
 

 

 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SEPTEMBER 20 , 2020 + 11:00am 

 

TRINITY LOWER EAST SIDE LUTHERAN PARISH 
in the City of New York



 
+  Gathering  + 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Faithful God, 
have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We turn from your loving embrace 
and go our own ways. 
We pass judgment on one another 
before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 
and turn us again to life in you 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 
and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own. 
Hear the truth that God proclaims: 
Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 
to do God’s work in the world. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



GATHERING HYMN  Take My Life, That I May Be 
    Toma, oh Dios, mi voluntad     

 

 



GREETING  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.   
 
 
KYRIE    Nkosi, Nkosi 
 

 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE  Glory to God 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants.  
Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment,  
and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

+  Word  + 
 
FIRST READING  Jonah 3:10--4:11 
 

hen God saw what the people of 
Ninevah did, how they turned from 

their evil ways, God changed his mind 
about the calamity that he had said he 
would bring upon them; and he did not do 
it. 
 4:1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, 
and he became angry. 2He prayed to the 
LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this what I 
said while I was still in my own country? 
That is why I fled to Tarshish at the 
beginning; for I knew that you are a 
gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love, and 
ready to relent from punishing. 3And now, 
O LORD, please take my life from me, for it 
is better for me to die than to live.” 4And 
the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be 
angry?” 5Then Jonah went out of the city 
and sat down east of the city, and made a 
booth for himself there. He sat under it in 
the shade, waiting to see what would 
become of the city. 

  6The LORD God appointed a bush, and 
made it come up over Jonah, to give shade 
over his head, to save him from his 
discomfort; so Jonah was very happy 
about the bush. 7But when dawn came up 
the next day, God appointed a worm that 
attacked the bush, so that it withered. 
8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry 
east wind, and the sun beat down on the 
head of Jonah so that he was faint and 
asked that he might die. He said, “It is 
better for me to die than to live.” 
  9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for 
you to be angry about the bush?” And he 
said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” 10Then 
the LORD said, “You are concerned about 
the bush, for which you did not labor and 
which you did not grow; it came into being 
in a night and perished in a night. 11And 
should I not be concerned about Nineveh, 
that great city, in which there are more 
than a hundred and twenty thousand 
persons who do not know their right hand 
from their left, and also many animals?” 

 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING  Philippians 1:21-30 
 

or to me, living is Christ and dying is 
gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that 

means fruitful labor for me; and I do not 
know which I prefer. 23I am hard pressed 
between the two: my desire is to depart 
and be with Christ, for that is far better; 
24but to remain in the flesh is more 
necessary for you. 25Since I am convinced 
of this, I know that I will remain and 
continue with all of you for your progress 
and joy in faith, 26so that I may share 
abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus 
when I come to you again. 
  27Only, live your life in a manner worthy  

of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I 
come and see you or am absent and hear 
about you, I will know that you are 
standing firm in one spirit, striving side by 
side with one mind for the faith of the 
gospel, 28and are in no way intimidated by 
your opponents. For them this is evidence 
of their destruction, but of your salvation. 
And this is God’s doing. 29For he has 
graciously granted you the privilege not 
only of believing in Christ, but of suffering 
for him as well—30since you are having the 
same struggle that you saw I had and now 
hear that I still have. 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

 
verse: Open our | hearts, O Lord,* to give heed to what is said | by your Son. 
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GOSPEL     Matthew 20:1-16 
 
The holy gospel according to Saint Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

esus said to the disciples: 1“The 
kingdom of heaven is like a landowner 

who went out early in the morning to hire 
laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing 
with the laborers for the usual daily wage, 
he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he 
went out about nine o’clock, he saw 
others standing idle in the marketplace; 
4and he said to them, ‘You also go into the 
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 
right.’ So they went. 5When he went out 
again about noon and about three o’clock, 
he did the same. 6And about five o’clock 
he went out and found others standing 
around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you 
standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to 
him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said 
to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 
8When evening came, the owner of the 
vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the 
laborers and give them their pay, 

beginning with the last and then going to 
the first.’ 9When those hired about five 
o’clock came, each of them received the 
usual daily wage. 10Now when the first 
came, they thought they would receive 
more; but each of them also received the 
usual daily wage. 11And when they 
received it, they grumbled against the 
landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked 
only one hour, and you have made them 
equal to us who have borne the burden of 
the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he 
replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing 
you no wrong; did you not agree with me 
for the usual daily wage? 14Take what 
belongs to you and go; I choose to give to 
this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I 
not allowed to do what I choose with what 
belongs to me? Or are you envious 
because I am generous?’ 16So the last will 
be first, and the first will be last.” 

 
The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON    A period of silence follows, introduced and concluded by bell. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 

Generous God, you make the last first, and the first last. Where this gospel challenges the 
church, equip it for its works of service. Strengthen those who suffer for Christ.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Sun and wind, bushes and worms, cattle and great cities—nothing in creation is outside 
your concern, mighty God. In your mercy, tend to it all. Give us a spirit of generosity toward 
all you have made.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Where we find envy and create enemies, you provide enough for all. Bring peace to places 
of conflict and violence. Inspire leaders with creativity and wisdom. Bless the work of 
negotiators, peacekeepers, and development workers.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Reveal yourself to all in need as you are gracious and merciful, slow to anger, abounding in 
steadfast love, ready to relent from punishing. Accompany judges and lawyers, victims of 
crime and those serving sentences. Give fruitful labor and a livelihood to those seeking 
work.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Even beyond our expectations, you choose to give generously. Grant life, health, and 
courage to all who are in need, especially those we name before you now.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We praise you for the generations that have declared your power to us. Give us 
faithfulness to follow them, living for Christ, until you call us to join them in the joyful song 
around his throne.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 



THE PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 

+  Thanksgiving  +  
 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
We thank you, O God, for your life-giving Word, for calling creation into being,  
declaring forgiveness from the cross, and delivering the spirit of rebirth.  
We praise you, O God, for your Word:  
we praise you, O God, for your Word. 
 
Your word is a lamp lighting our path, a mirror reflecting our selves,  
a shield providing us refuge, a fire burning for justice and truth.  
Your word is sweeter than honey: it nourishes our bodies like milk,  
it sustains your people like bread.   
We receive your promises, more treasured than gold.  
We bless you, O God, for your Word: 
we bless you, O God, for your Word. 
 
Open our ears to your prophets, apostles, and saints, 
and to all the cries of the needy.  
Breathe into your church the mighty Spirit of Christ,  
that heeding your voice of beauty and power  
we are strengthened to serve wherever we are called.  



 
To you, Father, Son, and Spirit – the Source, Word, and Breath -- 
we offer our thanks for your life-giving Word: 
we offer our thanks for your life-giving Word.  
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
 
God, as a loving mother and as a gracious father you have called us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

+  Sending  + 
 
 
BLESSING 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING HYMN  All Who Love and Serve Your City 
 

 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA). We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news of Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, and people of all 
gender identities into ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single status, 
sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse congregation in a richly 
diverse neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are here to share the love of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into our 
fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, Trinity’s 
Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which operates a soup 
kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 meals are served each 
day, and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry Monday through Friday. Volunteers 
are always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Our Schedule: NOTE:  ALL MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELLED, EXCEPT FOR THE SOUP 

KITCHEN AND FOOD PANTRY 
Mon – Fri:  11am, Soup Kitchen; 12:30pm, Food Pantry 
Tues:   7:30pm, Alcoholics Anonymous 
Thurs:   7:30pm, Alcoholics Anonymous 
Fri:  T.R.A.N.S. Alcoholics Anonymous 
Sun:   10am, Choir Practice 

11am, Worship Service 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze  (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org  Facebook:  Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
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