
 

 
 

 
SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SEPTEMBER 6, 2020 + 11:00am 

 

TRINITY LOWER EAST SIDE LUTHERAN PARISH 
in the City of New York

 



+  Gathering  + 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Reconciling God, 
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. 
By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
 
Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 
we have peace with God through  Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 



GATHERING HYMN  Earth and All Stars!     
 

 
 



GREETING  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.   
 
 
KYRIE    Nkosi, Nkosi 
 

 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE  Glory to God 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy.  
Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful,  
and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

+  Word  + 
 
 
 
FIRST READING  Ezekiel 33:7-11 
 

o you, mortal, I have made a sentinel 
for the house of Israel; whenever you 

hear a word from my mouth, you shall give 
them warning from me. 8If I say to the 
wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely 
die,” and you do not speak to warn the 
wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked 
shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I 
will require at your hand. 9But if you warn 
the wicked to turn from their ways, and 
they do not turn from their ways, the 

wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you 
will have saved your life. 
  10Now you, mortal, say to the house of 
Israel, Thus you have said: “Our 
transgressions and our sins weigh upon 
us, and we waste away because of them; 
how then can we live?” 11Say to them, As I 
live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure 
in the death of the wicked, but that the 
wicked turn from their ways and live; turn 
back, turn back from your evil ways; for 
why will you die, O house of Israel? 

 
The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING  Romans 13:8-14 
 

we no one anything, except to love 
one another; for the one who loves 

another has fulfilled the law. 9The 
commandments, “You shall not commit 
adultery; You shall not murder; You shall 
not steal; You shall not covet”; and any 
other commandment, are summed up in 
this word, “Love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a 
neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of 
the law. 
  11Besides this, you know what time it is, 
how it is now the moment for you to wake 

from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us 
now than when we became believers; 
12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let 
us then lay aside the works of darkness 
and put on the armor of light; 13let us live 
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and 
drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarreling and 
jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, 
to gratify its desires. 

 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

 
verse: In Christ God was reconciling the world | to himself,*  

entrusting the message of reconcilia- | tion to us 
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GOSPEL     Matthew 18:15-20 
 
The holy gospel according to Saint Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

esus said to the disciples: 15“If another 
member of the church sins against you, 

go and point out the fault when the two of 
you are alone. If the member listens to 
you, you have regained that one. 16But if 
you are not listened to, take one or two 
others along with you, so that every word 
may be confirmed by the evidence of two 
or three witnesses. 17If the member 
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church; and if the offender refuses to 

listen even to the church, let such a one be 
to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 
18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed 
in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of 
you agree on earth about anything you 
ask, it will be done for you by my Father in 
heaven. 20For where two or three are 
gathered in my name, I am there among 
them.” 

 
The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON    A period of silence follows, introduced and concluded by bell. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  In All Our Grief 
 

 
 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 

Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and reconciliation. Bless the 
cooperative work of churches in this community. Strengthen ecumenical partnerships; 
guide the work of the Lutheran World Federation and the World Council of Churches. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 



Protect your creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not harm what you have entrusted to 
our care. Renew and enliven places suffering from drought, flood, storms, or pollution. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths toward peace and 
cooperation, teaching us to recognize one another as neighbors. Guide legislators, civil 
servants, judges, and police toward laws that protect the well-being of all.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Tend to all in need of your compassion. Hear the cries of those awaiting justice and those 
yearning for forgiveness. Give community to the lonely and neighbors to the outcast. 
Shelter all who are vulnerable in body, mind, or spirit, especially those we name before you 
now.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Shape societies to 
ensure fair treatment for all who labor. Help us to love our neighbors in and through our 
work.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. As you equipped them, 
equip us with your protection and power, until with them we see your salvation.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
THE PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 



 
+  Thanksgiving  +  

 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
We thank you, O God, for your life-giving Word, for calling creation into being,  
declaring forgiveness from the cross, and delivering the spirit of rebirth.  
We praise you, O God, for your Word:  
we praise you, O God, for your Word. 
 
Your word is a lamp lighting our path, a mirror reflecting our selves,  
a shield providing us refuge, a fire burning for justice and truth.  
Your word is sweeter than honey: it nourishes our bodies like milk,  
it sustains your people like bread.   
We receive your promises, more treasured than gold.  
We bless you, O God, for your Word: 
we bless you, O God, for your Word. 
 
Open our ears to your prophets, apostles, and saints, 
and to all the cries of the needy.  
Breathe into your church the mighty Spirit of Christ,  
that heeding your voice of beauty and power  
we are strengthened to serve wherever we are called.  
 
To you, Father, Son, and Spirit – the Source, Word, and Breath -- 
we offer our thanks for your life-giving Word: 
we offer our thanks for your life-giving Word.  
 
 



THE LORD'S PRAYER 
 
God, as a loving mother and as a gracious father you have called us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
+  Sending  + 

 
 
BLESSING 
 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
 
God, the creator, + Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN  Blessed Be the Name  (found on following page) 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace.  Christ is with you.  
Thanks be to God. 
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About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA). We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news of Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, and people of all 
gender identities into ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single status, 
sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse congregation in a richly 
diverse neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are here to share the love of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into our 
fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, Trinity’s 
Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which operates a soup 
kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 meals are served each 
day, and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry Monday through Friday. Volunteers 
are always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Our Schedule: NOTE:  ALL MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELLED, EXCEPT FOR THE SOUP 

KITCHEN AND FOOD PANTRY 
Mon – Fri:  11am, Soup Kitchen; 12:30pm, Food Pantry 
Tues:   7:30pm, Alcoholics Anonymous 
Thurs:   7:30pm, Alcoholics Anonymous 
Fri:  T.R.A.N.S. Alcoholics Anonymous 
Sun:   10am, Choir Practice 

11am, Worship Service 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze  (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org  Facebook:  Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
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