
 
 

 
SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

THE TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
AUGUST 23, 2020 + 11:00am 

 

TRINITY LOWER EAST SIDE LUTHERAN PARISH 
in the City of New York



 
+  Gathering  + 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Reconciling God, 
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. 
By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
 
Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 
we have peace with God through  Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN  Christ is Made the Sure Foundation     
 

 



GREETING  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.   
 
 
KYRIE    Nkosi, Nkosi 
 

 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE  Glory to God 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life.  
Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly 
minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

+  Word  + 
 
 
 
FIRST READING  Isaiah 51:1-6 
 

isten to me, you that pursue 
righteousness, you that seek the LORD. 

Look to the rock from which you were 
hewn, and to the quarry from which you 
were dug.  2Look to Abraham your father 
and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but 
one when I called him, but I blessed him 
and made him many. 3For the LORD will 
comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste 
places, and will make her wilderness like 
Eden, her desert like the garden of the 
LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her, 
thanksgiving and the voice of song. 4Listen 
to me, my people,  and give heed to me, 

my nation; for a teaching will go out from 
me, and my justice for a light to the 
peoples. 5I will bring near my deliverance 
swiftly, my salvation has gone out and my 
arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands 
wait for me, and for my arm they hope. 
6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look 
at the earth beneath; for the heavens will 
vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out 
like a garment, and those who live on it will 
die like gnats; but my salvation will be 
forever, and my deliverance will never be 
ended. 

 
The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING  Romans 12:1-8 
 

 appeal to you therefore, brothers and 
sisters, by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your minds, so that you may 
discern what is the will of God—what is 
good and acceptable and perfect. 
  3For by the grace given to me I say to 
everyone among you not to think of 
yourself more highly than you ought to 
think, but to think with sober judgment, 

each according to the measure of faith 
that God has assigned. 4For as in one body 
we have many members, and not all the 
members have the same function, 5so we, 
who are many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually we are members one of 
another. 6We have gifts that differ 
according to the grace given to us: 
prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, 
in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 
8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in 
generosity; the leader, in diligence; the 
compassionate, in 

 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

 
verse: You are | the Messiah, * the Son of the | living God. 
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GOSPEL    Matthew 16:13-20 
 
The holy gospel according to Saint Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

ow when Jesus came into the district 
of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, “Who do people say that the Son 
of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say 
John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still 
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 
15He said to them, “But who do you say 
that I am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You 
are the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed 
are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and 

blood has not revealed this to you, but my 
Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will not 
prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever 
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven.” 20Then he sternly 
ordered the disciples not to tell anyone 
that he was the Messiah. 

 
The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON    A period of silence follows, introduced and concluded by bell. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Built on a Rock 
 

 
 

 
 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, 
and all who are in need. 

Lord our rock, you are our foundation in Jesus Christ, your Son, whom we confess as the 
living God. Prepare your church for its mission in bearing witness to Christ, both here at 
home and throughout the world.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
You call forth praises from the far reaches of the universe to the smallest of creatures.  
Join our songs to theirs, that a spirit of praise and thanksgiving will arouse us to cherish 
this wondrous home you give us.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
All the rulers of the earth shall praise you, O Lord. Direct the leaders of countries, 
legislators and magistrates, mayors and councils, to walk in your ways. Help leaders regard 
those in need with mercy and fulfill your loving purposes in the governance of peoples. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Though we walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve us, deliver us, and fulfill your purpose 
for us. According to your steadfast love, grant healing and wholeness to those who are 
bereaved, in trouble or adversity, or sick and in need of care, especially those we name 
before you now.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
You call us into this community, in which we, though many, are one in Christ. May we 
recognize in ourselves and in one another the unique gifts you have given us for the 
building up of the church for the sake of the world.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
You are the everlasting Rock from which we were hewn, and you restore your people to 
joy and gladness. In blessed memory and hope, we thank you for the lives of our beloved 
dead. Bring us with them to our heavenly home.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to 
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



THE PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+  Thanksgiving  +  
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
We thank you, O God, for your life-giving Word, for calling creation into being,  
declaring forgiveness from the cross, and delivering the spirit of rebirth.  
We praise you, O God, for your Word:  
we praise you, O God, for your Word. 
 
Your word is a lamp lighting our path, a mirror reflecting our selves,  
a shield providing us refuge, a fire burning for justice and truth.  
Your word is sweeter than honey: it nourishes our bodies like milk,  
it sustains your people like bread.   
We receive your promises, more treasured than gold.  
We bless you, O God, for your Word: 
we bless you, O God, for your Word. 
 



Open our ears to your prophets, apostles, and saints, 
and to all the cries of the needy.  
Breathe into your church the mighty Spirit of Christ,  
that heeding your voice of beauty and power  
we are strengthened to serve wherever we are called.  
 
To you, Father, Son, and Spirit – the Source, Word, and Breath -- 
we offer our thanks for your life-giving Word: 
we offer our thanks for your life-giving Word.  
 
 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
 
God, as a loving mother and as a gracious father you have called us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+  Sending  + 
 
 
 
BLESSING 
 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
 
God, the creator, + Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen. 
 
 
 
SENDING HYMN  My Hope is Built on Nothing Less (found on following page) 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace.  Christ is with you.  
Thanks be to God. 
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About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA). We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news of Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, and people of all 
gender identities into ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single status, 
sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse congregation in a richly 
diverse neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are here to share the love of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into our 
fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, Trinity’s 
Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which operates a soup 
kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 meals are served each 
day, and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry Monday through Friday. Volunteers 
are always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Our Schedule: NOTE:  ALL MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELLED, EXCEPT FOR THE SOUP 

KITCHEN AND FOOD PANTRY 
Mon – Fri:  11am, Soup Kitchen; 12:30pm, Food Pantry 
Tues:   7:30pm, Alcoholics Anonymous 
Thurs:   7:30pm, Alcoholics Anonymous 
Fri:  T.R.A.N.S. Alcoholics Anonymous 
Sun:   10am, Choir Practice 

11am, Worship Service 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze  (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org  Facebook:  Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
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