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Welcome to worship!  We are so glad that you have been led to join us for worship this 
morning, and we believe that your presence among us more fully completes our community.  
Wherever you are on your journey of faith, please know that you are most welcome here, and we 
invite you to fully participate in our life together in whatever way you feel called to do. Our prayer is 
that you find Trinity to be a place where you are welcomed and affirmed in all your fabulous quirks 
and eccentricities, and that you feel truly seen and valued as a fellow child of God, beautifully and 
perfectly created in God’s image!  If you’d like to learn more about how to join us as we seek to 
embody God’s love as a community of Christ, just speak with Pastor Will! 

 

+  +  +   
 

As followers of Jesus, we are called to love our neighbors as we have been loved by God.  We 
believe that loving our neighbors, especially the most vulnerable among us, compels us to show 
great care as we gather for worship in the midst of a global pandemic.  In order to ensure that 
our gathering is as safe as possible and minimizes the spread of disease, we ask you to please 
join us in following these important health and safety protocols: 

• Face coverings must be worn at all times while on Trinity’s property.  Both mouth and 
nose must be fully covered. 

• Please avoid close physical contact with anyone outside of your household, including 
refraining from handshakes or hugs.  Six feet of distance should be observed at all times, 
including at the sharing of the Peace. 

• Because communal singing has been shown to significantly spread COVID through 
airborne particles, all singing will be done by our cantors.  Please refrain from singing, 
even if it’s your favorite hymn, and allow the text and music of the hymns and liturgical 
music to speak to you in your heart and mind. 

• At the distribution of Holy Communion, only the bread will be offered in order to reduce 
contact with the chalice.  Rest assured that receiving Holy Communion “in one kind” is a 
fully effective and valid means of receiving the promise of Christ’s presence and 
forgiveness in the sacrament.  Please remain at your place, and the presiding minister will 
invite you forward.   Keeping your face covering in place, wait until you return to your 
seat to lower your mask and consume the bread. 

• An offering basket is available at the usher’s station at the entrance for your gifts in order 
to avoid passing the offering plates from hand to hand.  We are grateful for your 
generosity! 

 
 
 

 
 



+  Gathering  + 
 
 
KYRIE AND CONFESSION The Kyrie is sung by the cantor while the presiding minister leads the  

assembly in confession. 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
Have mercy, O God, 
against you, you alone, we have sinned. 
In your compassion, cleanse us from our sin and take away our guilt. 
 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
Create in us a new heart and give us a steadfast spirit. 
Do not cast us away, but fill us with your Holy Spirit 
and restore your joy within us. 
 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
As tender as parent to child, so deep is God’s compassion for you. 
As high as heaven is above earth, so vast is God’s love for you. 
As far as east is from west, so far God removes your sin from you, 
renewing your life through Jesus Christ. 
Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love.   
Amen. 
 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
 
 



GREETING  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.   
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world  
and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light,  
that all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

+  Word  + 

 
 

FIRST READING   Numbers 21:4-9 
 

rom Mount Hor the Israelites set out 
by the way to the Red Sea, to go 

around the land of Edom; but the people 
became impatient on the way. 5The 
people spoke against God and against 
Moses, “Why have you brought us up out 
of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For 
there is no food and no water, and we 
detest this miserable food.” 6Then the 
LORD sent poisonous serpents among the 
people, and they bit the people, so that 
many Israelites died. 7The people came to 

Moses and said, “We have sinned by 
speaking against the LORD and against 
you; pray to the LORD to take away the 
serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for 
the people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, 
“Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on 
a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall 
look at it and live.” 9So Moses made a 
serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; 
and whenever a serpent bit someone, 
that person would look at the serpent of 
bronze and live. 

 
Word of God, word of life.   Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM   Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 
The verses are read responsively.  The refrain is sung by the cantor. 

 

 
 

Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good, 
 for God’s mercy endures forever. 
Let the redeemed of the LORD proclaim 
 that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe, 
gathering them in from the lands; 
 from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south. 
Some were fools and took rebellious paths; 
 through their sins they were afflicted. 
They loathed all manner of food 
 and drew near to death’s door. 
Then in their trouble they cried to the LORD 
 and you delivered them from their distress.  Refrain 
 
You sent forth your word and healed them 
 and rescued them from the grave. 
Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love 
 and your wonderful works for all people. 
Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving 
  and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy.  Refrain 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL    John 3:14-21 
 
The holy gospel according to St. John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

esus said: 14“Just as Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness, so must 

the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that 
whoever believes in him may have 
eternal life. 
  16“For God so loved the world that he 
gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may 
have eternal life. 
  17“Indeed, God did not send the Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but 
in order that the world might be saved 
through him. 18Those who believe in him 

are not condemned; but those who do 
not believe are condemned already, 
because they have not believed in the 
name of the only Son of God. 19And this is 
the judgment, that the light has come 
into the world, and people loved 
darkness rather than light because their 
deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate 
the light and do not come to the light, so 
that their deeds may not be exposed. 
21But those who do what is true come to 
the light, so that it may be clearly seen 
that their deeds have been done in God.” 

 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON    Followed by silence for reflection, introduced and concluded by bell. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  What Wondrous Love is This 
 

 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need. 

You sent your Son that the world might know your love through him. Inspire the witness 
of the church throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and 
ministries of service in your name. Bless our partners in ministry, our ELCA global partner 
churches, and Young Adults in Global Mission. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts, wilderness 
areas and cities. Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that feeds hungry 
creatures; bless farmers as they prepare for the growing season. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You sustained your people in the wilderness. Give courage to all who lead in times of 
crisis and scarce resources. Prosper the work of those who aid victims of famine and 
drought. Bring peace in places where scarce resources cause violence. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Your mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially those who are hungry 
or without homes. Give life in places where death seems triumphant; give healing to 
those who are sick and comfort to those who mourn, especially those we name before 
you now, aloud or in the silence of our hearts… Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Your Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. We praise you for 
all who have died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of your promises. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 



THE PEACE The people may greet one another with a wave, a peace sign, a bow of the 
head, or any other sign of peace that allows for physical distancing. 

 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you.  
 
 
 

+  Meal  + 
 
 
OFFERING  To avoid multiple people physically contacting the offering plates, your 

gifts of money may be left in the basket at the usher’s station.  Offerings 
may also be made online at www.trinitylowereastside.org/give as one-time 
or recurring contributions. 

 
 
 
OFFERTORY   Beautiful Things 
    Sung by the cantor. 
 
 
All this pain; I wonder if I’ll ever find my way. 
I wonder if my life could really change at all. 
 
Refrain: 
You make beautiful things,  
you make beautiful things out of the dust. 
You make beautiful things,  
you make beautiful things out of us. 
 
All this earth; could all that is lost ever be found? 
Could a garden come up from this ground at all? Refrain 
 
All around, hope is springing up from this old ground. 
Out of chaos, life is being found in you. Refrain 

 
 
 



OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
Faithful God, 
you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread from 
heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life 
with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the presiding minister continues with the preface for the 
day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, 
God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The presiding minister continues the Eucharistic Prayer, which includes the following responses: 
 

… Your mercy endures forever.  
Your mercy endures forever. 
 
… as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
… in your Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 



THE LORD'S PRAYER 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

INVITATION 
 
Jesus draws the whole world to himself. 
Come to this meal and be fed. 
 
 
COMMUNION All are welcome to receive the Holy Communion.  To reduce the risk of 

infection, only the bread will be offered in the form of gluten-free wafers.  
Please remain at your place until the presiding minister invites you 
forward, keeping your face covering in place and waiting to consume the 
bread until returning to your seat. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God 

 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
May the body and blood of Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 
Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
God of steadfast love, 
at this table you gather your people 
into one body for the sake of the world. 
Send us in the power of your Spirit, 
that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 



+  Sending  + 
 
 
BLESSING 
 
You are what God made you to be: 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
chosen as holy and beloved, 
freed to serve your neighbor. 
 
God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN   Jesus is a Rock in a Weary Land 

found on the following page 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace.  Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA). We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news of Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, and people of all 
gender identities into ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single status, 
sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse congregation in a 
richly diverse neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are here to share the love 
of Jesus Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into our 
fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, 
Trinity’s Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which 
operates a soup kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 
meals are served each day, and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry Monday 
through Friday. Volunteers are always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze  (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org  Facebook:  Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS019188. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 

 
Psalm refrain from The Emergent Psalter by Isaac Everett.  Copyright Isaac Everett, Church Publishing.  Reprinted with permission 
under ONE LICENSE #736903-A. 
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