
 
 

 

 
THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

 

THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
AUGUST 22, 2021 + 11:00am 

 

TRINITY LOWER EAST SIDE LUTHERAN PARISH 
in the City of New York 



Welcome to worship!  We are so glad that you have been led to join us for worship 
this morning, and we believe that your presence among us more fully completes our 
community.  Wherever you are on your journey of faith, please know that you are most 
welcome here, and we invite you to fully participate in our life together in whatever way you 
feel called to do. Our prayer is that you find Trinity to be a place where you are welcomed and 
affirmed in all your fabulous quirks and eccentricities, and that you feel truly seen and valued 
as a fellow child of God, beautifully and perfectly created in God’s image!  If you’d like to learn 
more about how to join us as we seek to embody God’s love as a community of Christ, just 
speak with Pastor Will! 

 
+  +  +   

 
As followers of Jesus, we are called to love our neighbors as we have been loved by God.  
We believe that loving our neighbors, especially the most vulnerable among us, compels 
us to show great care as we gather for worship in the midst of a global pandemic.  In 
order to ensure that our gathering is as safe as possible and minimizes the spread of 
disease, we ask you to please join us in following these important health and safety 
protocols: 

• Face coverings must be worn at all times while inside Trinity’s building, and they are 
recommended when gathered with others outdoors.  Both mouth and nose must be fully 
covered. 

• Please avoid close physical contact with anyone outside of your household, including 
refraining from handshakes or hugs.  Six feet of distance should be observed at all times, 
including at the sharing of the Peace. 

• At the distribution of Holy Communion, only the bread will be offered in order to reduce 
contact with the chalice.  Rest assured that receiving Holy Communion “in one kind” is a 
fully effective and valid means of receiving the promise of Christ’s presence and 
forgiveness in the sacrament.  Please remain at your place, and the presiding minister will 
invite you forward.   Keeping your face covering in place, wait until you return to your 
seat to lower your mask and consume the bread. 

• To avoid passing the offering plate from hand to hand, a basket is available for your 
offerings at the entrance to the sanctuary or garden.  We are grateful for your 
generosity! 

 
 
 
 

 



+  Gathering  + 
 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
the God of manna, 
the God of miracles, 
the God of mercy. 
Amen. 
 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God, our provider, 
help us. 
It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 
We question your ways when they differ from the ways 
of the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in you. 
We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 
Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? 
Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved people of God: 
in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished. 
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
there is always more than enough. 
Through Jesus, + the bread of life, 
you are shown God’s mercy: 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



GATHERING HYMN  Build a Longer Table 
 

 
 

 
 

GREETING  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.   
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal.  
Direct our choices and preserve us in your truth,  
that, renouncing what is false and evil, we may live in you,  
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

+  Word  + 
 
 
 
 

 
FIRST READING  Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 
 

hen Joshua gathered all the tribes of 
Israel to Shechem, and summoned 

the elders, the heads, the judges, and the 
officers of Israel; and they presented 
themselves before God. 2aAnd Joshua 
said to all the people, 14“Now therefore 
revere the LORD, and serve him in 
sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the 
gods that your ancestors served beyond 
the River and in Egypt, and serve the 
LORD. 15Now if you are unwilling to serve 
the LORD, choose this day whom you will 
serve, whether the gods your ancestors 
served in the region beyond the River or 
the gods of the Amorites in whose land 

you are living; but as for me and my 
household, we will serve the LORD.” 
  16Then the people answered, “Far be it 
from us that we should forsake the LORD 
to serve other gods; 17for it is the LORD our 
God who brought us and our ancestors 
up from the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery, and who did those great 
signs in our sight. He protected us along 
all the way that we went, and among all 
the peoples through whom we passed; 
18and the LORD drove out before us all the 
peoples, the Amorites who lived in the 
land. Therefore we also will serve the 
LORD, for he is our God.” 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM    Psalm 34:1-9 
    The psalm is sung responsively. 
 

 
 

The eyes of the LORD are up- | on the righteous, 
 and God’s ears are open | to their cry. 
The face of the LORD is against those | who do evil, 
 to erase the remembrance of them | from the earth. 
The righteous cry, and | the LORD hears them 
 and delivers them from | all their troubles. 
The LORD is near to the | brokenhearted 
 and saves those whose spir- | its are crushed.  Refrain 
 
Many are the troubles | of the righteous, 
 but the LORD delivers them from | every one. 
God will keep safe | all their bones; 
 not one of them | shall be broken. 
Evil will bring death | to the wicked 
 and those who hate the righteous | will be punished. 
O LORD, you redeem the life | of your servants, 
 and those who put their trust in you will | not be punished.  Refrain 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Sung before and after the reading of the gospel. 
 

 
 



GOSPEL    John 6:56-69 
 
The holy gospel according to Saint John. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

esus said, “Those who eat my flesh 
and drink my blood abide in me, and I 

in them. 57Just as the living Father sent 
me, and I live because of the Father, so 
whoever eats me will live because of me. 
58This is the bread that came down from 
heaven, not like that which your 
ancestors ate, and they died. But the one 
who eats this bread will live forever.” 
59He said these things while he was 
teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. 
  60When many of his disciples heard it, 
they said, “This teaching is difficult; who 
can accept it?” 61But Jesus, being aware 
that his disciples were complaining about 
it, said to them, “Does this offend you? 
62Then what if you were to see the Son of 
Man ascending to where he was before? 

63It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is 
useless. The words that I have spoken to 
you are spirit and life. 64But among you 
there are some who do not believe.” For 
Jesus knew from the first who were the 
ones that did not believe, and who was 
the one that would betray him. 65And he 
said, “For this reason I have told you that 
no one can come to me unless it is 
granted by the Father.” 
  66Because of this many of his disciples 
turned back and no longer went about 
with him. 67So Jesus asked the twelve, 
“Do you also wish to go away?” 68Simon 
Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can 
we go? You have the words of eternal life. 
69We have come to believe and know 
that you are the Holy One of God.” 

The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON    A period of silence follows, introduced and concluded by bell. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  O Jesus, I Have Promised 
 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in 
need. 

God of courage, bless all leaders of your church. Make them ready to proclaim the gospel 
of peace and strengthen them to preach your loving word. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of creation, bless fields and orchards. Protect the land from drought and bring life-
giving rain to support growth. Instruct your people in wise treatment of the world you 
have provided for all your creatures. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of community, bless all who seek justice between nations and peoples. Give 
guidance to bridge-builders, heal divisions, and inspire cooperation in times of crisis, 
disaster, and war. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of compassion, bless all who are in any need. Accompany all who are lonely and 
feeling abandoned and remind them of your abiding presence. Accompany all who are 
persecuted and exploited and open us to their cries. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of change, bless our transitions. Guide all who are embarking on new stages in life 
such as a new job, new school, or new community. Sustain enduring friendships and 
kindle new relationships and interests. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of comfort, bless all who mourn the deaths of their beloved ones. We give you 
thanks for the saints who have gone before us. Renew our confidence in your promise of 
resurrection and life in the world to come. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 



THE PEACE   The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you.  
 
 
 

+  Meal  +  
 
 
 
 
OFFERING  To avoid multiple people physically contacting the offering plates, your 

gifts of money may be left in the offering plate at the usher’s station near 
the entrance.  Offerings may also be made online as one-time or recurring 
contributions at www.trinitylowereastside.org/give 

 
 
 
OFFERTORY   Be Still and Know 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
Jesus, Bread of life, 
you have set this table with your very self, 
and called us to the feast of plenty. 
Gather what has been sown among us, 
and strengthen us in this meal. 
Make us to be what we receive here, 
your body for the life of the world. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the presiding minister continues with the preface for 
the day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 



 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. 
Come, and feast on God’s love. 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN  Christ, Our Peace 
 

 
 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

May the body and blood of Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
Jesus, Bread of life, 
we have received from your table 
more than we could ever ask. 
As you have nourished us in this meal, 
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 
In your name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+   Sending  + 
 
 
 
 
 
BLESSING 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING HYMN   Lord of Our Life 
     
 

 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
VOLUNTEER AT SAFH Every weekday hundreds of our neighbors come through our doors to 
be fed in our soup kitchen and to receive groceries from our food pantry.  Trinity’s Services and 
Food for the Homeless (SAFH) can only do this essential work with the help of our volunteers, 
who assist in preparing food, serving lunch, and distribute groceries.   
 
As we head into the end of summer we are very low on volunteers, so please consider giving a day 
in service to our community!  Learn more and sign up at www.safhnyc.org/serve 

 
 

 
SAVE THE DATE We are excited to welcome the community to two cultural offerings in our 
beautiful garden this fall: 
On September 25 at 7:00pm mezzosoprano Laura Virella will present a recital of Puerto Rican art 
song to commemorate Grito de Lares, one of the major events in the history of Puerto Rico’s 
independence movement.  Tickets will be $40, $30 for students, and free for kids under 12. 
Oct. 1-4 we join forces with Honey Vic Productions to present Faith Plays, a series of short plays 
by Trinity member Juanda Hall that explore issues of faith and justice.  Suggested donation of $20 
will support Trinity, SAFH, and the Community Fridge. 

 
 
 
SUPPORT THE COMMUNITY FRIDGE! Trinity is proud to host the Loisaida Community Fridge, 
part of a growing movement of addressing food insecurity through mutual aid.  The fridge relies 
on a pool of volunteers and donors who maintain and clean the fridge, donate food, and pick up 
donations. 
If you’d like to sign up to volunteer, visit bit.ly/loisaidafridgesignup 
To support the fridge with financial contributions, venmo @loisaidafridge 
To follow what’s happening at the fridge follow @loisaidafridge on Instagram 
 
 
 
COIN JAR Proceeds from the coin jar in the narthex are used to support the work of Seafarers 
International House (SIH)  to accompany and advocate for immigrants and asylum seekers being 
held in ICE detention centers.  SIH provides spiritual care to those being detained, case 
management, and assistance with housing and connecting with relatives when they are released.  
We are grateful for your generous support of this incredibly important work! 
 
 
 



About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA). We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news of Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, and people of all 
gender identities into ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single status, 
sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse congregation in a 
richly diverse neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are here to share the love 
of Jesus Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into our 
fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, 
Trinity’s Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which 
operates a soup kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 
meals are served each day, and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry Monday 
through Friday. Volunteers are always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze  (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org  Facebook:  Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
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