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Welcome to worship!  We are so glad that you have been led to join us for worship this 
morning, and we believe that your presence among us more fully completes our community.  
Wherever you are on your journey of faith, please know that you are most welcome here, and 
we invite you to fully participate in our life together in whatever way you feel called to do. Our 
prayer is that you find Trinity to be a place where you are welcomed and affirmed in all your 
fabulous quirks and eccentricities, and that you feel truly seen and valued as a fellow child of 
God, beautifully and perfectly created in God’s image!  If you’d like to learn more about how to 
join us as we seek to embody God’s love as a community of Christ, just speak with Pastor Will! 

 
+  +  +   

 
As followers of Jesus, we are called to love our neighbors as we have been loved by God.  
We believe that loving our neighbors, especially the most vulnerable among us, compels us 
to show great care as we gather for worship in the midst of a global pandemic.  In order to 
ensure that our gathering is as safe as possible and minimizes the spread of disease, we ask 
you to please join us in following these important health and safety protocols: 

• Face coverings must be worn at all times while on Trinity’s property.  Both mouth 
and nose must be fully covered. 

• Please avoid close physical contact with anyone outside of your household, 
including refraining from handshakes or hugs.  Six feet of distance should be 
observed at all times, including at the sharing of the Peace. 

• Because communal singing has been shown to significantly spread COVID through 
airborne particles, all singing will be done by our cantors.  Please refrain from 
singing, even if it’s your favorite hymn, and allow the text and music of the hymns 
and liturgical music to speak to you in your heart and mind. 

• At the distribution of Holy Communion, only the bread will be offered in order to 
reduce contact with the chalice.  Rest assured that receiving Holy Communion “in 
one kind” is a fully effective and valid means of receiving the promise of Christ’s 
presence and forgiveness in the sacrament.  Please remain at your place, and the 
presiding minister will come to you with the bread.  Keeping your face covering in 
place, wait until the presiding minister has moved on to the next worshiper to lower 
your mask and consume it. 

• An offering basket is available at the usher’s station at the entrance for your gifts in 
order to avoid passing the offering plates from hand to hand.  We are grateful for 
your generosity! 

 
 



+  Gathering  + 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and 
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, 
you are the everlasting wellspring, you are the fire of rebirth. 
Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. 
 
Here particular bodies or sources of water may be named. 
 
Honor to you for cloud and rain, for dew and snow. 
Your waters are below us, around us, above us: our life is born in you. 
You are the fountain of resurrection. 
Praise to you for your saving waters: 
Noah and the animals survive the flood, Hagar discovers your well. 
The Israelites escape through the sea, and they drink from your gushing rock. 
Naaman washes his leprosy away, 
and the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty again. 
Praise to you for the water of baptism and for your Word 
that saves us in this sacrament. 
Breathe your Spirit into all who are gathered here and into all creation. 
Illumine our days. Enliven our bones. Dry our tears. 
Wash away the sin within us, and drown the evil around us. 
Satisfy all our thirst with your living water, Jesus Christ, our Savior, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 



GATHERING HYMN  O Living Breath of God vv. 1 & 3 
  

 
 

 
 

GREETING  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.   
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  
Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness,  
your voice moves over the waters.  
Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit,  
that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

+  Word  + 
 
 
 
FIRST READING   Genesis 1:1-5 
 

n the beginning when God created the 
heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a 

formless void and darkness covered the 
face of the deep, while a wind from God 
swept over the face of the waters. 3Then 
God said, “Let there be light”; and there 

was light. 4And God saw that the light was 
good; and God separated the light from 
the darkness. 5God called the light Day, 
and the darkness he called Night. And 
there was evening and there was morning, 
the first day. 

 
The word of the Lord.    
Thanks be to God. 

I 



PSALM   Psalm 29 
    The refrain is sung by the cantor. 
 

 
 

 
Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, 
 ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; 
 worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of  glory thunders; 
 the LORD is upon the  mighty waters. 
The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; 
 the voice of the LORD is a  voice of splendor.  Refrain 
 
The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; 
 the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
the LORD makes Lebanon skip  like a calf, 
 and Mount Hermon like a  young wild ox. 
The voice of the LORD 
 bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 
 the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. Refrain 



The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 
 And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 
The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; 
 the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore. 
O LORD, give strength to your people; 
 give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace. Refrain 
 

 

 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

 

 
A voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, | the Beloved,* with whom I | am well pleased.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL    Mark 1:4-11 
 
The holy gospel according to Saint Mark.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

ohn the baptizer appeared in the 
wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
5And people from the whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and 
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 6Now John was 
clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather 
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts 
and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one 
who is more powerful than I is coming 

after me; I am not worthy to stoop down 
and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have 
baptized you with water; but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
  9In those days Jesus came from 
Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 
John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was 
coming up out of the water, he saw the 
heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him. 11And a 
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, 
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 
 
The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON    A period of silence follows, introduced and concluded by bell. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

J 



HYMN OF THE DAY  When Jesus Came to Jordan vv. 1 & 2 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all people in need. 

For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy Spirit they 
proclaim the forgiveness of sins, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that God’s 
goodness is revealed through creation and faithful stewards care for all God has made,  
let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and night, and for 
peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire all people to use their strength wisely,  
let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those who show 
them mercy, for the lonely and those who provide companionship, for all who suffer, that 
God shower compassion, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the congregation gathered here, for students returning to school, for those seeking 
renewal in their daily work, that all the beloved of God experience grace and peace,  
let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that their witness 
inspire us in our baptismal vocations, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
-- 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one 
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 



 
THE PEACE The people may greet one another with a wave, a peace sign, a bow of the 

head, or any other sign of peace that allows for physical distancing. 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 

+   Meal  +  
 
 
 
 
OFFERING To avoid multiple people physically contacting the offering plates, your gifts 

of money may be left in the basket at the usher’s station.  Offerings may also 
be made online at www.trinitylowereastside.org/give as one-time or 
recurring contributions. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERTORY SONG  Christ, Be Our Light 

 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
Gracious God, 
you came to us as one unknown, 
bringing joy and salvation to the earth. 
Nourish us at your banquet table, 
that with all who welcome your birth 
we may proclaim your peace, 
revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the presiding minister continues with the preface for the 
day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, 
God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The presiding minister continues the Eucharistic Prayer, which concludes: 
…be all glory and honor, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 



Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
The Word is revealed in a manger, in simple bread and wine. 
Come meet Christ in this meal. 
 
 
COMMUNION All are welcome to receive the Holy Communion.  To reduce the risk of 

infection, only the bread will be offered in the form of gluten-free wafers.  
Please remain at your place as the presiding minister comes to you, keeping 
your face covering in place and waiting to consume the bread until they have 
moved to the next person. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God 

 
 

 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
May the body and blood of Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 
Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us from your very self 
with the body and blood of Christ. Through this mystery, send us forth 
to proclaim your promise to a world in need, through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 



 
 

+  Sending  + 
 
 
BLESSING 
 
Almighty God, 
who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, 
proclaimed joy through the angels, 
sent the shepherds with good news, 
and led the magi by a star, 
bless you this day + through the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN  Wade in the Water 
    found on the following page. 

 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace.  Share the gift of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA). We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news of Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, and people of all 
gender identities into ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single status, 
sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse congregation in a richly 
diverse neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are here to share the love of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into our 
fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, Trinity’s 
Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which operates a soup 
kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 meals are served each 
day, and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry Monday through Friday. Volunteers 
are always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze  (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org  Facebook:  Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
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