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Welcome to worship!  We are so glad that you have been led to join us for worship this 
evening as we celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, and we believe that your presence 
among us more fully completes our community.  Wherever you are on your journey of faith, 
please know that you are most welcome here, and we invite you to fully participate in our life 
together in whatever way you feel called to do. Our prayer is that you find Trinity to be a place 
where you are welcomed and affirmed in all your fabulous quirks and eccentricities, and that 
you feel truly seen and valued as a fellow child of God, beautifully and perfectly created in God’s 
image!  If you’d like to learn more about how to join us as we seek to embody God’s love as a 
community of Christ, just speak with Pastor Will! 

 
+  +  +   

 
As followers of Jesus, we are called to love our neighbors as we have been loved by God.  
We believe that loving our neighbors, especially the most vulnerable among us, compels us 
to show great care as we gather for worship in the midst of a global pandemic.  In order to 
ensure that our gathering is as safe as possible and minimizes the spread of disease, we ask 
you to please join us in following these important health and safety protocols: 

• Face coverings must be worn at all times while inside Trinity’s building, and they are 
recommended when gathered with others outdoors.  Both mouth and nose must be fully 
covered. 

• Please avoid close physical contact with anyone outside of your household, including 
refraining from handshakes or hugs.  Six feet of distance should be observed at all times, 
including at the sharing of the Peace. 

• At the distribution of Holy Communion, only the bread will be offered in order to reduce 
contact with the chalice.  Rest assured that receiving Holy Communion “in one kind” is a 
fully effective and valid means of receiving the promise of Christ’s presence and forgiveness 
in the sacrament.  Please remain at your place, and the presiding minister will invite you 
forward.   Keeping your face covering in place, wait until you return to your seat to lower 
your mask and consume the bread. 

• To avoid passing the offering plate from hand to hand, a basket is available for your 
offerings at the entrance to the sanctuary.  We are grateful for your generosity! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



+  Gathering  + 
 

 
PRELUDE 
 
 
OPENING DIALOGUE 
 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, 
on them light has shined. 
We have beheld Christ’s glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father. 
 
To us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
In the Word was life, 
and the life was the light of all people. 
 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice   ELW 288 
 

 
 
THE GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray.  
Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God,  
and open our minds to the knowledge of your word,  
that in all things we may think and act according to your good will  
and may live continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

+  Lessons and Carols   + 
 
 
 

LESSON    Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

he people who walked in 
darkness have seen a great 

light; those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness —  on them light has 
shined.  3You have multiplied the 
nation, you have increased its joy; they 
rejoice before you as with joy at the 
harvest, as people exult when dividing 
plunder.  4For the yoke of their burden, 
and the bar across their shoulders, 
 the rod of their oppressor, you have 
broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all the 
boots of the tramping warriors and all the 
garments rolled in blood shall be burned 

as fuel for the fire.  6For a child has been 
born for us, a son given to us; authority 
rests upon his shoulders;  and he is 
named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.  7His authority shall grow 
continually, and there shall be endless 
peace for the throne of David and his 
kingdom.  He will establish and uphold 
it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time onward and 
forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of 
hosts will do this.

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
CAROL    Once in Royal David’s City    ELW 269 
    vv. 1 & 2 

T 



LESSON   1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 

amuel was ministering before 
the Lord, a boy wearing a linen 

ephod. 19His mother used to make for him 
a little robe and take it to him each year, 
when she went up with her husband to 
offer the yearly sacrifice. 20Then Eli would 
bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May 

the Lord repay you with children by this 
woman for the gift that she made to 
the Lord”; and then they would return to 
their home. 
  26Now the boy Samuel continued to 
grow both in stature and in favor with 
the Lord and with the people. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
CAROL    Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming   ELW 272 
    vv. 1 & 4 
 

LESSON   Colossians 3:12-17 

s God’s chosen ones, holy and 
beloved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one 
another and, if anyone has a complaint 
against another, forgive each other; just as 
the Lord has forgiven you, so you also 
must forgive. 14Above all, clothe 
yourselves with love, which binds 
everything together in perfect 
harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule 

in your hearts, to which indeed you were 
called in the one body. And be 
thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly; teach and admonish one 
another in all wisdom; and with gratitude 
in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and 
spiritual songs to God. 17And whatever you 
do, in word or deed, do everything in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

CAROL    On Christmas Night     ELW 274 
    vv. 1 & 4 
 

S 

A 



LESSON   Luke 2:21-36 
 

fter eight days had passed, it was time 
to circumcise the child; and he was 

called Jesus, the name given by the angel 
before he was conceived in the womb. 
22When the time came for their 
purification according to the law of 
Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem 
to present him to the Lord 23(as it is 
written in the law of the Lord, "Every 
firstborn male shall be designated as holy 
to the Lord"), 24and they offered a 
sacrifice according to what is stated in the 
law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or 
two young pigeons." 
25Now there was a man in Jerusalem 
whose name was Simeon; this man was 
righteous and devout, looking forward to 
the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit rested on him. 26It had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not see death before he had seen 
the Lord's Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, 
Simeon came into the temple; and when 
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to 

do for him what was customary under the 
law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and 
praised God, saying, 
 29"Master, now you are dismissing your 
servant in peace,  according to your word; 
 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
 31which you have prepared in the 
presence of all peoples,  32a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles  and for glory to 
your people Israel." 
33And the child's father and mother were 
amazed at what was being said about 
him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said 
to his mother Mary, "This child is destined 
for the falling and the rising of many in 
Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of 
many will be revealed — and a sword will 
pierce your own soul too." 
36There was also a prophet, Anna the 
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
She was of a great age, having lived with 
her husband seven years after her 
marriage. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
CAROL    O Little Town of Bethlehem    ELW 279 
    vv. 1 & 4 
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LESSON   Luke 2:41-52 
 

ow every year Jesus’ parents went to 
Jerusalem for the festival of the 

Passover. 42And when he was twelve years 
old, they went up as usual for the 
festival. 43When the festival was ended 
and they started to return, the boy Jesus 
stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his 
parents did not know it. 44Assuming that 
he was in the group of travelers, they went 
a day’s journey. Then they started to look 
for him among their relatives and 
friends. 45When they did not find him, they 
returned to Jerusalem to search for 
him. 46After three days they found him in 
the temple, sitting among the teachers, 
listening to them and asking them 
questions. 47And all who heard him were 

amazed at his understanding and his 
answers. 48When his parents saw him they 
were astonished; and his mother said to 
him, “Child, why have you treated us like 
this? Look, your father and I have been 
searching for you in great anxiety.” 49He 
said to them, “Why were you searching for 
me? Did you not know that I must be in my 
Father’s house?” 50But they did not 
understand what he said to them. 51Then 
he went down with them and came to 
Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His 
mother treasured all these things in her 
heart. 
  52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in 
years, and in divine and human favor. 

 
 
CAROL    Of the Father’s Love Begotten   ELW 295 
    vv. 1 & 5 
 
 
REFLECTION The lessons and carols are followed  by a period of reflection including the 

reading of an original liturgical poem by parishioner John Linstrom.  The 
reflection is introduced and concluded by the ringing of a bell. 

 
 

Strange Praise 
 
 
And here comes the Moon, praising again, 
in its heavy swing, piercing silver, parroting 
the Sun’s song, somewhere below. 
The other stars get in on it too, sing their orbits 
 
 

N 



like thumbs to wet wine glasses, even 
what seems like darkness hums 
and breaks out there: praise. How fixed 
their bounds, how strange! And on this rock, 
 
its deepest brines, gargantua, leviathan, 
they sing (say praise!) to the beat of barnacles 
and slimes that slip from in and out their tiny holes, 
while far above come down the tempest skies 
 
of fire, ice, and water, plasma solid liquid dance 
in ways outside of you and me, and let us note 
the rumpled land, trees gnarled wild 
and trees that human hands have pruned, 
 
and cattle leap and dance, like rats! as Dillard wrote, 
and rats dance too, panthers and pigeons, 
limbless snakes and birds of strangest arm, 
what weird delights! (What praise!) Praise what?1 
 
You’ll never know these sounds, so let them ring. 
Your ears are shut, so smile at everything. 
 
Humble up!2 Shut off that science prurient, 
take seat beside the twelve-year-old whose eyes 
see farther stars than yours.3 Don’t try to get it. 
Child, put on your linen ephod.4 Peace and quiet 
 
rule your heart. And be thankful!5 The moon 
is out and loving you again. Clothe yourself 
in those rays (be still!), observe your meekness 
from above (what praise!), and loving, put on love.6 

                                                       
1 First five stanzas: Psalm 148.1-10. 
2 Colossians 3.12. 
3 Luke 2.42, 46-47. 
4 1 Samuel 2.18. 
5 Colossians 3.15. 
6 Colossians 3.14, 12. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, let us 
pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 
 
You come to us in gatherings of your church across the globe. Unite us with those who 
celebrate your birth even when they are weighed down by grief, loss, poverty, hunger, or 
injustice. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You come to us in the diverse splendor of the universe. Grant us the humility to trust our 
place in the network of creation, that we live in service to you and the natural world. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You come to us through people whom the world forgets. Poor shepherds and an 
imprisoned Paul announced your good news. Send your Spirit to all who are imprisoned, 
struggling with addiction, unwell, or in any need this day, especially those we name before 
you now, aloud or in the silence of our hearts... Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You come to us in acts of justice and forgiveness. Open our hearts to forgive one another, 
without permitting injustice. Supply us with the wisdom to be clothed with love, binding all 
things together in perfect harmony. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You come to us through those who have died yet live with you forever. We give thanks for 
Stephen, deacon and martyr, who gave his life to tell the story of your love. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, confident 
of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 



THE PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
 
 

+   Meal   + 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING  To avoid multiple people physically contacting the offering plates, your gifts 

of money may be left in the offering plate at the usher’s station near the 
entrance.  Offerings may also be made online as one-time or recurring 
contributions at www.trinitylowereastside.org/give or by using the QR code 
below. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERTORY SONG  Go Tell it On the Mountain 
 

 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
Gracious God, 
your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 
As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, prepare us to receive the grace and truth 
you offer at this table and renew in us the song of your salvation, 
in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the presiding minister continues with the preface for the 
day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
LAMB OF GOD  The assembly is seated. 
 

 
 

 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, 
come, see what God makes known for you. 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN  In the Bleak Midwinter    ELW 294
  
 

 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
 
May the body and blood of Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.  Amen. 
 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, 
God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. 
As we have shared this feast of love, 
strengthen us to share your love with all the world. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
+  Sending  + 

 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
May Christ, who by his incarnation has filled us with grace and truth, 
give you peace this Christmas and always. 
Almighty God, Father,   Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN  Love Has Come     ELW 292
  
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace.  Christ is born!   
Thanks be to God. 
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