
Jordan Lutheran Church  
January 29, 2023 | 4th Sunday after Epiphany 

 

Announcements 
 
Mid-Week Communion – Wednesday, February 8 at 11 a.m. 
Pastor Mike holds a mid-week communion gathering at the Jordan Lutheran Church office on Wednesdays 
following 1st and 3rd Sundays; no sign-ups are needed. (Note the 3 p.m. afternoon time has been removed. If you 
would like a communion visit or need other arrangements please contact Pastor Mike.) 

• A Bible study will take place following communion looking at the upcoming reading in worship. 
 
Sunday Morning Education All Ages at 9 a.m.  
Sunday morning begins with a shared opening in the theater before all ages are dismissed to their classes. 
Lambs – Early Elementary; Sheep – Late Elementary; Rams – Youth; Shepherd – Adults and Confirmed 
 
LWML Mites Monthly Collection   
Based on the Biblical account of the widow's mite (Luke 21:1–4), the Mite Box is intended 
for regular contributions of "mites" — offerings above and beyond the support given to 
congregations and the LCMS. Mite Box contributions amount to millions of dollars that 
fund district and national mission grants and implement the LWML program.  Jordan collects Mite Box 
offerings on the last Sunday of every month. 
 
Meet the Architect: Sunday, February 5, 2-4 p.m. (Next Steps in our Construction Process) 
Everyone at Jordan is invited to attend a session with Jordan’s new architectural partner ADW Architects. This 
will be an opportunity for the congregation to meet the firm and learn about the process we will use to create a 
new master site plan for our 6.2 acre site on Chapel Ridge Road.  
 
Come prepared to take part in a guided listening session as the architects work with our congregation to create 
the best design and structure for our congregation. This session will take place at the CC Jones Building located 
at 309 Holleman Street near downtown Apex. 
 
Live Here, Serve Here ~   
February Focus:  Orphan Grain Train – Helping Ukraine 
The Maryland branch of Orphan Grain Train is raising funds to support our brothers and sisters in Ukraine.  
They are currently suppling the need of light by sending solar-powered lights to the millions without power as 
the electrical grid in Ukraine has been attacked.  As new needs arise, the Orphan Grain Train is committed to 
use its raised funds to fulfill those needs.  Donations made this month will be forwarded to Orphan Grain Train 
to support their mission.  Checks can be made out to Jordan Lutheran Church and write “Orphan Grain Train” 
on the memo line.  More information can be found using this link:  Orphan Grain Train 
 
Fruits of the Holy Spirit Bible Study— Tuesdays, 7p.m. via Zoom  
The purpose of the class is to develop, with the power of the Spirit, all nine fruits of the Holy Spirit (listed in 
Galatians 5: 22, 23) and to use our development of the fruits of the Spirit as our “rebellion” against our culture 
that seems so full of anger, chaos and confusion. If you are interested, please email Larry Eckart at 
larryeckart54@gmail.com. 
  
  



First Sunday Youth Night: February 5, 5-7 p.m. (CC Jones, 309 Holleman St, Apex) 
Jordan’s youth will meet at the CC Jones Building at 309 Holleman Street in Apex for a night of games and fun. 
Everyone is invited to bring a game they would like to share. We will set up tables and invite parents to 
participate as we grow closer together as a community. Youth and parents are also invited to share if they want 
to consider additional outings this spring before our summer 2023 Servant Event trip to Camp Linn Haven. 
 
Discover Jordan- February 13 and 20, 7-8:15 p.m. 
Jordan will offer a two-night course to introduce the congregation to those who are new to our family of faith. 
This course is a starting point for those who would like to become more engaged in our fellowship. The course 
will be offered both in person as well as online. Please RSVP with Pastor Mike (pastor@jordanapex.org) if you 
are interested in participating. 
 
Stephen Ministry at Jordan Lutheran Church 
This morning Jordan commissions the first Stephen Ministers in our congregation. This is a program that raises 
up lay leaders to aid in care of those in our congregation or community who are in need of one-on-one Christ-
centered care. Each of those commissioned was trained by the Stephen Leaders at Jordan who worked with each 
of these newly commissioned persons over that last several months. Stephen Ministry is a powerful tool for a 
congregation to use that further the ministry and impact a congregation can have beyond its staff. We give 
thanks for these servants of God as we celebrate their accomplishments this weekend. 
 
The new Stephen Ministers are: Chris Beckmann, John Nagel, Nancy Nagel, L’Cena Rice, Michele Kruse, 
Michele Suskin and Elke Imelmann. 
 
We are grateful for the work of Pat Kramer and Robin Hanrath who served as the Stephen Leaders who trained 
these newly commissioned Stephen Ministers. Both have taken a special course of training to prepare them for 
this teaching experience. 

 
See next page for Service Bulletin. 

 
  



Service Bulletin for January 29, 2023 
 
411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934 
Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110388171 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b [18-20] 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,        Psalm 124:8 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  

  



P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?    Psalm 130:3-4 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  
 

Confession of Sins 
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of 

our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God 
and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His 
grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

Absolution 
P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us into Your 

one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be 
in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

 
944 Kyrie — II sts. 1–3 

 

 
Text: Traditional 
Tune: Russian Orthodox 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Old Testament Reading Daniel 9:1–10 

 1In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, by descent a Mede, who was made king over the realm of the 
Chaldeans— 2in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, perceived in the books the number of years that, according to the 
word of the LORD to Jeremiah the prophet, must pass before the end of the desolations of Jerusalem, namely, seventy 
years. 
 3Then I turned my face to the Lord God, seeking him by prayer and pleas for mercy with fasting and sackcloth and 
ashes. 4I prayed to the LORD my God and made confession, saying, “O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps 
covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, 5we have sinned and done wrong 
and acted wickedly and rebelled, turning aside from your commandments and rules. 6We have not listened to your 
servants the prophets, who spoke in your name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the 
land. 7To you, O Lord, belongs righteousness, but to us open shame, as at this day, to the men of Judah, to the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to all Israel, those who are near and those who are far away, in all the lands to which you 
have driven them, because of the treachery that they have committed against you. 8To us, O Lord, belongs open shame, 
to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned against you. 9To the Lord our God belong 
mercy and forgiveness, for we have rebelled against him 10and have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God by 
walking in his laws, which he set before us by his servants the prophets. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 



Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:18–31 
 18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
19For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God 
through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but 
we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than men. 
 26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were 
powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose 
what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are 
not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source 
of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 
31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Out of Ashes verse 2 

                     CHORUS 
Out of ashes sinners finding 
Mercy hope and righteousness 
Revel in their newfound passion 
Worshiping in thankfulness [CHORUS] 

Greg Nelson | Jeremy Johnson | Paul Marino; © 2006 McKinney Music, Inc. (Admin. by Music 
Services, Inc.); Van Ness Press, Inc. (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.); For use solely with the SongSelect®  All rights reserved;CCLI License # 3245392 

 
Holy Gospel Matthew 5:1–12 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him. 
 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my 
account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 

Sermon~  Out of Ashes:  Seek the Lord Pastor Mike Merker 
 

Out of ashes into freedom 
Out of dying into life 
See the joy that's set before us 
In the blinding cross of Christ 



712 Seek Ye First 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Karen Lafferty, 1948 
Text and tune: © 1972 Maranatha! Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: Jordan Lutheran Church no. 3245392 

 
Commissioning of Stephen Ministers at Jordan Lutheran Church 
We celebrate the completion of months of training by Jordan’s first Stephen Ministers. Stephen Ministry is a program used in 
congregations across the country that equips lay persons to provide Christ-centered care and counsel to those facing a time of 
trial or challenge. 
 
 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
The Peace John 20:19 

P The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

 
 
 
 



Offering  (We actively respond to our Lord’s generosity first instilled in us through His grace with our first fruit gifts to God.) 
Jordan sets aside a tithe 10% of our general offering and a gift 2% (12% total) to support national and global ministry. Your generous 
gifts permit the congregation to support Gospel proclamation at home and abroad, deliver disaster response nationally and 
internationally and partner with community agencies to address a world of need. 
 

 
788 Forgive Us, Lord, for Shallow Thankfulness sts. 1, 5 

 

 

 

 
Text: William Watkins Reid, Sr., 1890–1983, alt. 
Tune: Alfred M. Smith, 1879–1971 
Text: © 1965, renewed 1993 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110388171 
Tune: © 1990 Church of the Ascension, Atlantic City, N.J. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110388171 

 
Prayers of the Church 

The prayers of the church include many petitions and praises offered during the previous week. Following each 
petition, the pastor will say, “Lord in Your mercy” and the congregation responds, “Hear our prayer” as a recognition 
that these prayers are brought forward to the mercy seat of our God as one community of faith. May our prayers ever 
ascend as a pleasing aroma before our God (Psalm 141:2). 
 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Benediction Numbers 6:24-26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

  



702 My Faith Looks Up to Thee 

 

 

 
Text: Ray Palmer, 1808–87 
Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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