
 



Welcome to worship!  We are so glad that you have been led to join us for worship this 
evening as we celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, and we believe that your presence 
among us more fully completes our community.  Wherever you are on your journey of faith, 
please know that you are most welcome here, and we invite you to fully participate in our life 
together in whatever way you feel called to do. Our prayer is that you find Trinity to be a place 
where you are welcomed and affirmed in all your fabulous quirks and eccentricities, and that 
you feel truly seen and valued as a fellow child of God, beautifully and perfectly created in God’s 
image!  If you’d like to learn more about how to join us as we seek to embody God’s love as a 
community of Christ, just speak with Pastor Will! 

 
+  +  +   

 
As followers of Jesus, we are called to love our neighbors as we have been loved by God.  
We believe that loving our neighbors, especially the most vulnerable among us, compels us 
to show great care as we gather for worship in the midst of a global pandemic.  In order to 
ensure that our gathering is as safe as possible and minimizes the spread of disease, we ask 
you to please join us in following these important health and safety protocols: 

• Face coverings must be worn at all times while inside Trinity’s building, and they are 
recommended when gathered with others outdoors.  Both mouth and nose must be fully 
covered. 

• Please avoid close physical contact with anyone outside of your household, including 
refraining from handshakes or hugs.  Six feet of distance should be observed at all times, 
including at the sharing of the Peace. 

• At the distribution of Holy Communion, only the bread will be offered in order to reduce 
contact with the chalice.  Rest assured that receiving Holy Communion “in one kind” is a 
fully effective and valid means of receiving the promise of Christ’s presence and forgiveness 
in the sacrament.  Please remain at your place, and the presiding minister will invite you 
forward.   Keeping your face covering in place, wait until you return to your seat to lower 
your mask and consume the bread. 

• To avoid passing the offering plate from hand to hand, a basket is available for your 
offerings at the entrance to the sanctuary.  We are grateful for your generosity! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



+  Gathering  + 
 

 
PRELUDE 
 
 
OPENING DIALOGUE 
 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, 
on them light has shined. 
We have beheld Christ’s glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father. 
 
To us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
In the Word was life, 
and the life was the light of all people. 
 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN  O Come, All Ye Faithful 
 

 
 
 



 



THE GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  Angels We Have Heard on High 
 
Angels we have heard on high,  
sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply,  
echoing their joyous strains. 
refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see 
him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the newborn king. 
refrain 
 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God,  
you gave us your only Son to take on our human nature 
and to illumine the world with your light.  
By your grace adopt us as your children and enlighten us with your Spirit,  
through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+  Word  + 
 
 
 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 52:7-10 
 

ow beautiful upon the mountains are 
the feet of the messenger who 

announces peace, who brings good news, 
who announces salvation, who says to 
Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
        8Listen! Your sentinels lift up their 
voices, together they sing for joy; for in 
plain sight they see the return of 

the Lord to Zion.  9Break forth together 
into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for 
the Lord has comforted his people, he has 
redeemed Jerusalem. 
 10The Lord has bared his holy arm 
before the eyes of all the nations; and all 
the ends of the earth shall see the 
salvation of our God. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
SECOND READING  Hebrews 1:1-4 
 

ong ago God spoke to our ancestors in 
many and various ways by the 

prophets, 2but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by a Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, through 
whom he also created the worlds. 3He is 
the reflection of God’s glory and the exact 

imprint of God’s very being, and he 
sustains all things by his powerful word. 
When he had made purification for sins, he 
sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 
on high, 4having become as much superior 
to angels as the name he has inherited is 
more excellent than theirs. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Sung before and after the reading of the Gospel. 
 

 

 
I am bringing you good news of great joy for | all the people:*  

to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messi- | ah, the Lord. 
 

 
THE GOSPEL   John 1:1-14 
 
The holy gospel according to St. John.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

n the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2He was in the beginning with 
God. 3All things came into being through 
him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being 4in 
him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. 5The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overcome it. 
  6There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. 7He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all 
might believe through him. 8He himself 
was not the light, but he came to testify to 
the light. 9The true light, which enlightens 

everyone, was coming into the world. 
  10He was in the world, and the world 
came into being through him; yet the 
world did not know him. 11He came to 
what was his own, and his own people did 
not accept him. 12But to all who received 
him, who believed in his name, he gave 
power to become children of God, 13who 
were born, not of blood or of the will of 
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
  14And the Word became flesh and lived 
among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace 
and truth. 

 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON    
 
 
REFLECTION The sermon is  followed by a period of reflection including the reading of an 

original liturgical poem by parishioner John Linstrom.  The reflection is 
introduced and concluded by the ringing of a bell. 

 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  From Heaven Above 
 

 
 

 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, let us 
pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 
The rocks and streams proclaim your praise. Attune us to the joyful sounds and groaning of 
your creation. Stir us to tend the earth wisely, that the whole earth may dwell in 
abundance and peace. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Your messengers declare your joy to the world. Embolden leaders and nations to make 
your justice and peace known throughout the earth. Uphold justice advocates and social 
service providers who risk their safety to help others. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You choose those regarded as lowly to tell the good news of your love. Pour out your 
mercy and care on all who are sick, grieving, struggling, and the elderly who live alone.  Be 
near to those we name before you now, aloud or in the silence of our hearts.  Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You abide with your people in times of trouble. Accompany families and children who have 
nowhere to turn. Strengthen this congregation and local ministries in their care for those 
fleeing danger, abuse, or neglect. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Your grace and mercy extend to all. Give comfort to those who mourn, and assure them of 
the peace you have granted those who have gone before us. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, confident 
of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 



+  Meal   + 
 
 
OFFERING  To avoid passing the offering plates from hand to hand, your gifts of money 

may be left in the offering plate at the usher’s station near the entrance.  
Offerings may also be made online as one-time or recurring contributions at 
www.trinitylowereastside.org/give or by using the QR code below. 

 

 
 
 
OFFERTORY SONG  Go Tell it On the Mountain 

 
 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
Gracious God, 
your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 
As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, prepare us to receive the grace and truth 
you offer at this table and renew in us the song of your salvation, 
in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the presiding minister continues with the preface for the 
day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
LAMB OF GOD  The assembly is seated. 
 

 
 

 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, 
come, see what God makes known for you. 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN  ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime 
 

 
 

 
 

 



BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
 
May the body and blood of Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.  Amen. 
 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, 
God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. 
As we have shared this feast of love, 
strengthen us to share your love with all the world. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
CANDLELIGHT HYMN Silent Night 

As the light is brought from the Paschal Candle, please share it with those 
around you.  Candles may be extinguished following the Benediction. 
 

1) Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

2) Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 
3) Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love's pure light 
radiant beams from your holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 

 
 



+  Sending  + 
 

 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
May Christ, who by his incarnation has filled us with grace and truth, 
give you peace this Christmas and always. 
Almighty God, Father,   Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN  Joy to the World 
    Found on the following page. 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace.  Christ is born!   
Thanks be to God. 
 



 



About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA). We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news of Jesus’ 
life, death, and resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, and people 
of all genders into ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single 
status, sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse 
congregation in a richly diverse neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are 
here to share the love of Jesus Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into our 
fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, 
Trinity’s Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which 
operates a soup kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 
meals are served each day, and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry Monday 
through Friday. Volunteers are always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Our Schedule: 
Mon – Fri:  11am, Soup Kitchen; 12:30pm, Food Pantry 
Tues:   7:30pm, Alcoholics Anonymous 
Thurs:   7:30pm, Alcoholics Anonymous 
Sun:   11am, Worship Service 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze  (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org  Facebook:  Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
 
 


