
 

 

 
SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SEPTEMBER 13 , 2020 + 11:00am 

John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople 
 

TRINITY LOWER EAST SIDE LUTHERAN PARISH 
in the City of New York



 
+  Gathering  + 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Reconciling God, 
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. 
By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
 
Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 
we have peace with God through  Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN  Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive     
 

 
 
 
GREETING  

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



KYRIE    Nkosi, Nkosi 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE  Glory to God 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness.  
Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, 
that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

+  Word  + 
 
 
 
FIRST READING  Genesis 50:15-21 
 

ealizing that their father was dead, 
Joseph’s brothers said, “What if 

Joseph still bears a grudge against us and 
pays us back in full for all the wrong that 
we did to him?” 16So they approached 
Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this 
instruction before he died, 17‘Say to 
Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of 
your brothers and the wrong they did in 
harming you.’ Now therefore please 
forgive the crime of the servants of the 
God of your father.” Joseph wept when 

they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also 
wept, fell down before him, and said, “We 
are here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph said 
to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the 
place of God? 20Even though you intended 
to do harm to me, God intended it for 
good, in order to preserve a numerous 
people, as he is doing today. 21So have no 
fear; I myself will provide for you and your 
little ones.” In this way he reassured them, 
speaking kindly to them. 

 
The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING  Romans 14:1-12 
 

elcome those who are weak in faith, 
but not for the purpose of 

quarreling over opinions. 2Some believe in 
eating anything, while the weak eat only 
vegetables. 3Those who eat must not 
despise those who abstain, and those who 
abstain must not pass judgment on those 
who eat; for God has welcomed them. 
4Who are you to pass judgment on 
servants of another? It is before their own 
lord that they stand or fall. And they will 
be upheld, for the Lord is able to make 
them stand. 
  5Some judge one day to be better than 
another, while others judge all days to be 
alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own 
minds. 6Those who observe the day, 
observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those 
who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since 
they give thanks to God; while those who 

abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and 
give thanks to God. 
  7We do not live to ourselves, and we do 
not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to 
the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; 
so then, whether we live or whether we 
die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end 
Christ died and lived again, so that he 
might be Lord of both the dead and the 
living. 
  10Why do you pass judgment on your 
brother or sister? Or you, why do you 
despise your brother or sister? For we will 
all stand before the judgment seat of God. 
11For it is written,  
 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall 
bow to me, and every tongue shall give 
praise to God.” 12So then, each of us will be 
accountable to God. 

 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

 
verse: We have an advocate, Jesus | Christ the righteous;*  

your sins are forgiven on account | of his name. 

W 



GOSPEL     Matthew 18:21-35 
 
The holy gospel according to Saint Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

eter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if 
another member of the church sins 

against me, how often should I forgive? As 
many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, 
“Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-
seven times. 
  23“For this reason the kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to a king who 
wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 
24When he began the reckoning, one who 
owed him ten thousand talents was 
brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, 
his lord ordered him to be sold, together 
with his wife and children and all his 
possessions, and payment to be made. 
26So the slave fell on his knees before him, 
saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will 
pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for 
him, the lord of that slave released him 
and forgave him the debt. 28But that same 
slave, as he went out, came upon one of 

his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred 
denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he 
said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow 
slave fell down and pleaded with him, 
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 
30But he refused; then he went and threw 
him into prison until he would pay the 
debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what 
had happened, they were greatly 
distressed, and they went and reported to 
their lord all that had taken place. 32Then 
his lord summoned him and said to him, 
‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that 
debt because you pleaded with me. 
33Should you not have had mercy on your 
fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And 
in anger his lord handed him over to be 
tortured until he would pay his entire 
debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do 
to every one of you, if you do not forgive 
your brother or sister from your heart.” 

 
The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON    A period of silence follows, introduced and concluded by bell. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  In All Our Grief 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 

You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church throughout the world; 
make it a place of welcome. Strengthen faith through Bible studies and Sunday schools, 
confirmation classes and youth ministries. Nurture new ministries of education and growth 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 



The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. Have compassion 
on your creation. Where human selfishness has brought ruin and destruction, we look to 
you to heal, renew, and redeem your world. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter grudges. Settle our 
hearts when we want to settle accounts with violence. Bless our leaders with patience and 
wisdom. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for all who are 
oppressed. Free victims of human trafficking and forced labor; deliver all who are bound by 
debt. Feed all who hunger, and guard refugees fleeing famine, poverty, and war.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our tongues when 
we are tempted to pass judgment and argue over opinions. Make this congregation a 
community of mercy for one another and for all our neighbors. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you for those who have 
showed us faithfulness, for the knees that taught us how to bow to you and the tongues 
that taught us to praise you especially John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, whom 
we commemorate today.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 



 
 

+  Thanksgiving  +  
 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
We thank you, O God, for your life-giving Word, for calling creation into being,  
declaring forgiveness from the cross, and delivering the spirit of rebirth.  
We praise you, O God, for your Word:  
we praise you, O God, for your Word. 
 
Your word is a lamp lighting our path, a mirror reflecting our selves,  
a shield providing us refuge, a fire burning for justice and truth.  
Your word is sweeter than honey: it nourishes our bodies like milk,  
it sustains your people like bread.   
We receive your promises, more treasured than gold.  
We bless you, O God, for your Word: 
we bless you, O God, for your Word. 
 
Open our ears to your prophets, apostles, and saints, 
and to all the cries of the needy.  
Breathe into your church the mighty Spirit of Christ,  
that heeding your voice of beauty and power  
we are strengthened to serve wherever we are called.  
 
To you, Father, Son, and Spirit – the Source, Word, and Breath -- 
we offer our thanks for your life-giving Word: 
we offer our thanks for your life-giving Word.  
 



THE LORD'S PRAYER 
 
God, as a loving mother and as a gracious father you have called us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
+  Sending  + 

 
 
BLESSING 
 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
 
God, the creator, + Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN  In Thee Is Gladness  (found on following page) 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace.  Christ is with you.  
Thanks be to God. 



 
 
 
 
 



 

ABOUT TODAY’S COMMEMORATION 
 

John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople 
Died 407 
 
John was a priest in Antioch and an outstanding preacher. His eloquence earned him the 
nickname "Chrysostom" ("golden mouth"). Appointed bishop of Constantinople, seat of 
the empire, he criticized corruption in the court. As a result, he was exiled by the empress. 
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About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA). We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news of Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, and people of all 
gender identities into ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single status, 
sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse congregation in a richly 
diverse neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are here to share the love of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into our 
fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, Trinity’s 
Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which operates a soup 
kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 meals are served each 
day, and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry Monday through Friday. Volunteers 
are always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Our Schedule: NOTE:  ALL MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELLED, EXCEPT FOR THE SOUP 

KITCHEN AND FOOD PANTRY 
Mon – Fri:  11am, Soup Kitchen; 12:30pm, Food Pantry 
Tues:   7:30pm, Alcoholics Anonymous 
Thurs:   7:30pm, Alcoholics Anonymous 
Fri:  T.R.A.N.S. Alcoholics Anonymous 
Sun:   10am, Choir Practice 

11am, Worship Service 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze  (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org  Facebook:  Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
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