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Welcome to worship!  We are so glad that you have been led to join us for worship 
this morning, and we believe that your presence among us more fully completes our 
community.  Wherever you are on your journey of faith, please know that you are most 
welcome here, and we invite you to fully participate in our life together in whatever way you 
feel called to do. Our prayer is that you find Trinity to be a place where you are welcomed and 
affirmed in all your fabulous quirks and eccentricities, and that you feel truly seen and valued 
as a fellow child of God, beautifully and perfectly created in God’s image!  If you’d like to learn 
more about how to join us as we seek to embody God’s love as a community of Christ, just 
speak with Pastor Will! 

 
+  +  +   

 
As followers of Jesus, we are called to love our neighbors as we have been loved by God.  
We believe that loving our neighbors, especially the most vulnerable among us, compels 
us to show great care as we gather for worship in the midst of a global pandemic.  In 
order to ensure that our gathering is as safe as possible and minimizes the spread of 
disease, we ask you to please join us in following these important health and safety 
protocols: 

• Face coverings must be worn at all times while inside Trinity’s building, and they are 
recommended when gathered with others outdoors.  Both mouth and nose must be fully 
covered. 

• Please avoid close physical contact with anyone outside of your household, including 
refraining from handshakes or hugs.  Six feet of distance should be observed at all times, 
including at the sharing of the Peace. 

• At the distribution of Holy Communion, only the bread will be offered in order to reduce 
contact with the chalice.  Rest assured that receiving Holy Communion “in one kind” is a 
fully effective and valid means of receiving the promise of Christ’s presence and 
forgiveness in the sacrament.  Please remain at your place, and the presiding minister will 
invite you forward.   Keeping your face covering in place, wait until you return to your 
seat to lower your mask and consume the bread. 

• To avoid passing the offering plate from hand to hand, a basket is available for your 
offerings at the entrance to the sanctuary or garden.  We are grateful for your 
generosity! 

 
 
 
 

 



+  Gathering  + 
 
 
PRELUDE   At the conclusion of the prelude, please stand at the ringing of the bell. 
 
GATHERING HYMN  All Creatures Worship God Most High 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 
GREETING  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.   
 
 
THE BLESSING OF ANIMALS 
 
Let us pray. 
Gracious God, in your love you created us in your image and made us stewards of the 
animals that live in the skies, the earth, and the sea. Bless us in our care for our pets and 
animals. Help us recognize your power and wisdom in the variety of creatures that live in 
our world, and hear our prayer for all that suffer overwork, hunger, and ill-treatment. 
Protect your creatures, and guard them from all evil, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
All those with animals present are welcome to come forward for an individual blessing, using these words: 
Name, may you be blessed in the name of God who created you, and may you and those 
who love you enjoy life together with our God. 
 
After all have returned to their places, the presiding minister concludes the blessing: 
As God has blessed you with these pets, so may they be blessed by your love and care.  
And the blessing of Almighty God the + holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one 
who heals us, the one who reforms us again and again, be with you now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
All animals are welcome to stay for the entire service, but those who cannot are welcome to 

leave at this time. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 



+  Word  + 
 
 
 
READING  Genesis 1:1, 20-28 
 

n the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth, 20And God said, 

"Let the waters bring forth swarms of 
living creatures, and let birds fly above 
the earth across the dome of the sky." 
21So God created the great sea monsters 
and every living creature that moves, of 
every kind, with which the waters swarm, 
and every winged bird of every kind. And 
God saw that it was good. 22God blessed 
them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply 
and fill the waters in the seas, and let 
birds multiply on the earth." 23And there 
was evening and there was morning, the 
fifth day. 
       24And God said, "Let the earth bring 
forth living creatures of every kind: cattle 
and creeping things and wild animals of 
the earth of every kind." And it was so. 
25God made the wild animals of the earth 
of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, 

and everything that creeps upon the 
ground of every kind. And God saw that it 
was good. 
       26Then God said, "Let us make 
humankind in our image, according to 
our likeness; and let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the 
birds of the air, and over the cattle, and 
over all the wild animals of the earth, and 
over every creeping thing that creeps 
upon the earth." 
       27So God created humankind in God’s 
image, in the image of God he created 
them;  male and female he created them. 
28God blessed them, and God said to 
them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill 
the earth and subdue it; and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the air and over every 
living thing that moves upon the earth.

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM    Psalm 8 
The psalm is sung responsively 

 
 

 
 

 

O | LORD our Lord, 
 how majestic is your name in | all the earth!— 
you whose glory is chanted above the heavens  
out of the mouths of in- | fants and children; 
 you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe | and avenger. 
When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers, 
 the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses, 
what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them, 
 human beings that you should | care for them?  Refrain 
 
Yet you have made them little less | than divine; 
 with glory and hon- | or you crown them. 
You have made them rule over the works | of your hands; 
 you have put all things un- | der their feet: 
all | flocks and cattle, 
 even the wild beasts | of the field, 
the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea, 
 and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea. 
O | LORD our Lord, 
 how majestic is your name in | all the earth! Refrain 
 
 
 
 
 



CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Sung before and after the reading of the gospel. 
 

 
 
 
GOSPEL     Matthew 2:1-5 
 
The holy gospel according to Saint Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

hen they had come near Jerusalem 
and had reached Bethphage, at the 

Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 
2saying to them, "Go into the village 
ahead of you, and immediately you will 
find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; 
untie them and bring them to me. 3If 
anyone says anything to you, just say this, 

'The Lord needs them.' And he will send 
them immediately." 4This took place to 
fulfill what had been spoken through the 
prophet, saying, 
 5"Tell the daughter of Zion, 
 Look, your king is coming to you, 
 humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
 and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 

 
The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON    A period of silence follows, introduced and concluded by bell. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Let All Things Now Living 
 

 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in 
need. 

The following response Óyenos, Señor (Hear us, Lord) is sung throughout the prayers as indicated: 

 

Increase the faith of your church. Give us courage when we are reticent in sharing your 
love. Renew in us your holy calling, according to your own purpose and grace 
 
Tend the garden of your creation that teems with all kinds of life. Restore us as 
caretakers of animals and plants, mindful of the generations to come.  
 
Destruction and violence are ever before us, and strife and contention rise up in many 
nations. Draw to yourself all the people of the world, emboldening them to strive for 
peaceful and just solutions to conflict. Sung Response 
 
You promise life and wholeness to those who wait patiently for you, and you hear those 
who cry out to you for help. Heal the sick, bind up the brokenhearted, and attend to all in 
need of your care, especially those we name before you now, aloud or in the silence of 
our hearts...  
 
We remember with gratitude the faithful who have guided the next generations. Gather 
us and all your holy ones into the eternal, risen life in Christ.  Sung Response 
 
Trusting and delighting in you, we commend all our lives into your loving hands. We offer 
these prayers in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



THE PEACE   The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you.  
 
 
 
 

+  Meal  +  
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING  To avoid multiple people physically contacting the offering plates, your 

gifts of money may be left in the offering plate at the usher’s station near 
the entrance.  Offerings may also be made online as one-time or recurring 
contributions at www.trinitylowereastside.org/give or by using the QR 
code below. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERTORY   Take My Life, That I May Be 
    Toma, oh Dios, my voluntad 
 

 



OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, 
you cause streams to break forth in the desert 
and manna to rain from the heavens. 
Accept the gifts you have first given us. 
Unite them with the offering of our lives 
to nourish the world you love so dearly; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the presiding minister continues with the preface for 
the day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 



 
 
 
 



The presiding minister continues with the Eucharistic Prayer,  
which includes the following responses: 
 
…with every breath. 
We praise you, O God. 
 
…into the future. 
We bless you, O God. 
 
…with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 
 
…we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
…by your Spirit, in your church, without end. 
Amen. 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 



LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

All who hunger and thirst, come. 
The table is ready. 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN  Come to the Table 
 

 



POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

May the body and blood of Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. Amen. 
 

 
PRAYER OF SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
 
Let us pray. 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.  
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;  
where there is injury, pardon;  
where there is doubt, faith;  
where there is despair, hope;  
where there is darkness, light;  
where there is sadness, joy. 
 
O, Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;  
to be understood as to understand;  
to be loved as to love;  
For it is in giving that we receive;  
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;  
it is in dying that we are born again to eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 

+   Sending  + 
 
 
 
BLESSING 
 

People of God, 
you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. 
The holy Trinity, + one God, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 



SENDING HYMN   All Thing Bright and Beautiful 
 

 
    
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
WELCOME, CHILDREN! 
Here at Trinity we take seriously Jesus’ words “Let the little children come to me” – in fact, it’s 
even inscribed around our baptismal font (in German!).  We delight to welcome worshipers of all 
ages, even those who are a bit noisy and fidgety!  Families may worship in any part of our 
sanctuary, but a special area with kid’s tables has been prepared just for the youngest among us, 
complete with activity pages, crayons and pencils.  

• On the first and third Sundays of each month, kids are welcome to join Sunday School.  
Before the reading of the gospel and sermon, students will join their leaders downstairs 
or in the garden for a time of learning, exploration and crafts and will join us again in 
worship in time for Holy Communion. 

• On the other Sundays of the month, children will be invited forward to join Pastor Will for 
a special children’s sermon,  bringing to life the day’s themes in ways kids will 
understand. 

 
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS, Sunday October 10 
This year we are offering two opportunities for your furry friends to receive a blessing: 
At 11:00 all pets and their families are welcome to join us for our full Sunday morning service 
which will include a blessing. 
At 1:00 a more brief service of blessing will be held outdoors in our garden. 
 
Save the Date: OKTOBERFEST, Sunday October 24 
Right after worship we will gather for some tasty German food and beer in celebration of 
Trinity’s German heritage.  Bring your appetites and your good cheer! 
 
SUPPORT THE COMMUNITY FRIDGE!  
If you’d like to sign up to volunteer, visit bit.ly/loisaidafridgesignup 
To support the fridge with financial contributions, venmo @loisaidafridge 
To follow what’s happening at the fridge follow @loisaidafridge on Instagram 
 
COIN JAR  
Proceeds from the coin jar in the narthex are used to support the work of Seafarers International 
House (SIH)  to accompany and advocate for immigrants and asylum seekers being held in ICE 
detention centers.  SIH provides spiritual care to those being detained, case management, and 
assistance with housing and connecting with relatives when they are released.  We are grateful 
for your generous support of this incredibly important work! 
 
 
 



About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA). We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news of Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, and people of all 
gender identities into ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single status, 
sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse congregation in a 
richly diverse neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are here to share the love 
of Jesus Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into our 
fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, 
Trinity’s Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which 
operates a soup kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 
meals are served each day, and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry Monday 
through Friday. Volunteers are always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze  (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org  Facebook:  Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
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