
 
 

 

 
SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
MAY 10, 2020 + 11:00am 

 

TRINITY LOWER EAST SIDE LUTHERAN PARISH 
in the City of New York



+  Gathering  + 
 

GATHERING HYMN  Christ Is Alive!  Let Christians Sing 
 

 



GREETING  
 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.   
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  This is the Feast 
 

 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life.  
Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments,  
and to share his risen life with all the world,  
for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

+  Word  + 
 
 

FIRST READING  Acts 7:55-60 
 

illed with the Holy Spirit, Stephen 
gazed into heaven and saw the glory of 

God and Jesus standing at the right hand 
of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the 
heavens opened and the Son of Man 
standing at the right hand of God!” 57But 
they covered their ears, and with a loud 
shout all rushed together against him. 
58Then they dragged him out of the city 

and began to stone him; and the witnesses 
laid their coats at the feet of a young man 
named Saul. 59While they were stoning 
Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive 
my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried 
out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this 
sin against them.” When he had said this, 
he died. 

 
Word of God, word of life.   
Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING  1 Peter 2:2-10 
 

ike newborn infants, long for the pure, 
spiritual milk, so that by it you may 

grow into salvation—3if indeed you have 
tasted that the Lord is good. 
  4Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and 
precious in God’s sight, and 5like living 
stones, let yourselves be built into a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to 
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in 
scripture:  
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
  a cornerstone chosen and precious; 
 and whoever believes in him will not be 
put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; 
but for those who do not believe,  

 “The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the very head of the 
corner,” 
8and  
 “A stone that makes them stumble, 
  and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the 
word, as they were destined to do. 
  9But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 
people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 
 10Once you were not a people, 
  but now you are God’s people; 
 once you had not received mercy, 
  but now you have received mercy. 

 
Word of God, word of life.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

 
 
 
GOSPEL    John 14:1-14 
 
The holy gospel according to Saint John.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

esus said to the disciples: 1“Do not let 
your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, 

believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house 
there are many dwelling places. If it were 
not so, would I have told you that I go to 
prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, so that where 
I am, there you may be also. 4And you 
know the way to the place where I am 
going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do 
not know where you are going. How can 

we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I 
am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through 
me. 7If you know me, you will know my 
Father also. From now on you do know 
him and have seen him.” 
  8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the 
Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus 
said to him, “Have I been with you all this 
time, Philip, and you still do not know me? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. 
How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 
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10Do you not believe that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me? The words that I 
say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his 
works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me; but if you do not, 
then believe me because of the works 
themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one 

who believes in me will also do the works 
that I do and, in fact, will do greater works 
than these, because I am going to the 
Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my 
name, so that the Father may be glorified 
in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for 
anything, I will do it.” 

 
The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON    A period of silence follows, introduced and concluded by bell. 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  You Are the Way 
 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all 
times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

Build us up, mothering God, as living stones united in your spiritual house. Continually 
strengthen your church as it is sent forth to proclaim your love. We pray especially for new 
congregations and those in redevelopment.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Humble us, creator God, as part of your creation. Fill us with respect and awe for the world 
you have made, including volcanoes, ocean currents, tropical rainstorms, glaciers, and 
other forces that both destroy and create.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Align our ways to your love, O God. We pray for countries, leaders, and other organizations 
as they prepare places for those seeking refuge and safety.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of healing and rest, help those whose hearts are heavy and weighed down by many 
troubles. Comfort their suffering, ease their distress, and carry their burdens.  Hear 
especially these prayers we lift up before you now, aloud or in the silence of our hearts. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Nurturing God, we pray for those who tend and teach young children, for the safe 
pregnancies of expectant parents, and for families who struggle with infertility and 
miscarriage. We give thanks for all who have shown mothering care, and we remember all 
for whom this day is difficult. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Generous God, you call into your brilliant light all who have died. Give us faith to take hold 
of the promise of your eternal life.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your 
eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 



THE PEACE 
 
The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

+  Thanksgiving  +  
 
 
CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING 
 

 



 
 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
 
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things:  
you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being.  
For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 
 
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts:  
freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile,  
wisdom for life with you.  
For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness:  
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death,  
the way of your self-giving love.  
For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us:  
renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. 
Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ,  
our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



THE LORD'S PRAYER 
 
God, as a loving mother and as a gracious father you have called us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
+  Sending  + 

 
 
BLESSING 
 
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  God Be with You Till We Meet Again (Found on following Page) 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

Christ is risen, just as he said. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia 
 



 



About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA). We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news of Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, and people of all 
genders into ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single status, 
sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse congregation in a richly 
diverse neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are here to share the love of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into our 
fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, Trinity’s 
Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which operates a soup 
kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 meals are served each 
day, and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry Monday through Friday. Volunteers 
are always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Our Schedule: NOTE:  ALL MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELLED, EXCEPT FOR THE SOUP 

KITCHEN AND FOOD PANTRY 
Mon – Thur:  11am, Soup Kitchen; 12:30pm, Food Pantry 
Tues:   7:30pm, Alcoholics Anonymous 
Thurs:   7:30pm, Alcoholics Anonymous 
Fri:  T.R.A.N.S. Alcoholics Anonymous 
Sun:   10am, Choir Practice 

11am, Worship Service 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze  (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org  Facebook:  Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
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