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Welcome to worship!  We are so glad that you have been led to join us for worship this 
morning, and we believe that your presence among us more fully completes our community.  
Wherever you are on your journey of faith, please know that you are most welcome here, and 
we invite you to fully participate in our life together in whatever way you feel called to do. Our 
prayer is that you find Trinity to be a place where you are welcomed and affirmed in all your 
fabulous quirks and eccentricities, and that you feel truly seen and valued as a fellow child of 
God, beautifully and perfectly created in God’s image!  If you’d like to learn more about how to 
join us as we seek to embody God’s love as a community of Christ, just speak with Pastor Will! 

 
+  +  +   

 
As followers of Jesus, we are called to love our neighbors as we have been loved by God.  
We believe that loving our neighbors, especially the most vulnerable among us, compels us 
to show great care as we gather for worship in the midst of a global pandemic.  In order to 
ensure that our gathering is as safe as possible and minimizes the spread of disease, we ask 
you to please join us in following these important health and safety protocols: 

• Face coverings must be worn at all times while on Trinity’s property.  Both mouth 
and nose must be fully covered. 

• Please avoid close physical contact with anyone outside of your household, 
including refraining from handshakes or hugs.  Six feet of distance should be 
observed at all times, including at the sharing of the Peace. 

• Because communal singing has been shown to significantly spread COVID through 
airborne particles, all singing will be done by our cantors.  Please refrain from 
singing, even if it’s your favorite hymn, and allow the text and music of the hymns 
and liturgical music to speak to you in your heart and mind. 

• At the distribution of Holy Communion, only the bread will be offered in order to 
reduce contact with the chalice.  Rest assured that receiving Holy Communion “in 
one kind” is a fully effective and valid means of receiving the promise of Christ’s 
presence and forgiveness in the sacrament.  Please remain at your place, and the 
presiding minister will come to you with the bread.  Keeping your face covering in 
place, wait until the presiding minister has moved on to the next worshiper to lower 
your mask and consume it. 

• An offering basket is available at the usher’s station at the entrance for your gifts in 
order to avoid passing the offering plates from hand to hand.  We are grateful for 
your generosity! 

 
 



+  Gathering  + 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
whose voice is upon the waters, 
whose mercy is poured out upon all people, 
whose goodness cascades over all creation. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Holy God, 
you search us and know us.  You are acquainted with all our ways. 
We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— 
our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. 
We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love. 
We distrust those who are not like us.  
We exploit the earth and its resources 
and fail to consider generations to come. 
Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left undone. 
Even before the words are on our tongues, you know them; 
receive them in your divine mercy. 
Amen. 
 
How vast is God’s grace! 
Through the power and promise of + Christ Jesus, 
our sins are washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. 
Indeed, we are forgiven. 
In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community 
living out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 
Amen. 
 
 



GATHERING HYMN  O Christ the Healer, We Have Come vv. 1 & 4 
 

 

 
 
GREETING  

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.   
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
 

Let us pray.  
Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and 
continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak 
truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 



 
+  Word  + 

 
 
 
FIRST READING  Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
 

oses said: 15The LORD your God will 
raise up for you a prophet like me 

from among your own people; you shall 
heed such a prophet. 16This is what you 
requested of the LORD your God at Horeb 
on the day of the assembly when you said: 
“If I hear the voice of the LORD my God any 
more, or ever again see this great fire, I will 
die.” 17Then the LORD replied to me: “They 
are right in what they have said. 18I will 
raise up for them a prophet like you from 

among their own people; I will put my 
words in the mouth of the prophet, who 
shall speak to them everything that I 
command. 19Anyone who does not heed 
the words that the prophet shall speak in 
my name, I myself will hold accountable. 
20But any prophet who speaks in the name 
of other gods, or who presumes to speak 
in my name a word that I have not 
commanded the prophet to speak—that 
prophet shall die.” 

 
The word of the Lord.    
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM   Psalm 111 
    The refrain is sung by the cantor. 
 

 
 

 
1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 
 in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 
2Great are your works, O LORD, 
 pondered by all who delight in them. 
3Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, 
 and your righteousness endures forever. 
4You cause your wonders to be remembered; 
 you are gracious and full of compassion. Refrain 
 
5You give food to those who fear you, 
 remembering forever your covenant. 
6You have shown your people the power of your works 
 in giving them the lands of the nations. 
7The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; 
 all of your precepts are sure. 
8They stand fast forever and ever, 
 because they are done in truth and equity. Refrain 



 
9You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever; 
 holy and awesome is your name. 
10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 
 all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures forever. Refrain 
 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL    Mark 1:21-28 
 
The holy gospel according to Saint Mark.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

esus and his disciples went to 
Capernaum; and when the sabbath 

came, he entered the synagogue and 
taught.22They were astounded at his 
teaching, for he taught them as one 
having authority, and not as the scribes. 
23Just then there was in their synagogue a 
man with an unclean spirit, 24and he cried 
out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus 
of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy 
us? I know who you are, the Holy One of 

God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be 
silent, and come out of him!” 26And the 
unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying 
with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They 
were all amazed, and they kept on asking 
one another, “What is this? A new 
teaching—with authority! He commands 
even the unclean spirits, and they obey 
him.” 28At once his fame began to spread 
throughout the surrounding region of 
Galilee. 

 
 
The gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
SERMON    A period of silence follows, introduced and concluded by bell. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  There Is a Balm in Gilead vv. 1 & 3 
 

 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all people in need. 

For all who share the gospel and proclaim freedom in Christ throughout the world: 
prophets, teachers, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders; for the church and its ministries, let 
us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For all God’s works in creation: plants and animals, water and soil, forests and farms; and 
for those tasked with protecting our natural resources and all that exists, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For government and leaders: cities and nations, rescue professionals and legal aid 
attorneys, elected officials and grassroots organizers; for all responsible for the well-being 
of civil society, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit: those who are sick and hospitalized, those 
living with HIV/AIDS, those struggling with mental illness, those who are hungry or 
homeless; for caregivers, hospice workers, and home health aides, and for those we name 
before you now…, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the covenant God made with us in the waters of baptism, in thanksgiving for the 
baptized who have died in the Lord, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one 
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE PEACE The people may greet one another with a wave, a peace sign, a bow of the 
head, or any other sign of peace that allows for physical distancing. 

 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 

+   Meal  +  
 
 
 
 
OFFERING To avoid multiple people physically contacting the offering plates, your gifts 

of money may be left in the basket at the usher’s station.  Offerings may also 
be made online at www.trinitylowereastside.org/give as one-time or 
recurring contributions. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



OFFERTORY SONG Christ, Be Our Light 

 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
O God, 
receive these gifts as you receive us: 
like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide. 
Nourish us anew in your tender care, 
and empower us in faithful service 
to tend to others with this same love, 
through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the presiding minister continues with the preface for the 
day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, 
God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The presiding minister continues the Eucharistic Prayer, which concludes: 
…be all glory and honor, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 



Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. 
Come and be fed. 
 
 
COMMUNION All are welcome to receive the Holy Communion.  To reduce the risk of 

infection, only the bread will be offered in the form of gluten-free wafers.  
Please remain at your place as the presiding minister comes to you, keeping 
your face covering in place and waiting to consume the bread until they have 
moved to the next person. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
May the body and blood of Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 
Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
Christ Jesus, 
at this table we have feasted on your very life 
and are strengthened for our journey. 
Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit 
to proclaim your good news and serve others in your name. 
Amen. 



+  Sending  + 
 
BLESSING 
 

God the creator strengthen you; 
Jesus the beloved fill you; 
and the Holy Spirit the comforter + keep you in peace. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN  Rise, Shine, You People! vv. 1 & 2 
 

 
 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace.  Be the light of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 



ANNUAL MEETING 
 

The Annual Meeting of Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish in the City of New York will 
be held TODAY, January 31 immediately following worship.  This is an important 

opportunity to gather as a congregation to celebrate our life together in the past year, look 
ahead to the future, and approve the budget for 2021. 

 
All voting members in good standing are welcome and encouraged to attend.  To limit our 

time together, the meeting will be as brief as possible. An option to attend via zoom will be 
available for those unable to come in person. 

 
 

 
LENTEN BOOK STUDY 

 
Beginning Wednesday, February 24, we will gather online at 7:30 for a study of Pastor Heidi 
Neumark’s exceptional new book Sanctuary: Being Christian in the Wake of Trump.  All who 
wish to participate are encouraged to purchase their own copy of the book now in order to 

have it in time for our study.   
 

from the publisher: 

Throughout her nearly forty years in ministry, Heidi Neumark has strived to make communities of faith into 
sanctuaries amid the turmoils of life. Now, with the social and political upheaval of the years since Donald 
Trump was elected president, Neumark believes the true Christian calling is to live out a counterpoint to today’s 
prevailing spirits of exclusion and hatred. Using her own bilingual, multicultural congregation as a model, she 
moves through the seasons of the church calendar to reflect on what it looks like to live out essential Christian 
convictions in community with others.  

Sanctuary is an amplifier for the many voices crying out against policies and rhetoric that are cruel, 
dehumanizing, and dangerous. Neumark begins each chapter with a quote from Donald Trump that she defies 
and dismantles with the power of her own stories—anecdotes about offering shelter for queer youth in her 
city, supporting immigrants and asylum-seekers being harassed by ICE, and embracing her church’s diversity 
with a Guadalupe celebration, to name a few. Timely, but also timeless, this book speaks to the deep wounds 
of this era, inflicted before and during the Trump presidency, which will remain long past its end. 

 
 
 
 



About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA). We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news of Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, and people of all 
gender identities into ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single status, 
sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse congregation in a richly 
diverse neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are here to share the love of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into our 
fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, Trinity’s 
Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which operates a soup 
kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 meals are served each 
day, and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry Monday through Friday. Volunteers 
are always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze  (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org  Facebook:  Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
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