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TRINITY LOWER EAST SIDE LUTHERAN PARISH 
in the City of New York 



Welcome to worship!  We are so glad that you have been led to join us for worship 
this morning, and we believe that your presence among us more fully completes our 
community.  Wherever you are on your journey of faith, please know that you are most 
welcome here, and we invite you to fully participate in our life together in whatever way you 
feel called to do. Our prayer is that you find Trinity to be a place where you are welcomed and 
affirmed in all your fabulous quirks and eccentricities, and that you feel truly seen and valued 
as a fellow child of God, beautifully and perfectly created in God’s image!  If you’d like to learn 
more about how to join us as we seek to embody God’s love as a community of Christ, just 
speak with Pastor Will! 

 
+  +  +   

 
As followers of Jesus, we are called to love our neighbors as we have been loved by God.  
We believe that loving our neighbors, especially the most vulnerable among us, compels 
us to show great care as we gather for worship in the midst of a global pandemic.  In 
order to ensure that our gathering is as safe as possible and minimizes the spread of 
disease, we ask you to please join us in following these important health and safety 
protocols: 

• Face coverings must be worn at all times while inside Trinity’s building, and they are 
recommended when gathered with others outdoors.  Both mouth and nose must be fully 
covered. 

• Please avoid close physical contact with anyone outside of your household, including 
refraining from handshakes or hugs.  Six feet of distance should be observed at all times, 
including at the sharing of the Peace. 

• At the distribution of Holy Communion, only the bread will be offered in order to reduce 
contact with the chalice.  Rest assured that receiving Holy Communion “in one kind” is a 
fully effective and valid means of receiving the promise of Christ’s presence and 
forgiveness in the sacrament.  Please remain at your place, and the presiding minister will 
invite you forward.   Keeping your face covering in place, wait until you return to your 
seat to lower your mask and consume the bread. 

• To avoid passing the offering plate from hand to hand, a basket is available for your 
offerings at the entrance to the sanctuary or garden.  We are grateful for your 
generosity! 

 
 
 
 

 



+  Gathering  + 
 
 
PRELUDE   At the conclusion of the prelude, please stand at the ringing of the bell. 
 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
whose teaching is life, 
whose presence is sure, 
and whose love is endless. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God our comforter: 
like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 
Free us from our sin, gracious God. 
Listen when we call out to you for help. 
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
Amen. 
 
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 
By the gift of grace in + Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GATHERING HYMN  Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



GREETING  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.   
 
 
KYRIE 
 

 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE  Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 
 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one another.  
Form us for life that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little children,  
that we may reflect the image of your Son,  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

+  Word  + 
 
 
 
 
FIRST READING  Genesis 2:18-24 
 

he LORD God said, “It is not good that 
the man should be alone; I will make 

him a helper as his partner.” 19So out of 
the ground the LORD God formed every 
animal of the field and every bird of the 
air, and brought them to the man to see 
what he would call them; and whatever 
the man called every living creature, that 
was its name. 20The man gave names to 
all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and 
to every animal of the field; but for the 
man there was not found a helper as his 
partner. 21So the LORD God caused a deep 

sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; 
then he took one of his ribs and closed up 
its place with flesh. 22And the rib that the 
LORD God had taken from the man he 
made into a woman and brought her to 
the man. 23Then the man said,  
 “This at last is bone of my bones 
  and flesh of my flesh; 
 this one shall be called Woman, 
  for out of Man this one was taken.” 
24Therefore a man leaves his father and 
his mother and clings to his wife, and they 
become one flesh. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM    Psalm 8 
The psalm is sung responsively 

 

 
 

 
 

O | LORD our Lord, 
 how majestic is your name in | all the earth!— 
you whose glory is chanted above the heavens  
out of the mouths of in- | fants and children; 
 you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe | and avenger. 
When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers, 
 the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses, 
what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them, 
 human beings that you should | care for them?  Refrain 
 
Yet you have made them little less | than divine; 
 with glory and hon- | or you crown them. 
You have made them rule over the works | of your hands; 
 you have put all things un- | der their feet: 
all | flocks and cattle, 
 even the wild beasts | of the field, 
the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea, 
 and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea. 
O | LORD our Lord, 
 how majestic is your name in | all the earth! Refrain 
 
 
SECOND READING  Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 
 

ong ago God spoke to our ancestors 
in many and various ways by the 

prophets, 2but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by a Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, through 
whom he also created the worlds. 3He is 

the reflection of God’s glory and the 
exact imprint of God’s very being, and he 
sustains all things by his powerful word. 
When he had made purification for sins, 
he sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, 4having become as 

L 



much superior to angels as the name he 
has inherited is more excellent than 
theirs. 
 2:5Now God did not subject the coming 
world, about which we are speaking, to 
angels. 6But someone has testified 
somewhere,  
 “What are human beings that you are 
mindful of them, 
  or mortals, that you care for them? 
 7You have made them for a little while 
lower than the angels; 
  you have crowned them with glory 
and honor, 
  8subjecting all things under their 
feet.” 
Now in subjecting all things to them, God 
left nothing outside their control. As it is, 
we do not yet see everything in 

subjection to them,9but we do see Jesus, 
who for a little while was made lower 
than the angels, now crowned with glory 
and honor because of the suffering of 
death, so that by the grace of God he 
might taste death for everyone. 
  10It was fitting that God, for whom and 
through whom all things exist, in bringing 
many children to glory, should make the 
pioneer of their salvation perfect 
through sufferings. 11For the one who 
sanctifies and those who are sanctified all 
have one Father. For this reason Jesus is 
not ashamed to call them brothers and 
sisters, 12saying,  
 “I will proclaim your name to my 
brothers and sisters, 
  in the midst of the congregation I 
will praise you.” 

 
The word of the lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Sung before and after the reading of the gospel. 
 

 
 
 
 



GOSPEL     Mark 10:2-16 
 
The holy gospel according to Saint Mark.  
 Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

ome Pharisees came, and to test 
Jesus they asked, “Is it lawful for a 

man to divorce his wife?” 3He answered 
them, “What did Moses command you?” 
4They said, “Moses allowed a man to 
write a certificate of dismissal and to 
divorce her.” 5But Jesus said to them, 
“Because of your hardness of heart he 
wrote this commandment for you. 6But 
from the beginning of creation, ‘God 
made them male and female.’ 7‘For this 
reason a man shall leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife, 8and the 
two shall become one flesh.’ So they are 
no longer two, but one flesh. 9Therefore 
what God has joined together, let no one 
separate.” 
  10Then in the house the disciples asked 

him again about this matter. 11He said to 
them, “Whoever divorces his wife and 
marries another commits adultery 
against her; 12and if she divorces her 
husband and marries another, she 
commits adultery.” 
  13People were bringing little children 
to him in order that he might touch them; 
and the disciples spoke sternly to them. 
14But when Jesus saw this, he was 
indignant and said to them, “Let the little 
children come to me; do not stop them; 
for it is to such as these that the kingdom 
of God belongs. 15Truly I tell you, whoever 
does not receive the kingdom of God as a 
little child will never enter it.” 16And he 
took them up in his arms, laid his hands 
on them, and blessed them. 

 
The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON    A period of silence follows, introduced and concluded by bell. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  God, When Human Bonds are Broken 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in 
need. 

The following response Óyenos, Señor (Hear us, Lord) is sung throughout the prayers as indicated: 

 

Holy One, you have raised up faithful leaders throughout history. Empower those 
discerning a call to ministry and all seminarians, especially our own Eric,  that they 
continue to be formed for the sake of the gospel 
 
You have established a diverse and beautiful creation. Revive declining species and 
preserve endangered lands. Cultivate in us a sense of wonder for the world you created.  
 
You desire for us not to be alone and to live in community with one another. Strengthen 
relationships between nations and peoples, that we celebrate and support one human 
family.  Sung response. 
 
You share in our experiences and struggles. Bless all who live with any mental or physical 
disability. Inspire creative communities, spaces, and environments that are accessible 
and hospitable.  
 
You have established and nurtured relationships that extend beyond those gathered 
here today. Bless members who can no longer travel to worship with us and remind us of 
their continued role in this community of faith.  
 
You promise eternal life to all your children. Thank you for the people of faith who have 
gone before us. Strengthen our trust we have in you.  Sung response. 
 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



THE PEACE   The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you.  
 
 
 
 

+  Meal  +  
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING  To avoid multiple people physically contacting the offering plates, your 

gifts of money may be left in the offering plate at the usher’s station near 
the entrance.  Offerings may also be made online as one-time or recurring 
contributions at www.trinitylowereastside.org/give or by using the QR 
code below. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERTORY   Take My Life, That I May Be 
    Toma, oh Dios, my voluntad 
 

 



OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, 
you cause streams to break forth in the desert 
and manna to rain from the heavens. 
Accept the gifts you have first given us. 
Unite them with the offering of our lives 
to nourish the world you love so dearly; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the presiding minister continues with the preface for 
the day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 



 
 
 
 



The presiding minister continues with the Eucharistic Prayer,  
which includes the following responses: 
 
…with every breath. 
We praise you, O God. 
 
…into the future. 
We bless you, O God. 
 
…with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 
 
…we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
…by your Spirit, in your church, without end. 
Amen. 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 



LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

All who hunger and thirst, come. 
The table is ready. 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN  Come to the Table 
 

 



POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

May the body and blood of Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. Amen. 
 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
Lord of life, 
in the gift of your body and blood 
you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. 
Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 
bearing witness to the abundance of your love 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 

+   Sending  + 
 
 
 
BLESSING 
 

People of God, 
you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. 
The holy Trinity, + one God, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN   Now Thank We All Our God 
    Found on the following page. 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



     

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
FAITH PLAYS written by Junada Hall and produced by Trinity and HoneyVic Productions 
October 1 – 4, $20 suggested donation.  For tickets visit honeyvicproductions.com 
Have you lost your faith in humanity?  Faith Plays is a compilation of four stories that offer ways in 
which we can be agents to restoring faith. I’m Sorry is about two siblings who wrestle with identity 
and family expectation.  Wait…What?...No! is about a gay African American guy who is attacked 
and beaten by white members of the gay community. I’m Homeless Not Helpless is about a homeless 
couple struggling to exist in a harsh world of racism and hatred. Finally, Shaking The Tree is about 
an African American family living in the 1930s South who struggle with what it will take to help their 
children live in a racist world.  What will it take to restore our faith?  Love, understanding and 
acceptance!    
 
Sunday School Begins! 
After a very long break due to the pandemic, we are thrilled to announce that beginning TODAY 
we will once again offer Sunday School to our kids!  Meeting on the first and third Sundays of 
each month, Sunday School will take place during the service with students being dismissed 
before the sermon and returning to worship in time for Holy Communion.  If you’d like to help 
this important ministry by serving as a teacher, speak with Pastor Will or Steven! 
 
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS, Sunday October 10 
This year we are offering two opportunities for your furry friends to receive a blessing: 
At 11:00 all pets and their families are welcome to join us for our full Sunday morning service 
which will include a blessing. 
At 1:00 a more brief service of blessing will be held outdoors in our garden. 
 
Save the Date: OKTOBERFEST, Sunday October 24 
Right after worship we will gather for some tasty German food and beer in celebration of 
Trinity’s German heritage.  Bring your appetites and your good cheer! 
 
SUPPORT THE COMMUNITY FRIDGE!  
If you’d like to sign up to volunteer, visit bit.ly/loisaidafridgesignup 
To support the fridge with financial contributions, venmo @loisaidafridge 
To follow what’s happening at the fridge follow @loisaidafridge on Instagram 
 
COIN JAR  
Proceeds from the coin jar in the narthex are used to support the work of Seafarers International 
House (SIH)  to accompany and advocate for immigrants and asylum seekers being held in ICE 
detention centers.  SIH provides spiritual care to those being detained, case management, and 
assistance with housing and connecting with relatives when they are released.  We are grateful 
for your generous support of this incredibly important work! 



 
About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA). We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news of Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, and people of all 
gender identities into ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single status, 
sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse congregation in a 
richly diverse neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are here to share the love 
of Jesus Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into our 
fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, 
Trinity’s Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which 
operates a soup kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 
meals are served each day, and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry Monday 
through Friday. Volunteers are always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze  (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org  Facebook:  Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
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