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Welcome to worship!  We are so glad that you have been led to join us for worship this 
morning, and we believe that your presence among us more fully completes our community.  
Wherever you are on your journey of faith, please know that you are most welcome here, and 
we invite you to fully participate in our life together in whatever way you feel called to do. Our 
prayer is that you find Trinity to be a place where you are welcomed and affirmed in all your 
fabulous quirks and eccentricities, and that you feel truly seen and valued as a fellow child of 
God, beautifully and perfectly created in God’s image!  If you’d like to learn more about how to 
join us as we seek to embody God’s love as a community of Christ, just speak with Pastor Will! 

 
+  +  +   

 
As followers of Jesus, we are called to love our neighbors as we have been loved by God.  
We believe that loving our neighbors, especially the most vulnerable among us, compels us 
to show great care as we gather for worship in the midst of a global pandemic.  In order to 
ensure that our gathering is as safe as possible and minimizes the spread of disease, we ask 
you to please join us in following these important health and safety protocols: 

• Face coverings must be worn at all times while on Trinity’s property.  Both mouth 
and nose must be fully covered. 

• Please avoid close physical contact with anyone outside of your household, 
including refraining from handshakes or hugs.  Six feet of distance should be 
observed at all times, including at the sharing of the Peace. 

• Because communal singing has been shown to significantly spread COVID through 
airborne particles, all singing will be done by our cantors.  Please refrain from 
singing, even if it’s your favorite hymn, and allow the text and music of the hymns 
and liturgical music to speak to you in your heart and mind. 

• At the distribution of Holy Communion, only the bread will be offered in order to 
reduce contact with the chalice.  Rest assured that receiving Holy Communion “in 
one kind” is a fully effective and valid means of receiving the promise of Christ’s 
presence and forgiveness in the sacrament.  Worshipers will be invited forward 
individually to receive the bread.  Please wait until returning to your seat to 
consume it. 

• An offering basket is available at the usher’s station at the entrance for your gifts in 
order to avoid passing the offering plates from hand to hand.  We are grateful for 
your generosity! 

 
 
 



+  Gathering  + 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 
 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 
 
As we prepare to light the advent wreath,  
we sing the first verse of O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (ELW 257). 
 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
At every beginning there is a yearning 
for the one who is coming. 
O Emmanuel, 
Prepare us for your coming. 
 
We gather together to get ready for what? 
Only heaven knows. 
O Emmanuel, 
Prepare us for your coming. 
 
We wait for the day 
when God will create a prevailing peace on the earth, 
and natural-born enemies turn into newborn friends. 
O Emmanuel, 
Prepare us for your coming. 
 
We get ready for God to come close 
by laying our lives open to Jesus, 
asking him to sort through all our mixed motives. 
O Emmanuel, 
Prepare us for your coming. 
 



Jesus, we welcome your presence now 
with the lighting of these candles, 
whose flames bring warmth to winter 
and fill this place with the glow of hope. 
Amen. 
 
As the second candle is lit, we sing the sixth verse of O Come, O Come, Emmanuel: 
 
O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; 
O Sun of justice, now draw near. 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
and death's dark shadow put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
GREETING  

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.   
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

 
Let us pray.  
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. 
By his coming strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+  Word  + 
 
 
FIRST READING  Isaiah 40:1-11 
 

omfort, O comfort my people, says 
your God. 2Speak tenderly to 

Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has 
served her term, that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the LORD’s 
hand double for all her sins. 
     3A voice cries out: “In the wilderness 
prepare the way of the LORD, make 
straight in the desert a highway for our 
God. 4Every valley shall be lifted up, and 
every mountain and hill be made   low; the 
uneven ground shall become level, and 
the rough places a plain. 5Then the glory of 
the LORD shall be revealed, and all people 
shall see it together, for the mouth of the 
LORD has spoken.” 
    6A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, 
“What shall I cry?”  All people are grass, 

their constancy is like the flower of the 
field. 7The grass withers, the flower fades, 
when the breath of the LORD blows upon 
it; surely the people are grass. 
     8The grass withers, the flower fades; 
but the word of our God will stand forever.  
9Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, 
herald of good tidings; lift up your voice 
with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of 
good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to 
the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” 
     10See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
and his arm rules for him; his reward is 
with him, and his recompense before him. 
11He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he 
will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry 
them in his bosom, and gently lead the 
mother sheep. 

 
The word of the Lord.    
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM   Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
The refrain is sung by the cantor. 

 

 
 

1You have been gracious to your land, O LORD; 
 you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 
2You have forgiven the iniquity of your people 
 and blotted out all their sins. 
8I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; 
 for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to you. 
9Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 
 that your glory may dwell in our land. Refrain 
 
10Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 
 righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
11Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 
 and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
12The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, 
 and our land will yield its increase. 
13Righteousness shall go before the LORD 
 and shall prepare for God a pathway. Refrain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Come Now, O Prince of Peace 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

    Verses 1 and 2 are sung before the gospel. 
    Verses 3 and 4 are sung after the gospel. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL    Mark 1:1-8 
 
The holy gospel according to Saint Mark.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

he beginning of the good news of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

  2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,  
 “See, I am sending my messenger ahead 
of you, 
  who will prepare your way; 
 3the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: 
  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight,’ ” 
4John the baptizer appeared in the 
wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 

5And people from the whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and 
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 6Now John was 
clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather 
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts 
and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one 
who is more powerful than I is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to stoop down 
and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have 
baptized you with water; but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 
The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Verses 3 and 4, found on the previous page.  
 
 
SERMON    A period of silence follows, introduced and concluded by bell. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

T 



HYMN OF THE DAY  Comfort, Comfort Now My People  vv. 1 & 2 
 

 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

God of power and might, comfort your people and come quickly to this weary world. Hear 
our prayers for everyone in need. 

The following response, using the Aramaic phrase “Maranatha”, or “O Lord, Come”,  
is sung throughout the prayers as indicated: 

 
 
Faithful God, you teach us to wait for you with faithfulness and patience. Sustain and 
support us in our doubts and questions. Nurture our faith as we discern and enact your 
mission.  
 
Loving God, you set the stars in the sky and breathe life into the earth. Renew the face of 
creation where it is in need of your healing touch. Mend the wounds of environmental 
damage and restore balance to ecosystems so that all creation can declare your praise.  
 
Steadfast God, you never tire of seeking justice. Where people suffer from discrimination, 
judgment, and injustice, speak words of truth and comfort. Lead us toward a world where 
faithfulness will sprout underfoot and righteousness rain down from above. 
 
Response 
 
Leading God, you ask us to make uneven ground smooth. Make even the disparities 
between your people. Sustain and support people with physical and intellectual disabilities. 
Accompany disability advocates who work for a world accessible to all. Teach us to 
celebrate the great diversity in our midst.  
 
 
 



Tender God, you know sorrow and joy alike. We pray for those in our families and 
congregation who are not joyful in this holiday season. Comfort those who grieve, be a 
companion to all who are lonely, tend those who are sick or struggling with depression, 
and gather all people in your healing embrace.  We pray especially for those we name 
before you now, aloud or in the silence of our hearts… 
 
Eternal God, we give thanks for the saints who have prepared your way in the wilderness 
and taught us to continue their faithful work especially Nicholas of Myra. Make their 
generous lives an example for all. Hear us, O God. 
 
Response 
 
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son,  
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE PEACE The people may greet one another with a wave, a peace sign, a bow of the 

head, or any other sign of peace that allows for physical distancing. 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

+  Meal  +  
 
 
 
OFFERING To avoid multiple people physically contacting the offering plates, your gifts 

of money may be left in the basket at the usher’s station.  Offerings may also 
be made online at www.trinitylowereastside.org/give as one-time or 
recurring contributions. 
 

 
 
 



OFFERTORY SONG  Unexpected and Mysterious 
 

 
 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
Generous God, 
you have created all that is, 
and you provide for us in every season. 
Bless all that we offer, 
that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. 
In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the presiding minister continues with the preface for the 
day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, 
God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The presiding minister continues the Eucharistic Prayer, which concludes: 
…be all glory and honor, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here. 
Come, eat and drink. 
 
 
COMMUNION All are welcome to receive the Holy Communion.  To reduce the risk of 

infection, only the bread will be offered in the form of gluten-free wafers.   
 Please remain at your seat until invited forward, and wait to consume the 

bread until you have returned to your seat. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION SONG  Lamb of God 
 

 
 

 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
May the body and blood of Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
Gracious and abundant God, 
you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. 
In this bread and cup you give us life forever. 
In your boundless mercy, strengthen us 
and open our hearts to the world’s needs, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.   
Amen. 
 



 
 

+  Sending  + 
 
 
 
BLESSING 
 
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 
the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 
the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 
+ now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN  Prepare the Royal Highway, vv. 1 & 4 (found on following page) 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace.  Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 
The season of Advent is perhaps the richest season in the life of the church, a 
time that is full of symbols and rituals that draw us into the wonder of God’s 
coming among us in the person of Christ.  As the days grow shorter and the 
nights grow darker amidst the continuing pandemic, the need to celebrate 
Advent well is more important this year than ever.  Whether you are staying 
home or venturing out, we hope that you will join us as we keep a holy Advent 
and wait for the coming of Christ among us, whose joy banishes our gloom and 
whose life triumphs over death. 
 
 

Advent at Home 
Advent wreath and home devotions 
 
To help you celebrate Advent in your home, we are offering an “Advent at Home” kit, which will 
include a 12 inch advent wreath frame with four blue candles and a booklet with prayers and 
readings to accompany the lighting of the advent wreath each night.  We are asking for a $20 
donation to cover the costs, but will be glad to offer a wreath to anyone regardless of ability to 
donate.  The wreaths will be available to pick up at church beginning the First Sunday of Advent, 
November 29.  Quantities are limited, so be sure to email Pastor Will or call the church to reserve 
yours! 
 
Advent Vespers 
Wednesdays at 7:30pm 
 
Pause in the midst of your week for a weekly service of Vespers, or Evening Prayer, each 
Wednesday in Advent at 7:30pm.. With prayers, scripture, and songs, Evening Prayer provides a 
beautiful opportunity to be centered in prayer as we turn our hearts to the light of Christ coming 
among us.  Advent Vespers will be celebrated online only, livestreamed on our Facebook page. 
 
Walking Nativity 
December 20 at 7:00pm 
 
On the darkest and longest night of the year, we will gather for a walking nativity, recounting the 
story of Christ’s birth as we journey throughout the East Village.  Each part of the nativity story will 
be told at a place that reflects the key themes of the story: places of announcement, places of the 
marginalized, places of welcome, and places of power.  Accompanied by the singing of Christmas 
carols, we will experience the story of Christ’s birth in new and profound ways as we consider the 
meaning of Christmas for our community and world today.  We will gather in Trinity’s garden at 
7:00, and return to enjoy warm beverages. 



About Trinity: 
Trinity Lower East Side Lutheran Parish is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA). We are 3.8 million Christians in 10,000 churches who believe that the good news of Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection is the core of our faith and life. We welcome women, men, and people of all 
gender identities into ordained ministry and are enthusiastically ecumenical. 
 
Our Mission: 
We welcome everyone into membership regardless of race, economic means, married/single status, 
sexual orientation, or gender expression and/or identity. We are a richly diverse congregation in a richly 
diverse neighborhood. We live our Christianity in word and deed. We are here to share the love of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Reconciling Works Congregation: 
Trinity LES is listed as a Reconciling Works congregation that welcomes LGBTQIA+ people into our 
fellowship and works to erase all discrimination against them. 
 
Our Outreach: 
To carry out our ministry of deed, Trinity LES has a separately incorporated non-profit program, Trinity’s 
Services And Food for the Homeless (also known as SAFH, pronounced “safe”) which operates a soup 
kitchen, food pantry, and offers connections to other services. Between 150-250 meals are served each 
day, and around 30-40 families are given groceries from our pantry Monday through Friday. Volunteers 
are always needed. Visit safhnyc.org for more information. 
 
Those Who Serve: 
Pastor: Rev. William Kroeze  (pastor@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Pianist: Paul Staroba 
Choir Director: Alex Lawrence (alex@trinitylowereastside.org) 
Worship Assistants, Crucifers, Readers: Members and Friends of Trinity 
 
Our Contact Information: 
Address: 602 E. 9th Street, New York, NY 10009   
Telephone:  212-228-5254 x11    
Fax:   212-674-3872    Twitter:  @Trinity_SAFH 
Website:  TrinityLowerEastSide.org  Facebook:  Facebook.com/TrinityLES 
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