


Welcome to worship!  We are so glad that you have been led to join us for worship 
this morning, and we believe that your presence among us more fully completes our 
community.  Wherever you are on your journey of faith, please know that you are most 
welcome here, and we invite you to fully participate in our life together in whatever way you 
feel called to do. Our prayer is that you find Trinity to be a place where you are welcomed and 
affirmed in all your fabulous quirks and eccentricities, and that you feel truly seen and valued 
as a fellow child of God, beautifully and perfectly created in God’s image!  If you’d like to learn 
more about how to join us as we seek to embody God’s love as a community of Christ, just 
speak with Pastor Will! 

 
+  +  +   

 
As followers of Jesus, we are called to love our neighbors as we have been loved by God.  
We believe that loving our neighbors, especially the most vulnerable among us, compels 
us to show great care as we gather for worship in the midst of a global pandemic.  In 
order to ensure that our gathering is as safe as possible and minimizes the spread of 
disease, we ask you to please join us in following these important health and safety 
protocols: 

• Face coverings must be worn at all times while inside Trinity’s building, and they are 
recommended when gathered with others outdoors.  Both mouth and nose must be fully 
covered. 

• Please avoid close physical contact with anyone outside of your household, including 
refraining from handshakes or hugs.  Six feet of distance should be observed at all times, 
including at the sharing of the Peace. 

• At the distribution of Holy Communion, only the bread will be offered in order to reduce 
contact with the chalice.  Rest assured that receiving Holy Communion “in one kind” is a 
fully effective and valid means of receiving the promise of Christ’s presence and 
forgiveness in the sacrament.  Please remain at your place, and the presiding minister will 
invite you forward.   Keeping your face covering in place, wait until you return to your 
seat to lower your mask and consume the bread. 

• To avoid passing the offering plate from hand to hand, a basket is available for your 
offerings at the entrance to the sanctuary or garden.  We are grateful for your 
generosity! 

 
 
 
 

 



+  Gathering  + 
 
As the assembly gathers for worship, we sing: 
 

 
 
 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 
 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the + Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. 
Your prophets spoke of a day when the desert would blossom 
and waters would break forth in the wilderness. 
Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. 
Strengthen our hearts as we prepare for the coming of the Lord. 
May he give water to all who thirst, 
for he is our light and our salvation. 
Blessed be God forever. 
Amen. 
 



As the candle is lit, the cantor sings: 
We give you thanks, O God, for it is you who called forth light, and you led your people 
Israel with wonders and with signs. 
 
The assembly sings: 

 
Cantor: 
For your mercy is our light and your compassion is our guide, 
 
Assembly: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GATHERING HYMN  Awake!  Awake and Greet the New Morn 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



GREETING  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.   
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God,  
and open our ears to the preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation,  
we may bring forth the fruits of repentance; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

+  Word  + 
 
 
 
FIRST LESSON           Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 

he people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; those who 

lived in a land of deep darkness —  on 
them light has shined.  6For a child has 
been born for us, a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; and 
he is named Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.   

7His authority shall grow continually, and 
there shall be endless peace for the 
throne of David and his kingdom. He will 
establish and uphold it with justice and 
with righteousness from this time 
onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

T 



CAROL    Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming, verses 1 & 2 
 

 



SECOND LESSON   Micah 5:2-5 
 

ut you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
who are one of the little clans of 

Judah, from you shall come forth for me 
one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin 
is from of old, from ancient days. 
3Therefore he shall give them up until the 
time when she who is in labor has 
brought forth; then the rest of his 

kindred shall return to the people of 
Israel. 
        4And he shall stand and feed his flock 
in the strength of the LORD, in the 
majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he 
shall be great to the ends of the earth; 
5and he shall be the one of peace. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
THIRD LESSON  Christmas Pageant, Part I     

Mary and Joseph Go to Bethlehem | Luke 2:1-7 
 
 
CAROL S   O Little Town of Bethlehem, verse 1 
 
    O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
    Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
    yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light. 
    The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
    
 

Away in a Manger, verse 1 
 
    Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
    the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
    the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
    the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
 
FOURTH LESSON  Christmas Pageant, Part II 
    The Shepherds | Luke 2:8-16 
 
 

B 



CAROL    Angels We Have Heard on High, verse 1 
  
    Angels we have heard on high,  
    sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
    and the mountains in reply, 
    echoing their joyous strains. 
    Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
    Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
 
FIFTH LESSON  Christmas Pageant, Part III 
    The Wise Ones  | Matthew 2:1-2, 9-12 
 
 
CAROL S   We Three Kings, verse 1 
     
    We three kings of Orient are 
    Bearing gifts we traverse afar 
    Field and fountain, moor and mountain 
    Following yonder star 
     
    O Star of wonder, star of night 
    Star with royal beauty bright 
    Westward leading, still proceeding 
    Guide us to thy perfect light. 
 
 

Joy to the World, verse 1 
 
    Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
    Let earth receive her king; 
    let ev’ry heart prepare him room 
    and heav’n and nature sing, 
    and heav’n and nature sing, 
    and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 
 



REFLECTION The lessons and carols are followed by a period of reflection including the 
reading of an original liturgical poem by parishioner John Linstrom.  The 
reflection is introduced and concluded by the ringing of a bell. 

 
 

WHAT CHILD 
 
The car door clatters open 
with rushing tunnel sounds 
and before it can close, he’s begun, 
the subway violin Greensleeves man. 
 

He begins as he begins each year, 
arcs his way up those first four notes 
sweetly enough, sweeping the trapped 
passengers to his purpose: What child is this— 
 

but, as always, that this holds out; 
a menacing fermata, it sours 
in a ragged crescendo before the flip 
and he drives back down the scale 
 

and up again, too fast, the same minor-key 
coaster he drives amid these tight-scarved, 
buttoned-up commuters each December. We 
have all noticed him now: greased hair pushed back, 
 

tattooed bulges wrap lean arms and rags 
enfold his punk-rock angled limbs 
as he sways, incessant, hard, wincing, 
meeting no one’s gaze. A satchel dangles 
 

from the end of his slashing bow. 
One year I dropped him a dollar; 
his grimace and “thanks” dripped acid. 
He does play well. Again, he holds 
 

on whom angels greet—and knows 
no angels ride this train. Seraphs 
shield their eyes. It’s unclear 
why he does this, curdling a yuletide 
 



tune each year, marching down 
the train, car doors clattering 
and mothers exhaling in his wake, 
asking us, what child is this, 
 

what star have we missed, what 
stable birth, what cattle’s low, and who 
will greet, in a midnight sky’s bright stillness, 
with peace, goodwill, to him? 

 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  What Child is This? 
 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for 
God’s presence. 

The following response, using the Aramaic phrase “Maranatha”, or “O Lord, Come”,  
is sung throughout the prayers as indicated: 

 

Holy God, renew your church and raise up leaders who announce your good news. Grant 
peace to congregations and seminarians in the midst of transition. Guide the work of 
candidacy and call committees.  
 
Creating God, your Spirit brought forth the earth and all that is in it. Breathe life into us, 
that we are inspired to live in harmony with one another and the planet.  
 
Shepherding God, you lead your people in paths of righteousness. Raise up prophets in 
our own day who warn against captivity to greed and point us to the freedom found in 
generosity.  Response 
 
Nurturing God, you come near in times of worry and need. Cradle us in your arms, that 
we trust you and are not afraid. Attend to any who are hungry, imprisoned, or ill this day, 
especially those we name before you now, aloud or in the silence of our hearts. 
 
Rejoicing God, you exult over us in singing. Enliven the song of this assembly and bless 
the ministry of church musicians.  With instruments and dance, join our voices to the 
song of all creation.  
 
We give you thanks for your servants who showed us your goodness and grace.  By the 
power of your Spirit, keep us steadfast in faith until we make our home with you.  
Response 



God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers 
and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE PEACE   The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you.  
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND RECEPETION OF NEW MEMBERS 
 
 
 

+  Meal  +  
 
 
 
OFFERING  To avoid multiple people physically contacting the offering plates, your 

gifts of money may be left in the offering plate at the usher’s station near 
the entrance.  Offerings may also be made online as one-time or recurring 
contributions at www.trinitylowereastside.org/give or by using the QR 
code below. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERTORY   Come Now, O Prince of Peace 
 

 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
God of our waiting and watching, 
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 
to the service of all your people. 
Prepare the way before us 
as we meet you in this simple meal, 
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 
Amen. 
 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the presiding minister continues with the preface for 
the day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 



In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come to Christ’s banquet. 
Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION HYMN  Lamb of God 
 

 
 
 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

May the body and blood of Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. Amen. 
 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
Most High God, 
you have come among us at this table. 
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

+   Sending  + 
 
 
 
 
FAREWELL AND GODSPEED TO THE POCHAPSKY FAMILY 
 
 
BLESSING 
 

The God of hope 
fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
through + Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN   Love Has Come 
    Found on the following page. 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CELEBRATING ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 
AT TRINITY 

 
 
COCKTAILS AND CAROLS FUNDRAISER 
TODAY at 6:00pm 
Gather your friends and come out to Trinity’s garden for a night of carol singing and 
merrymaking, all benefitting SAFH and Trinity!  Your suggested donation of $40, or 
whatever amount you can give, includes unlimited mulled wine.  Learn more or buy 
tickets at www.safhnyc.org.   
 
WALKING NATIVITY 
December 19 at 7:00pm 
Journey throughout the East Village, stopping at places of historical interest while 
hearing the story of Christ’s birth in new ways, all accompanied by the singing of old 
Christmas carols.  We’ll meet in the garden and return for warm drinks. 
 
CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
December 24 at 7:00 
Celebrate the joy of love come to earth on Christmas Eve with worship.  This beautiful 
celebration of Holy Communion will include the beloved tradition of singing of Silent 
Night by candlelight. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
WELCOME, CHILDREN! 
Here at Trinity we take seriously Jesus’ words “Let the little children come to me” – in fact, it’s even 
inscribed around our baptismal font (in German!).  We delight to welcome worshipers of all ages, even 
those who are a bit noisy and fidgety!  Families may worship in any part of our sanctuary, but a special area 
with kid’s tables has been prepared just for the youngest among us, complete with activity pages, crayons 
and pencils.  

• On the first and third Sundays of each month, kids are welcome to join Sunday School.  Before the 
reading of the gospel and sermon, students will join their leaders downstairs or in the garden for a 
time of learning, exploration and crafts and will join us again in worship in time for Holy 
Communion. 

• On the other Sundays of the month, children will be invited forward to join Pastor Will for a special 
children’s sermon,  bringing to life the day’s themes in ways kids will understand. 

 
A PLACE TO BELONG: STEWARDSHIP 2022 
Our deepest thanks to everyone who has submitted Commitment Forms as part of our 2022 stewardship 
campaign!  To date we have received 15 pledges.  If you have not yet submitted your completed form, 
there are paper copies available on the table in the narthex, and forms can also be submitted online at 
www.trinitylowereastside.org/give 
 
TOY AND COAT DRIVE 

• Help make sure our neighbors are warm this winter by contributing to SAFH’s Winter Coat Drive.  
Coats for all ages and genders are welcome!  Coats can be brought to Trinity on Sunday mornings, 
or Mon-Fri 7:30 – 3:00. 

• Brighten the holiday season for neighborhood children by contributing to our Toy Drive, now 
through January 2.  Gender-neutral toys are particularly appreciated, they should be no more than 
$20 and please bring them wrapped!  All toys will be distributed at the community Epiphany/Three 
Kings celebration at St. Mark’s in-the-Bowery on January 6. 

 
COIN JAR  
Proceeds from the coin jar in the narthex are used to support the work of Seafarers International House 
(SIH)  to accompany and advocate for immigrants and asylum seekers being held in ICE detention centers.  
SIH provides spiritual care to those being detained, case management, and assistance with housing and 
connecting with relatives when they are released.  We are grateful for your generous support of this 
incredibly important work! 
 
SUPPORT THE COMMUNITY FRIDGE!  
If you’d like to sign up to volunteer, visit bit.ly/loisaidafridgesignup 
To support the fridge with financial contributions, venmo @loisaidafridge 
To follow what’s happening at the fridge follow @loisaidafridge on Instagram 
 
 
 



About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA). We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news of Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, and people of all 
gender identities into ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single status, 
sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse congregation in a 
richly diverse neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are here to share the love 
of Jesus Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into our 
fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, 
Trinity’s Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which 
operates a soup kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 
meals are served each day, and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry Monday 
through Friday. Volunteers are always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze  (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org  Facebook:  Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
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