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+  Gathering  + 

 
 
 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 
 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the + Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. 
In your Son, Emmanuel, you have shown us your light 
and saved us from the power of sin. 
Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. 
Increase our longing for your presence, 
that at the celebration of your Son’s birth 
his Spirit might dwell anew in our midst, 
for he is our light and our salvation. 
Blessed be God forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DIALOGUE AND DOXOLOGY 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+  Psalmody  + 
 
 

 
 
 
PSALM    Luke 1:46b-55  The Magnificat 

 
 

My soul proclaims the greatness | of the Lord, 
 my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior, 
for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your | lowly servant. 
 From this day all generations will | call me blessed: 
you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me 
 and holy | is your name. 
You have mercy on | those who fear you, 
 from generation to | generation. 
 
You have shown strength | with your arm 
 and scattered the proud in | their conceit, 
casting down the mighty | from their thrones 
 and lifting | up the lowly. 
You have filled the hungry | with good things 
 and sent the rich | away empty. 
You have come to the aid of your | servant Israel, 
 to remember the prom- | ise of mercy, 
the promise made | to our forebears, 
 to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever. 
 
 
 



HYMN  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel vv. 1-4 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+  Readings  + 
 
 
 
 
READING    Micah 5:2-5a 
 

ut you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
who are one of the little clans of 

Judah, from you shall come forth for me 
one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin 
is from of old, from ancient days. 
3Therefore he shall give them up until the 
time when she who is in labor has 
brought forth; then the rest of his 

kindred shall return to the people of 
Israel. 4And he shall stand and feed his 
flock in the strength of the LORD, in the 
majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he 
shall be great to the ends of the earth; 
5aand he shall be the one of peace. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
READING    Luke 1:39-45 
 
 

n those days Mary set out and went 
with haste to a Judean town in the hill 

country, 40where she entered the house 
of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 
41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, 
the child leaped in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 
42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed 
are you among women, and blessed is 

the fruit of your womb. 43And why has 
this happened to me, that the mother of 
my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I 
heard the sound of your greeting, the 
child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And 
blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfillment of what was 
spoken to her by the Lord.” 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

B 

I 



 
HOMILY     
 
 
REFLECTION The homily is followed by a period of reflection including the reading of an 

original liturgical poem by parishioner John Linstrom.  The reflection is 
introduced and concluded by the ringing of a bell. 

 
 

A Fulfillment1 
 
 

Candles flicker, the tree glows, 
and somewhere, the proud, scattered 
 
in the thoughts of their hearts,2 think 
of thrones and sacrifice.3 Candlelight 
 
and treesmell, and here, the child 
in your womb leaps, we say, for joy.4 
 
A pocket screen flashes another headline, 
taillights slide red along the windowpane 
 
among the scattered lights reflected 
from the fragrant tree, and we, 
 
we hold each other. We grip friends’ shoulders 
as they step inside and shake the chill, 
 
and we sing, for the leaping sweet unborn, 
the ancient song—cast down 
 
the mighty, lift the low, 
fill the hungry, and leave 

                                                 
1 Luke 1.45. 
2 Luke 1.51. 
3 Hebrews 10.5, 8; thrones: Luke 1.52. 
4 Luke 1.44. 



 
for empty those rich whose scattered 
thoughts are lost.5 We arrive 
 
from far lands, but all of us, and every 
one, share origins that are from of old, 
 
from ancient days.6 In this flickering 
room we prepare a body,7 and she 
 
will someday step into this song’s night, 
glow within a new tree’s light, 
 
and the circle of the souls of old 
will magnify her song.8 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
5 Luke 1.51-53. 
6 Micah 5.2. 
7 Hebrews 10.5. 
8 Luke 1.46. 



GOSPEL CANTICLE  The Song of Zechariah: Benedictus 
    Sung to a simple tone. 
 
 
Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, 
you have come to your people and set them free. 
You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, 
born of the house of your servant David. 
Through your holy prophets, 
you promised of old to save us from our enemies, 
from the hands of all who hate us, 
to show mercy to our forebears, 
and to remember your holy covenant. 
This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
free to worship you without fear, 
holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life. 
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way, 
to give God's people knowledge of salvation 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 
to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
In the tender compassion of our God 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYERS 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

A brief silence for prayer follows each petition. 

Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn, bringing the glory of our 
risen Lord who makes every day new. 
Especially we thank you— 

for the sustaining goodness of your creation . . . 
for the new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness . . . 
for the gifts of relationship with others . . . 
for the communion of faith in your church . . . 

 
Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and 
bring about your peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord. 
Especially we pray— 

for those who govern nations of the world . . . 
for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare . . . 
for all who work for peace and international harmony . . . 
for all who strive to save the earth from carelessness and destruction . . . 
for the church of Jesus Christ in every land . . . 
 

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by 
paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good 
courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love 
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
BLESSING 
 

 
 



 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
WELCOME, CHILDREN! 
Here at Trinity we take seriously Jesus’ words “Let the little children come to me” – in fact, it’s even 
inscribed around our baptismal font (in German!).  We delight to welcome worshipers of all ages, even 
those who are a bit noisy and fidgety!  Families may worship in any part of our sanctuary, but a special area 
with kid’s tables has been prepared just for the youngest among us, complete with activity pages, crayons 
and pencils.  

• On the first and third Sundays of each month, kids are welcome to join Sunday School.  Before the 
reading of the gospel and sermon, students will join their leaders downstairs or in the garden for a 
time of learning, exploration and crafts and will join us again in worship in time for Holy 
Communion. 

• On the other Sundays of the month, children will be invited forward to join Pastor Will for a special 
children’s sermon,  bringing to life the day’s themes in ways kids will understand. 

 
A PLACE TO BELONG: STEWARDSHIP 2022 
Our deepest thanks to everyone who has submitted Commitment Forms as part of our 2022 stewardship 
campaign!  To date we have received 15 pledges.  If you have not yet submitted your completed form, 
there are paper copies available on the table in the narthex, and forms can also be submitted online at 
www.trinitylowereastside.org/give 
 
TOY AND COAT DRIVE 

• Help make sure our neighbors are warm this winter by contributing to SAFH’s Winter Coat Drive.  
Coats for all ages and genders are welcome!  Coats can be brought to Trinity on Sunday mornings, 
or Mon-Fri 7:30 – 3:00. 

• Brighten the holiday season for neighborhood children by contributing to our Toy Drive, now 
through January 2.  Gender-neutral toys are particularly appreciated, they should be no more than 
$20 and please bring them wrapped!  All toys will be distributed at the community Epiphany/Three 
Kings celebration at St. Mark’s in-the-Bowery on January 6. 

 
COIN JAR  
Proceeds from the coin jar in the narthex are used to support the work of Seafarers International House 
(SIH)  to accompany and advocate for immigrants and asylum seekers being held in ICE detention centers.  
SIH provides spiritual care to those being detained, case management, and assistance with housing and 
connecting with relatives when they are released.  We are grateful for your generous support of this 
incredibly important work! 
 
SUPPORT THE COMMUNITY FRIDGE!  
If you’d like to sign up to volunteer, visit bit.ly/loisaidafridgesignup 
To support the fridge with financial contributions, venmo @loisaidafridge 
To follow what’s happening at the fridge follow @loisaidafridge on Instagram 
 
 



About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA). We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news of Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, and people of all 
gender identities into ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single status, 
sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse congregation in a 
richly diverse neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are here to share the love 
of Jesus Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into our 
fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, 
Trinity’s Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which 
operates a soup kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 
meals are served each day, and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry Monday 
through Friday. Volunteers are always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze  (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org  Facebook:  Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
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