and fidgety!  Families may worship in any part of our 
sanctuary, but a special area with kid’s tables has been prepared just for the youngest among us, 
complete with activity pages, crayons and pencils.  

• On the first and third Sundays of each month, kids are welcome to join Sunday School.  
Before the reading of the gospel and sermon, students will join their leaders downstairs or 
in the garden for a time of learning, exploration and crafts and will join us again in worship 
in time for Holy Communion. 

• On the other Sundays of the month, children will be invited forward to join Pastor Will for 
a special children’s sermon,  bringing to life the day’s themes in ways kids will understand. 

 
AMEN, AMEN, LET THE CHURCH SAY AMEN! 
Our parishioners, Juanda Hall and Sal Vitale of HoneyVic Productions will be producing Amen 
Amen, Let the Church Say Amen, a play written by Juanda. Amen Amen, Let the Church Say 
Amen may sound like a play about religion or a particular church, but it’s not. It’s a play about 
social justice and equality. A church is the setting for a group of characters who face their 
mortality and come to accept the differences between themselves and others. Visit 
www.honeyvicproductions.com for tickets, and  be sure to select the dates for the performances 
at Trinity since the play will also be staged the week before in a theater off-Broadway. 
Amen Amen will be performed in the sanctuary at 7 PM on September 16 and 17, and at 2 PM on 
September 18. You may recall HoneyVic Productions staged a play in the garden last year 
called Faith Plays and donated all the tickets proceeds to Trinity. They will be doing the same with 
the ticket sales from Amen Amen with a goal of raising $2,000. We’ll need to average 30 
attendees per performance to do that. Many thanks to HoneyVic Productions and their entire 
cast and crew for that generous gesture. We hope you’ll support the production by attending 
and inviting your friends and family.  
 
HOMECOMING SUNDAY – SEPTEMBER 25 
Whether you’ve been worshiping at Trinity regularly, your summer travels have taken you away, 
or it’s been longer since you’ve been a part of our worshiping community, we’ll be ready to 
welcome you home on Homecoming Sunday, September 25!  We’ll kick off another year of life 
together with festive worship followed by a BBQ in the garden.  Don’t miss it! 
 
SIGN UP FOR COFFEE HOUR 
Everyone enjoys mixing and mingling with their fellow Trinitarians after worship at coffee hour, 
but like everything else in our congregation it’s a community effort!  If you enjoy coffee hour, 
consider signing up to host one upcoming Sunday on the sign-up sheet in the sanctuary! 



About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA). We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news 
of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, 
and people of all genders into ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single 
status, sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse 
congregation in a richly diverse neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are 
here to share the love of Jesus Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into 
our fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, 
Trinity’s Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which 
operates a soup kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 
meals are served each day, and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry 
Monday through Friday. Volunteers are always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Our Schedule: 
Mon – Fri:  11am, Soup Kitchen; 12:30pm, Food Pantry 
Mon:  7:00pm, “Valley of the Dolls” NA Group 
Tues:   7:0pm and 8:30pm, “East Village” AA Group 
Thurs:   7:30pm, “Clean and Dry” AA Group 
Sun:   11am, Worship Service 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze  (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org  Facebook:  Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
Instagram: @TrinityLES.NYC 


