WELCOME TO WORSHIP! We are so glad that you have joined us for worship
this evening as we celebrate the great gift of the birth of Christ. We know
that many among us are struggling to experience joy this Christmas as we
find ourselves isolated from those we love, and so it our prayer that in this
service of scripture, song, and prayer, your hearts are lifted as we join our
voices to those of the angels in singing Gods’ great song of love: “Glory to
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom God
favors ”

+ Gathering +

PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE BELLS
OPENING DIALOGUE
Jesus Christ is the Light of the world!
The Light no darkness can overcome.
At darkest night we gather to celebrate the great light of our salvation.
With the heavenly host we sing, “Glory to God in the highest heaven.”
In Christ, God’s Word is made flesh and lives among us.
With the shepherds, we will tell of the wonders we have seen and heard.

GATHERING HYMN

O Come, All Ye Faithful

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE

Angels We Have Heard on High

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God,
you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light.
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence
and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

+ Word +
FIRST LESSON

T

Isaiah 9:2-7

he
people
who
walked
in
darkness have
seen
a
great
light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness — on them light has
shined. 3You have multiplied the
nation, you have increased its joy; they
rejoice before you as with joy at the
harvest, as people exult when dividing
plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders, the rod
of their oppressor, you have broken as on
the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of the
tramping warriors and all the garments
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for
the fire.
6
For a child has been born for us, a son
given to us; authority rests upon his
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall
grow continually, and there shall be
endless peace for the throne of David and
his kingdom He will establish and uphold
it with justice and with righteousness from
this time onward and forevermore. The
zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

CAROL

On Christmas Night, verse 1

SECOND LESSON

Micah 5:2-5a

B

ut you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of
Judah, from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is

from of old, from ancient days. 3Therefore
he shall give them up until the time when
she who is in labor has brought forth; then
the rest of his kindred shall return to the

people of Israel. 4And he shall stand and
feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his

God. And they shall live secure, for now he
shall be great to the ends of the earth;
5
and he shall be the one of peace.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
CAROL

O Little Town of Bethlehem

THIRD LESSON

Luke 1:26-35, 38

I

n the sixth month the angel Gabriel was
sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man
whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28And
he came to her and said, "Greetings,
favored one! The Lord is with you." 29But
she was much perplexed by his words and
pondered what sort of greeting this might
be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor
with God. 31And now, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you will
name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will

be called the Son of the Most High, and
the Lord God will give to him the throne of
his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the
house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end." 34Mary said
to the angel, "How can this be, since I am
a virgin?" 35The angel said to her, "The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born will be
holy; he will be called Son of God. 38Then
Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the
Lord; let it be with me according to your
word." Then the angel departed from her.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PAGEANT PART I

The Angel Gabriel Visits Mary

FOURTH LESSON

Luke 2:1-7

I

n those days a decree went out from
Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. 2This was the first
registration and was taken while Quirinius
was governor of Syria. 3All went to their
own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also
went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee
to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

from the house and family of David. 5He
went to be registered with Mary, to whom
he was engaged and who was expecting a
child. 6While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. 7And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid
him in a manger, because there was no
place for them in the inn.

PAGEANT PART II

No Room in the Inn

FIFTH LESSON

Luke 2:8-20

I

n that region there were shepherds
living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the
Lord stood before them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified. 10But the angel said to
them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all
the people: 11to you is born this day in the
city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,
the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth
and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of
the heavenly host, praising God and
saying,
14
"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and
The word of the lord.
Thanks be to God.
PAGEANT PART III
SERMON

The Shepherds

on earth peace among those whom he
favors!"
15
When the angels had left them and gone
into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and
see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us." 16So they
went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger. 17When they saw this, they made
known what had been told them about
this child; 18and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds told
them. 19But Mary treasured all these
words and pondered them in her
heart. 20The
shepherds
returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen, as it had been told them.

HYMN OF THE DAY

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.
The shepherds sing, “Jesus Christ is born!” Let your church throughout the world
proclaim this good news, over the hills and everywhere. Unite the voices of all your
faithful people in songs of praise and rejoicing. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Heaven and nature sing, “Joy to the world!” Give respite to flocks, fields, and those
who tend them. Come near to us in the beauty of nighttime, the shining of the stars,
and the hush of a world at rest. May our wonder at your creation rouse our care for
all the earth. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

The angels sing, “Peace on earth!” Come quickly to still the strife of this world. Hush
the noise of war and violence in places of unrest. Inspire leaders of nations to seek
lasting peace and sustainable provision for all in their care. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Mary sings melodies of comfort to her newborn child. Bring rest and reassurance to
those facing struggles this night. Shelter travelers and those without homes.
Console those who lie awake due to pain or anxiety. Heal those who are sick or
hurting, especially those we bring to mind before you now (pause) . Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Love sings through the sound of a new baby’s cry. Bless new parents and expectant
parents. Comfort those who long for children, especially those running out of hope
or options. Surround families of every shape and size with your love and care. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
The heavenly chorus sings, “Glory to God in the highest!” We give you thanks for all
the saints who have proclaimed your glory in word and deed. Let us join them this
night in joyful praise around your eternal throne. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our
prayers to you, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

+ Thanksgiving +
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things:
you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being.
For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts:
freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile,
wisdom for life with you.
For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness:
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death,
the way of your self-giving love.
For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith,
increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need.
Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
God, as a loving mother and as a gracious father, you have called us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

CANDLELIGHT CAROL

Silent Night, vv. 1 &2

During the carol, you are invited to dim your lights and light candles

+ Sending +
BLESSING
May Christ, who by his incarnation has filled us with grace and truth,
give you peace this Christmas and always.
Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN

Joy to the World (found on following page)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.
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